
aircraft to Thailand before the 
helicopter evacuation began. 
But later, he said, the Pentagon 
received a message from the.  
American Embassy in Saigon 
stating it was understood that 
the bodies had been flown by 
helicopter to the carrier Mid-
way. 

A few days ago, Mr. Laitin 
said, the Midway, which had 
been ordered to make arrange-
ments to have the bodies flown 
to the United States, advised 
the Pentagon, after a complete 
check of the ship, that the 
bodies were not aboard the 
carrier. 

A search was then ordered of 
other ships in the evacuation 
fleet, all of which reported that 
they did not have the bodies, 

Marine's Father Bitter 
WOBURN, Mass., May 7 

(UPI)—"If they can evacuate 
130,000 South Vietnamese ref-
ugees, why can't they get two 
dead marines out?" asked 
Charles McMahon Sr. as •he bit-
terly read the last letter from 
his son once again. 

Iowa Family Optimistic 
MARSHALLTOWN, Iowa, May 

7 (UPI)—S. Sgt. Loren Judge of 
the Air Force said today that 
his family was optimistic that 
his younger brother's body 
would be returned to this cen-

!tT1 Iowa community for burial. 

ne.-actded. ,,,,, 	 I. 	. 	Mr. Laitin said the Defense • giii • 
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By JOHN W. FINNEymAy 8 197 	were still at the hospital in  

Mr. Laitin said the State De- WASHINGTON, May 7—The. Continued From Page 1, Col. 3 
thing possible" to determine 
partment was "doing every- 

April 29, about 12 hours before 

	

the helicopter evacuation ef- 	ge for their return to the arrange 
the bodies were and to 

fort began. Their bodies were United States. 

	

taken to the Seventh Day Ad- 	The mix-up, as Pentagon offi- ventist Hospital, which is near k 
was of

opfrivpaatret liyoulaarcknemowblaerdrgaesds:  
the airport. 

ment to the Marine Corps, Charles McMahon Sr., father 

th military tradition not to 
which 

military 
places emphasis upon 

	

porters in Woburn that a Ma 	leave 

the marine corporal, told re- 

leave any dead or wounded 

WiTihned'  two marines were the 
last to be listed officially killed 
in the Vietnam war. Two other 
marines -- first Lieut. Michael 
John Shea and Capt. William 
Craig Nystol—were listed as 
missing and presumed dead 
when their helicopter crashed 
at sea the next day during the 
evacuation effort, 

The Defense Department re-
ported, meanwhile, that on the 
basis of interviews with per-
sons evacuated, the American 
Embassy in Manila had con-
cluded that some 30 Americans 
and 25 persons of other nation-
alities had remained in Saigon, 
apparently of their own • vo-
lition. 

last night that the bodies had 
not been recovered in the evac-
uation. 

The two marines, part of the 
,security guard at the defense 
attache office in Saigon, were 
killed in a Communist rocket 
and artillery bombardment of 
the Tan Son Nhut airport on 

;Continued on Page 15, Column 1 

Peririiiron Says ead Marine 

Special to The New York Times 	 Saigon. 

bodies of two of the last ma-
rines killed in the Vietnam 
war were left behind in the con-
fusion of the final American 
evacuation from Saigon, the 
Defense Department said to-
day. 

The department had an-
nounced last Thursday—and in-
formed the parents of the two 
young marines—that the bodies rine Corps spokesman had in-had been flown to the carrier formed him that his son's body 
Midway for return to the "couldn't be evacuated" be- 
United States. 	 cause it was "out of reach of 

A Pentagon spokesman said 
today, however, that after 
checking the Midway and other 

of De- was in the evacuation fleet tin, 	Secretary 
As explained by Joseph Lai- 

was concluded last night that fense for public affairs, embas-
the bodies had beentieft behind, sy officials and the marine 
probably in a hospital near Tanf contingent had called the hos-
Son Nhut Airport.p 

The parents .oft  Cpl. Charles 
McMahon Jr. of Iowa, who had 
been making plans for the buri-
al of the two marines on the 
basis of earlier Pentagon as- 

pital on the day of the evacu-
ation and were told by hospital 

;officials that the bodies had 
;been removed by "American 
,authorities," who were not 
identified. 

At first, according to Mr. 
surances, were informed late both 

Laitin, it was assumed that the 
es had been flown out by 

the helicopters.' A different 
version was provided by a Pen-
tagon spokesman. 


