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VIENTIANE —M or e than 2,000, persons. including 
high-ranking government officials, were reported by border 
police to have fled across the MekoneRiver from -Laos 
into Thailand yesterday as fear of a Communist takeover 
spread in Laos. 

Premier Souvanna Phonnit'seoalltion government 
formally announced that four right-wing cabinet members 
signed. The resignations 
opened the way for a take- push on Higway 13 abut 65 
over of cabinet control by miles north of Vientiane, 
the Communist-led Pathet 74' 'Inch military analysts said Laos. 	 involved about 300 men and 

maybe a tank or two. Ru-
mors spread in Vientiane 
that a tank column and 
troops were heading for the 
capital, although Western 
sources said there was no 
evidence of this. 

All who resigned were 
among rightists whose oust-
er had been demanded by 
the Pathet Lao and leftist 
street demonstrators last 
week: Defense Minister Sis- 
ouk Na Champassak: Fi_ States from Lads and the 
nance Minister Ngon Sanna- resignations of five top 
nikone; Deputy Foreign 1Vlitt- rightist ministers in the co- 
ister Tiene Thone Chantha- action government. 
rassy; and Deputy Publie 	Many of Vientiane's 10,000- 
Works Minister Houmphanh member Vietnamese corn- 
Sansayngasith. 	 mUnity)panicked by the fall 

of Saigon and apprehensive 
about their status under a 
goVernment dominated by 
the Pathet Lao, also have 
none. So have many Chi- 
rse, who have been told 
heir Taiwan passports will 

licy longer be recognized. 
'The two ethnic comthuni 

the Laotian government ties dominated Laos' busi- 
Somphet Sossavanh. 	..ness life. 

So far the Pathet Lao, who 
Thousands more were be- -i. have about 2,000 troops and 

lieved to have crossed at .1 police in Vientiane under the 
other towns along the riv, 	terms of the 1973 cease-fire er, particularly in the south 	agreement, have remained where there have.e silent about their plans. 
anti-rightist demonstrat '110. A Diplomats say they doubt 
in the past week.  

The first was a sinall-
scale Pathet Lao military 

—Turn to Page 23, Col. 1 

The official radio also an-
nounced that two military 
commanders had been re-
placed and the deputy com-
mander-in-chief of the army 
had resigned. 

In the second develop-
ment, students attacked the 
U.S. Embassy Friday with 
stones and hauled down the 
ilk after demanding the 
'withdrawal of the United 

Immigration police saiil 
Chantharassy was one of 
those crossing the Mekong 
at Ahadeau, along with the 
commander of national 
tary police, Col. Goun 
non, and the deputy leader 
of the neutralist faction in: 

the Pathet Lao will attempt 
a military takeover, but 
don't rule it out. 

Troops of the Vientiane or 
rightists faction have been 
ordered by Phouma not to 
fight. 

In military developments, 
the Loyalist-held town of 
Vang Vieng, 65 miles north 
of Vientiane on Highway 13, 
remained isolate d. Pa-
thet Lao troops were in con-
trol of the road. et An 

Loyalist troops g ironed 
at Van Vinh iss d a com-
munique Friday night say-
ing they would no longer 
take orders from the milita-
ry command, only directly' 
from the government head-
ed by Souvanna. 


