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By Michael Grieg

The trustee who invited
former South Vietnam Pre-
mier Nguyen Cao Ky to ap-
ply for the $46,00-a-year job

- as a Northern California col-
lege system superintendent
has been deluged with hate

 mail and telephoned death
threats.

“I’ve never witnessed
such an incredible outpour-
ing of hate,” Robert Lynch,
a trustee of the Los Rios
Community College District,
said yesterday in a tele-
phone interview from his
law office in Sacramento.

But Lynch is holding to his
view that “a man of consid-
erable command and experi-
ence’’ in running a country
would do well in administer-
ing the campus needs of
somsa 39,000 students.

As a divorce lawyer, used
to dealing with feelings of
hostility, the 43-year-old
trustee said ‘h eunderstood
the reaction set off by his
letter informing Ky that the
superintendent’s job will be
vacant in August.

“I see guilt behind this
form of racism directed at
Ky and the other refugees,”
he said. ‘“‘It’s guilt that has
turned into hatred and ag-
gression.

“We created these people,
built them up. financed
them ‘and encouraged them.
Then we left them, and it
left us with deep guilt.”

Lynch, one of seven trus-
tees who feels each board
member has a right to can-
vas whatever administra-
tive talent is available, said
he has not heard yet from
Ky, who he expects will give

the offer serious considera-
tion.

“It’s a job that should im-
terest amybody with that
kind of ability.”

The trustee, who extended
the invitation on his own
without telling the rest of

-the board, said Ky had ob-

viously excellent qualifica-
tions for handling such mat-
ters as personnel problems
and the logistics of campus
goods and services.

Ky has dealt with even
greater challenges, accord-

ing to Lynch.

“For one thing, Ky has
flown in combat, exhibited
great personal bhravery and
is willing to-do what few
have done,” he said.

Lynch said that a number,
of callers have attacked his
having anything to do with
someone like Ky, who has
been quoted .as admlrmg
Adolf Hitler. ’

“I believe Ky said h e was
misquoted,” said Lynch.
“As someone whose own
hero is John F. Kennedy, I'd
be dismayed to learn that
Ky actually said that.”

In any case, if Ky turns
down the invitation, Lynch
wouldn’t be all that disap-
pointed.

“Before 1 got in touch with-

the vice marshal, nobody
new the job was availa-
ble,” he noted. ‘“We’ve had

tremendous publicity as a

result. Now we're getting
lots of applications.”

Ky is not at Camp Pendle-
ton being processed for en-
try into the United States.




