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Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, May 7—Following is the text of a
proclamation by President Ford specifying the last day
of the “Vietham era” to qualify for veterans benefiis:

The White House
By the President of the United States of America

A Proclomation

The Congress has provided that entitlement to certain
veterans benefits be limited to persons serving in the armed
forces during the period; beginning August 5, 1964, referred
to as the Vietnam era. The President is authorized to deter-
mine the last day on which a person must have entered
the active military, naval, or air service of the United States
in order for such service to qualify as service duung that
period.

The signing of the cease-fire agreements and imple-
menting protocols on January 27, 1973, between the United
States of America and the Republic of Vietnam, on the one
hand, and the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the Pro-
visional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South
Vietnam on the other hand, has terminated active partici- -
pation by the armed forces of the United States in the
Vietnam conflict.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gerald R. Ford, President of the
United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested !
in me by Section 101(29) of Title 38 of the United States |
Code, do hereby proclaim, for the purposes of said Section
101(29) that May 7 1975, is designated as the last day of
the “Vietnam era.’

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand |
this seventh day of May in the year of our Lord nineteen |
hundred seventy-five, and of the independence of the |
United States of Amerlca the one hundred and ninety-ninth. 1

GERALD R. FORD !




