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The flow of VietnameSe 
refugees from interim sites 
in the Western Pacific to 
the United States is being 
slowed because government 
funds for their transporta-
tion are almost depleted a 
government spokesman s 
yesterday. 

At the same time, one 
three U.S. military camps, 
receiving refugees was re',,;k  
ported filled to capacity, an-;  
other was nearing capacity, 
and the third could receive 
only about 2,000 more refu- , 
gees. 

A spokesman for the in-
'ter-agency task force estab-
lished to coordinate pro 
grams for Vietnamese refu-
gees acknowledged that a ' 
number of problems were si-
multaneously 

 
 coming to a 

head yesterday, creating a 
number of bottlenecks in 
the government's program to 
bring more than 113,000 Vi-
etnamese refugees to the 
United States for resettle-
ment. 

The bottlenecks stem 
from a lack of funds to 
speed the refugees' resettle-
ment and from a commit-
ment to Congress by the 1m-, 
migration and Naturaliza-
tion Service that it, will not 
releaSe refugees` from the 
military camps here until se 
curity checks are completed 
—a process that takes "at.,, 
least" four to seven days, ae 
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cording to the government 
spokesman. 

In the Western Pacific 
yesterday, Guam had about 
39,000 refugees in accommo-
dations that can hold 49,000 
persons. Wake Island, with a 
capacity for 8,000 persons, 
held 3,800. 

An additional 9,000 refu-
gees were, being held at 
other' sites in the Western 
Pacific, and 20,687 refugees 
were still aboard ships mov-
ing toward Guam. 

The task force was using 
$98 million in • foreign aid 
money tranferred from 
other accounts to pay for 
the evacuation, transporta-
tion and maintenance of the 
refugees. L. Dean Brown, 
head of the task force, esti-
mated during the week that 
those funds would be spent 
by this weekend. 

The administration has 
asked Congress for an addi-
tional $507 million to pay 
for the refugees over the 
next 14 months. A House 
Appropriations subcommit-
tee Thursday approved $405 
million for the program. 

Despite the speed with 
which Congress is moving to 
appropriate the money, 
there seems little likelihood 
that it will be available until 
the end of next week at the 
earliest. 

An attempt by the Senate 
to provide interim help by 
voting Thursday to allow 
the transfer of up to $147 
million in previously appro-
priated military aid was de-
scribed by one task force 
member as a "nice gesture" 
but of little help, since It 
will take 30 to 60 days for 
the Pentagon to determine 
what funds are available. 

Meanwhile, according to  

government 	spokesman 
Eleanor Green, the bottle-
neck is 4  getting worse. 
"Unfortunately, we were be-
hind the curve from the be-
ginning," she said. 

Refugees who have nei-
ther family nor friends in 
the United States nor ade-
quate resources of their own 
must rely on private volun-
tary agencies to help them 
find jobs and housing re-
quired before they can leave 
the military camps. 

The voluntary agencies, 
however, cannot begin to re-
settle refugees in any large 
numbers until the govern-
ment supplies them with 
funds for the job. 

In addition, at the insist-
ence of Congress, refugees 
are being held at the mili-
tary bases until security 
checks—to determine if a 
refugee was a criminal, 
prostitute, Communist or 
otherwise "undesirable"—
have been completed. 

Camp Pendleton, Calif., 
with a capacity for 20,000 
refugees, was reported full 
yesterday. Fort Chaffee, 
Ark., with a present capac- 
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ity for about 15,000 refugees, 
was to have abont 11,000 by 
this morning. Eglin, Air 
Force Base, Fla. with a ca-
pacity for 2,500 persons, had 
about 600 yesterday. 

"We are rapidly ' stran-
gling ourselves," one task 
force member said yester-
day. "The outflow is so slow 
and the inflow is so great." 


