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President Ford last night 
said he is "very upset" liy 
opposition in some quarters 
in this country to the admis-
sion of South Vietnamese 
refugees and declared that 
they ought to be welcomed 
here. 

"I understand the attitude 
of some," he said. "We have 
serious economic problems. 
But out of 120,000 refugees 
here or on the way, 60 per 
cent are children (and) . . . 
only 35,000 are heads of fam-
ilies."  

several American groups, 
including the AFL-CIO, the 
American Jewish Congress, 
a number of governors and 
San Francisco Mayor Jo-
seph Alioto who have said 
they support the refugee 
program. 

"This is the right attitude 
for the American people to 
take," the President said. 

The President said he did 
not believe there should be a 
congressional inquiry into 
how the country got into 
and out of Vietnam. 

Declaring that such an in-
quiry would be. "divisive, 
not helpful," Mr. Ford said 
he thought it would be "un-
fortunate for us to rehash 
allegations as to individuals 
that might be to blame or  

administrations that might 
be at fault." 

Reasserting his belief that 
the war is over and behind 
us, the President said "we 
ought to look ahead." 

"I think the lessons of the 
past in Vietnam have al- 
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Earlier yesterday, t h e 
President was quoted as tell-
n g congressional leaders 

that he was "damned mad" 
about the negative Ameri-
can reaction to the refugees. 
But last night he said that 
he was "disappointed and 
very upset." 

In his first news confer-
ence since the fall of South 
Vietnam, Mr. Ford praised 
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ready been learned; learned 
by presidents, learned by 
Congress, learned by the 
American people, and we 
should have our focus on the 
future, and as far as I am 
concerned that's where we 
will concentrate." 

The  President, when 
asked about the sacrifices of 
Americans in Vietnam, said 
thousands suffered crippling 
wounds or lost their lives 
but he did not believe their 
contribution was in vain. 

"I think we should praise 
them, cowatulate them," 
the President said. "And we 
have an unbelievable com-
mitment to them in the fu-
ture. All we can say is 
thank you very much for 
what they have done for 
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PRESIDENT FORD 
'60 per cent are children' 

But he declared that the 



freedom." 
Mr. Ford said he has 

"very hard intelligence. 
very factual evidence that 
between 80 and 90 former 
Cambodian government of-
ficials and their wives had 
been executed by the new 
Khmer Rouge insurgent gov- 
ernment. 

As to the possibility of a 
bloodbath in South Vietman, 
which had been widely pre-
dicted in some quarters, Mr. 

. Ford said 120,000 South Viet-
namese had fled their coun-
try "because they knew that 
the probability existed that 
if they stayed, their lives 
would be in jeopardy." 

Asked about his political 
plans, the President said 
more affirmatively than 
ever before that he plans to 
be a candidate for reelec-
tions and that an informal 
group of advisers headed by 
Dean Burch, former chair-
man of the Federal Commu-
nications Commission and 
Senator Barry M. Goldwa-
ter's 1964 campaign manag-
er, is working on campaign 
plans. 

The President said h e 
could not understand why 
some members of his party 
doubted he would be a can-
didate. 

Discussing the economic 
outlook, Mr. Ford said, "I 
think we are at the end of 
the recession," and he add-
ed "we can look forward to 
some improvement" in the 
third and fourth quarters of 
this year. 

T h e President acknowl-
edged that the fall of Viet-
nam was "a dificult time" 
and that there have been 
some questions from foreign 
governments about Ameril 
ca's comitment in the fu-
ture. 

U.S. is a powerful country 
that will stand by its frieVs 
and "stand up" to any po-
tential adversary. 

The President said he is 
looking forward to meetings 
next month with Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit-
zhak Rabin, but he hinted 
that the American reassess-
ment of Middle East policy 
would not be completed until 
after those meetings. 

The President reasserted 
his confidence in the effec-
tiveness of Graham A. Mar-
tin, the last American am-
bassador to South Vietnam. 
He said he knew of the criti-
cism being made of the am-
bassador, but "I never had 
much faith in Monday quar-
terbacks o r grandstand 
quarterbacks." 

Asked about the foreign 
policy outlook after Viet-
nam, the President predict-
ed progress in the negotia-
tions for a second agree-
ment with the Soviet Union 
to control nuclear arms and 
said he believed there would 
be progress in relations with 
Europe.  

Mr. Ford also said that he 
believed "We can move 
ahead even in the Pacific;" 
declaring that it is his aim 
"to tie more closely together 
the U.S. and South Korea, to 
reaffirm our commitments 
to Taiwan, to work more 
closely with the Indonesians. 
with the Philippines and 
with other Pacific nations." 
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