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The United States, according
to senior Defense Department
officials, has begun. a review
of its military position in the
world after the defeat of South
Vietnam’s government forces.
The officials emghzside that
review would deal more :
\t&}"liZH iieldeployment of military 'Atlantic Treaty to a security-
units that support the mation’s assistance agreement with Tu-
treaty commitments than with nisia. o s
the political commitments Public dxscus&qn, Defense
themselves. They. said that they Department officials expect,
did mot expect any change in may center on the military
the nation’s treaty « commit- commitment to South Kores,
ments in the western Pacific {where there are 30,000 Ameri- : : i
and Europe but that they did can troops. Some politicians, ideological hegemony. While
expect lively discussion on it was conceded,-may consider Marshal Tito, the symbol of
questions such as how much| a change in that deployment Yugoslav national " indepen-
strategic air power should be' to be urgently needed. dence, lives, a move toward
maintained in southern Asia But, officials warned, any| such restoration could entail
and whether the United States, such change would have grave! a major operation that might
should concentrate more men,. rsyvehological impact upon the’ be offengave_tq other Commu-
ships and aircraft in the trou-|| South Koreans, va:Irea-d;g shaken aist par?le‘s in Europe,
bled Mediterranean. | by the fall of South Vietnam. The situation at the eastern
“This is a time, once again,! And any American ml_htary_ref end of the Mediterranean has
for America to choose” Secre- view must consider its effect created the gravest apprehen-
tary of Defense James R. Schie- cn allies. . sion. Some Defense Department
singer said in an interview re- The principal changz in de- officials regard United States
cently. “We will have to decide ployment, Mr. Schlesinger feels, actions that have alienated the
whether, even with our disap- |is likely to occur in the strate- Turkish Government as the
pointments of the Vietnam war, gic otientation of the services. greatest blunder by American
we are going to maintain our i Since the end of Worid ‘War diplomacy since Secretary ' of
position in the world and pro- II, the Navy and the ‘Marine State John Foster Dulles threw
vide the necessary strength for T o B . the Egyptnan_s into Moscow’s
a worldwide military equilib- Corps have been looking west- lap by refusing financing of
rum.” Zf:édt }i;c i\jsrlaFglége glzlee p}:ni}:)}r, the Aswan High Dam in 1956,
' y : : , eXC " Mr. oo
be?ceszgmge;?:ypr;fﬁe]ghgsg%vg the Vietnam interval, have fo- Mr.  Schlesinger’s  more

by b4
41 Commitments After S al go ns Fall
The outlook, then, is for dis-

cussion—but little more—of - —
United States military commit-
ments. After the fall of South
Vietnam and Cambodia these
commitments number 41, rang-
iing in extent from the North

Spain and Yugoslavia

In Spain “a succession crisis”
is likely after the death of
Genera] Franco. In Yugoslavia
a similar crisis is likely after
the death of Marshal Tito.

The Defense Department’s
assessment of Soviet attitudes
-oward Yugoslavia is that Mos-
cow would like to restore its

aircraft, Mr. Schlesinger indi-
cated, lies the greater problem
of national psychological pre-

paredness, of ‘‘ideology versus|.

‘common sense.”

. “A decade ago,” the Defense ;
,Secretary noted, “the United
States was held in such awe/|

‘that it did not heave to exercise

.diplomatic pressures and, if it;;
/did, it had a high hope that the|:

diplomatic preseures would he:

cused their planning on north-|'
west Europe and the Mediter-

ranean.

Now, senior Defense Depart-

ment officials believe, the Navy/|
and the Marine Corps must|:

give more attention to the mili-
tary problems of the ‘Middle

East and Europe, but not to|

the extent that the remaining
United States commitments in
Asia are compromised. .

moderate comment was that
“we are in a position, . which
is a very peculiar one, of bear-
ing down very hard 'on what
has been one of our most faith-|
ful allies, namely Turkey.”

He characterized the general
strategic position in the Med-
iterranean as “poor.” :

To some Defense Department
officers, the American attitude
toward Turkey flies in #he face
of military realities. One said

successful. It did not have to:
have recourse to force.

“That has changed becapsg
the awe in which the” United

Sweeping changes in deploy- that withholding military aid
ments appear to be ruled out, to Turkey, “the only strong
and Mr, Schlesinger noted that ally in the area,” is- “sheer
;sudden changes could be dan- military lunacy.” <

reviously was held has Igerou’S- L The Middle East, in the view
ssﬁziijpdiminislizd, and I think The review is likely to. take ,0of senior Defense Department

[officials, s “liable to blow up
at any time.” ;

Military, as well as political,
opinion within the Defense De.
partment argues that Israel,
in Mr. Schlesinger’s words, ‘s,
stronger in every way than
she was in 1973” at the time
of the October war.,

The tendency is to discount

i i ou perceive changing situation in the Me- ;
ig tt}?ee l\gelailfitteg:;ezg bz?sin and _diterraqean area from the Iber- |
elsewhere,” Mr. Schlesinger 1an Peninsula -e‘astward: o )
said. Portugal, Mr. Schlesinger

Discussing the review of said; "“is a serious proble:n_x.”
America’s military posture,.the Defense Department authorities
Secretary noted that it is “very with access to intelligence re-
hard for a great power to re- ports are mot reassured by the
consider its commitments” un- igains registered by non-Com-

that this is what’s reflected|, 1in¢o account primarnily the

less  such  reconsiderations murist. parties. in the elections|. the urgency of Tsrael’s demands
would result in very large fi- llast ‘month, Some analysts be-| for F-15 Eagle fighters.” The
nanciai savings. ) lieve the gains will spur the Americans believe at the ¥s-

Communists to tighten their
grip on the centers of pOWer—
the armed forces and the police,

raeli fighter command, with
its qualitative and quantitative

B




advantage in pilots, remains
superior in its F-4 Phantoms
to the Arab air forces even
if they fly Soviet MIG-23’s.
Beyond the evident concern
about the Middle East lies the
problem of Iran, The situation
there is “satisfactory” Mr.
Schlesinger said, but evelry-
thing depends on the Shah.
The death of Shah Mo-
hammed Riza Pahlevi, Defense
Department officials say, would
throw the entire Iran-Pakistan
area into turmoil and might
tempt the Soviet Union to un-
dertake political or military ad-
ventures aimed at gaining a
port on the Indian Ocean,
Regarding northern _Europe,
Mr. Schlesinger doesmot. expect

any trouble in what s “still| United States—or on the pros-
the most critical and Vulnefaibl*e pects for - “essential equiy-
area of ithe free world” as alence” in nuclear forces. -
long as the American deploy- Rather it rests on the ques-
ment in northwest Europe re- tion of America’s willingness
mams at approximately itsi; " oo a defense posture
present strength—300,000 sol- sufficient to deter Soviet ad-
diers, sailors and airmen. ventures. At the moment he

He does feel, however, that|feels that “events are moving
America’s European allies tend |, well for the Soviet Union”
to discount the strength of the |that its leaders would be reluc-
Soviet forces deployed against |tant to fest American determin-
NATO. ation.

“Ultimately, the security of| The major issue, Mr. Schle-
the free mations depends upon | singer believes, is how far the|

the existence of military pow-| American people will allow the|
er,” Mr. Schlesinger noted. international situation to dete-:

His major concern is not|riorate before they rouse them-
about the Soviet Union’s superi- |selves for a mational effort.
ority in conventional forces—| It may take, he said pessimis-
in manpower 4 million, com- tically, “something like Korea”
pared with 2 million for the'to alier present attitudes.




