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H
o
w

 th
e R

ed
s T

o
o
k

 O
v
er S

a
ig

o
n

 
T

h
is is th

e first co
m

m
u
n
i-

c
a

tio
n

 U
P

I h
a

s re
c
e
iv

e
d
 

fro
m

 its co
rresp

o
n

d
en

ts in
 

S
a

ig
o

n
 sin

c
e
 A

p
ril 3

0
. It 

ca
m

e in
 th

e fo
rm

 o
f a

 ca
b
le 

filed by U
P

I Saigon bureau 
m

anager A
lan D

aw
son. 
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U
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ress 

Saigon 

T
he C

om
m

unist takeover 
o
f S

aig
o

n
 w

en
t sm

o
o
th

ly
 

w
ith a w

ell planned m
ilitary 

and political operation that 
seized control w

ithin hours 
of surrender by the previous 
governm

ent. 
Isolated shooting incidents 

broke out in the capital last 
W

ednesday (A
pril 30) as sui-

cid
e h

o
ld

o
u
ts fired

 at V
iet 

C
ong and N

orth V
ietnam

ese 
so

ld
iers at th

e p
resid

en
tial 

palace, the zoo and a num
-

ber of suburban areas. 
T

he C
om

m
unists hit S

ai-
gon the last day of the w

ar 
fro

m
 th

ree m
ajo

r sid
es -

the north, the southw
est and 

th
ro

u
g

h
 T

an
 S

o
n
 N

h
u

t air 
base on the northw

est. 
B

y
 early

 m
o

rn
in

g
, th

ey
 

had overrun a police station, 
su

b
u

rb
an

 p
recin

ct N
o
. 9

, 
taken control of the borders 
of T

ran S
on N

hut and fought 
their w

ay into P
hu L

am
 and 

P
hu T

ho districts on the cap-
ital's southw

est. 

R
etreating S

outh V
ietnam

-
ese set u

p
 a last d

efen
siv

e 
lin

e at th
e n

o
rth

ern
 en

d
 o

f 
T

an
 S

o
n
 N

h
u
t, b

u
t sen

io
r 

co
m

m
an

d
ers fled

 an
d
 th

e 
line broke. 

T
 h e victorious C

om
m

u-
nists entered w

ith a trem
en-

d
o
u
s d

isp
lay

 o
f p

o
ten

tial 
firep

o
w

er th
at aw

ed
 t h

 e 
m

ost jaded observers of the 
V

ietnam
 w

ar. 
T

anks, arm
ored personnel 

carriers an
d

 tru
ck

s d
ro

v
e 

through the streets. 
C

om
m

unist forces m
oved  

quickly to pre-assigned posi-
tions, w

heeled out the fire-
pow

er and prepared for a fi-
nal battle if necessary. 

A
t the presidential palace, 

a b
attle b

ro
k
e o

u
t at 4

:3
0
 

p.m
. the first day. B

ut out-
gunned S

outh V
ietnam

ese 
troops quickly succum

bed to 
the m

assive firepow
er of the 

C
om

m
unists. 

A
fter 

th
at, S

aig
o
n
 w

as 
quiet. 

T
he first day of peace in 

V
ietnam

 in 30 years daw
ned 

on M
ay D

ay. 

S
ecu

rity
 in

 th
e city

 h
as 

b
een

 m
o
re o

r less o
n
 th

e 
h

o
n

o
r sy

stem
 sin

ce th
en

, 
w

ith
 o

n
ly

 th
e th

reat o
f ru

-
m

ored sw
ift curbside 'justice 

by C
om

m
unist forces hold-

ing back looting and hooli-
ganism

. 
A

 w
eek •after the takeover 

th
ere w

as still n
o
 p

o
lice 

force for S
aigon and m

any 
th

o
u
san

d
s o

f so
ld

iers w
h

o
 

w
an

d
ered

 o
r p

atro
lled

 th
e 

streets in
 th

e first d
ay

s o
f 

th
e tak

eo
v
er h

ad
 m

o
v
ed

 
back outside the city. 

T
here also w

as no perm
a-

nent governm
ent for the R

e-
public of S

outh V
ietnam

, the 
n
ew

 n
am

e fo
r th

is n
atio

n
 

that w
as called the R

epublic 
of V

ietnam
 until its capture. 

by the C
om

m
unists. 

M
em

bers of the P
rovision-

al R
ev

o
lu

tio
n

ary
 G

o
v
ern

-
m

ent —
 the V

iet C
ong had 

n
o

t arriv
ed

 in
 th

e cap
ital 

and there w
as no w

ord w
hen 

to expect them
. 

T
h
ere w

ere n
o
 rep

o
rted

 
V

iet C
ong reprisals, and life 

in S
aigon returned to norm

al 
w

ithin 48 hours of the take-
over. 

T
h
ere • w

ere, o
f co

u
rse 

b
ran

d
 n

ew
 scen

es fo
r th

e 
population —

 V
iet C

ong and 
N

o
rth

 V
ietn

am
ese so

ld
ier 

shopping in • the still-open 
black., m

arket', stocked now
  

w
ith

 lo
o

ted
 m

aterial fro
m

 
th

e A
m

erican
 P

X
; o

p
en

 
highw

ays to the M
ekong del-

ta; C
om

m
unist soldiers and 

civilians chatting am
iably.1 

S
aigon continued in m

any 
w

ay
s to

 b
e th

e w
id

e-o
p
en

 
city it has during the past 30 
years of w

arfare. 

B
lack m

arkets continued 
to flourish, dealing now

 w
ith 

A
m

erican, S
outh V

ietnam
-

ese and N
orth V

ietnam
ese 

cu
rren

cies. N
o
 b

an
k
s h

ad
 

o
p
en

ed
 a w

eek
 after t h

 e 
ta

k
e
o
v
e
r, sp

u
rrin

g
 th

e
 

m
o
n
ey

 b
lack

 m
ark

et ev
en

 
m

ore. 
A

 senior C
hinese business-

m
an, T

ran T
hanh, a m

illion-
aire from

 the sale of m
ono-

so
d
iu

m
 g

lu
to

m
ate, tu

rn
ed

 
out to be a C

om
m

unist sym
-

pathizer and stayed behind 
in S

aigon's tw
in ,city of C

ho-
lon after m

ost of his associ-
ates fled w

ith their cash. 
B

u
t n

o
 im

p
o

rtan
t m

em
-

b
ers o

f th
e p

rev
io

u
s p

ro
-

A
m

erican governm
ents had 

em
erged as pro C

om
m

unist 
in

 th
e n

ew
 tem

p
o
rary

 ad
-

m
inistration. 
V

iet C
ong directives put 

civil servants back on their 
p
rev

io
u
s j o

 b
 s, alth

o
u
g
h
 

C
o

m
m

u
n

ists n
o

w
 h

o
ld

 th
e 

m
ajor positions. U

nited P
ress 


