From News Dispatches

The Provisional Revolution-
ary Government in South
Vietnam has called on the
United States to help recon-
struct its war-ravaged coun-
try, saying it is “the respon-
sibility of 'émerica to help
(repair). the, damage they
caused in Vietnam.”

“Im talking about mate-

rial help,” said Mrs. Pham

Thi Minh, a member of the
Paris Vietcong delegation,
speakingin London Wednes-
day about. South Vietnam’s
reconstruction. . But, she
added, it would be for the
PRG to decide whether U.S.
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ted to administer the aid.
“This is certainly not envi-
sioned,” she added.

The United States said it
would consider requests for
humanitarian aid to South
Vietnam but would not help
rebuild North Vietnam’s
economyy, .~

The Upited States, said
Clarence Ferguson, the U.S.
representative at the U.N.
Economic and Social Coun-
cil, “does not favor provi-
sion of American assistance
for rebuilding the. infra-
structure of North Viet-
nam.”

But he said the United
States would “examine with

great care” requests for hu-
manitarian aid to South
Vietnam.

A U.N. spokesman said
the new Saigon government

already has asked the
United Nations for emer-
gency aid supplies, includ-
ing food, vitamins, medi-
cines and medical equip-
ment, shelter materials, and
material for clothing.

The U.N. official said lists
of requested aid had been
handed over in Hanoi and
sent to the U.N. Children’s

'Fund, the U.N. High Com-

missioner for Refugees, the
International Committee of

W?S?Yiélid for War Repairs

mond Aubrac, special rapre-
sentative in Hanoi for Secre-
tary General Kurt Wald-
heim,

In Saigon, meanwhile,
Gen. Tran Van Tra, chair-
man of the 1l-man Military
Management Committee cur-
rently governing the city,
told journalists at his first
press conference Thursday
that the Soviet Union and
China are already supplying
food to South Vietnam.

He said the revolutionary
authorities were “yery
thankful” for their “kindly
and active support.”

Tra greeted about 135 for-
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personnel would be admit-

~

VIETNAM, From A1

eign and local journalists at
the Presidential Palace.
' promising them that the Sai-
~ gon Communist government
guarantees their safety and
the epportunity to work in
“favorable conditions.” " the
Vietecong’s Gia Phong press
agency said.
“The Military Manage-
ment Committee will under-
take to ensure the safeiy

and create favorable condi- '

tions for foreign media pen-
ple in Saigon to carry »n
their activities,” the agency
quoted Tra as saying.
“Irecall T have met some
of you here in Saigon . ..in
different circumstances,”’
Tra told reporters. Before
the fall of Saigon, Tra had
been restricted to a small
#camp at- Tansonnnhut air
base as a member of the
Joint Military. Commission.

The Gia Phong agency
said Tra accused the United
States of forcing the evacua-
-tion of South Vietnamese
adults and children last

month. “There were numer-
ous cases of forcible evacua- '
tion of adults and forcibie :

abduction of children,” Tra
said, according to the

agency. “The United Statcs

odiously whipped up stories |

of ‘bloodbath’ in Saigon in a ]
bid to force many Vietnam- |
ese to flee to foreign coun- -

tries.”

‘ the Red Cross, and to Ray-

In a broadcast on Giai
Phong radio monitored in
Singapore Wednesday nighi,
a Vietcong statement said:
“According to reports from
Western  news  agencies,
there are at present 80.300
South Vietnamese being for-
cibly evacuated and who are
suffering miserably — and
their lives are in danger,”

The statement said that
many, vessels sent out SOS
messages on May 2, saying
that about 200 Vietnamese
children were completely
exhausted and would die of

¢ starvation. Anothery report

said 4,000 lives were in jeop-
ardy.

In his news conference.
Tra acknowledged that the |
new mulitary government !
faced problems in establish- |

ing a new administration in

South Vietnam. “But these
difficulties are not considera-
ble in comparison with
those in 30 years of war”
Tra said, according to the
Saigon radio text of his re-
marks.

. News reports from Saigon,
permitted Wendesday for
the first time since the city’s
fall eight days ago, contin-

ued to describe life in the

city as normal and quiet. “T
saw no bloodbath.” said AP
correspondent George Es-
per.

The North Vietnamese
news agency in Hong Kong
said Thursday that a South
Vietnamese naval force of
27 ships with admiral and
high-ranking officers had
surrendered to the Vietcong.



