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The Volume Varies but Most 
of Letters Are Hostile on 

Issue of Resettlement 

By LINDA CHARLTON 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, May 8—The 
volume of mail received by 
members of Congress on the re-
settlement of Vietnamese refu-
gees in this country has varied 
widely, but, whether heavy or 
light, the letters have been hos-
tile more 'often than not. 

The Senate Subcommittee on 
Refugees, a spokesman said, is 
getting "much more mail" on 
the subject than any other 
panel. While no count has yet 
been made, the letters were 
described as being just about 
evenly divided "pro and con" 
on the issue. The subcommittee 
is part -of the Judiciary Com-
mittee. 

Perhaps indicative of a trend, 
an aide to Representative 
Yvonne Braithwaite Burke, a 
California Democrat, said that 
of 30 letters received the earli-
er ones were.  hostile but that 
the mail now appeared to be 
"leveling off." 

Senators.  and Representatives 
from California have generally 
received more mail on the issue 
than members of Congress 
from other states, attributable 
partly to exaggerated • reports 
that as many as a million South 
Vietnamese would be resettled 
in that state alone. 

More than 5,000 letters have 
arrived at the office of Sena-
tor John . V. Tunney, Democrat 
of California, and the letters 
run "9 or 10 to 1" against refu-
gee resettlement, according to 
his press secretary. 

Senator Alan Cranston, Cali-
fornia Democrat, has received 
1,500 pieces of mail, with 95 
per cent "very much against 
the refugees," according to an 
aide. 

The office of Representative 
Don Edwards, California Demo-
crat, reported more than 200 
letters and telephone calls, with 
fewer than 40 hospitable to the 
Vietnamese. 

Senator Richard S. Schweiker, 
a Pennsylvania Republican, has 
received about 3,000 letters 
during the last 10 days on the 
refugees, an aide said, and most 
are critical of the resettlement. 

"The primary concern is los-
ing jobs," the aide said. 

Buckley Aide Comments 
But Senator James L. Buck-

ley, Conservative - Republican 
from the neighboring state of 
New York, has had only about 
400 letters thus far, and they 
were described by a Buckley 
tide as "about 60-40 against,' 
with the opposition letters "not 
just stating their position but 
vicious." 

Another New Yorker, Repre 
sentative Bella S. Abzug, Dem 
ocrat of Manhattan, has re 
ceived a "quite heavy" volume 
of mail that it "beginning tc  

run into the hundreds." accord 
ing to an aide. Her mail 1: 
"about half and half, pro one 
con." 

But an aide to another Nev 
York City Democrat, Represen 
tative Elizabeth Holtzman, o 
Brooklyn, reported that tilt 
number of letters was "nothini 
overwhelming." 

In the office of the Hous( 
Democratic leader, Thomas P 
O'Neill of Massachusetts, the 
mail count was called "surpri-
singly low," less than a dozer 
letters in all. The few letten 
were mostly hostile, a staff 
member sa'd—"all because of 
the economy." 

Representative Joshua Eil-
berg, the Pennsylvania Demo-
crat who heads the Immigra-
tion subcommittee has received 
about only 10 letters, an aide 
said, adding that the mail was 
"all against, what there is of 
it." 

Some Congressional aides 
used terms like "a smattering' 
to describe the number of let-
ters. Representative Peter W. 
Rodin°, chairman of the House 
Judiciary Committee, has re-
ceived "no more than 30" let-
ters, an aide to the New Jersey 
Democrat said. 

Representative Robert L. F. 
Sikes, the Florida Democrat 
whose district includes Eglin 
Air Force Base, one of the 
centers receiving refugees, has 
received "about 50" letters,.ac-
cording to an aide. 

Senator George McGovern, 
the South Dakota Democrat 
who spoke out last weekend 
in opposition to the idea that 
evacuation of so many South 
Vietnamese was in their own 
best interests, has received 947 
letters and other messages, an 
aide said. Of these, 785 have 
supported the Senator's posi-
tion, which the aide said 
"to offer the opportunity fat 
the Vietnamese to return to 
Vietnam," but only on a volun-
tary basis. 

At the White House, a 
spokesman said that 9,00 let-
ters telegrams relating to all 
aspects of the Vietnamese refu-
gee problem have been received 
during the last month. He said 
this was a "very small" number 
for a month, or "what we con-
sider average response on an 
important issue." 

The tally showed 5,975 "ge-
nerally favoring Administration 
policy," he said, 3,446 in oppo-
sitidn and 238 with no detec-
table leaning one way or anoth-
er. 


