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Abandoned American Equipment 

The Reds' Huge Military 
Washington 

T h e North Vietnamese 
have captured at least $5 bil-
l= worth of American mili-
tary equipment in their eon-
quest of South Vietnam -
taking them the heavy-

, 'freight of Indochina and a 
power to be reckoned with in 

Hanoi's victorious c o 
Menders are now in a better 
position than ever to wage 
industrial rather than guer-
rilla warfare, with modern 
weapons like American 
tanks lessening their need to 
reply on the stealth of small 
bands of soldiers. 

The new Vietnam could 
end up with the premier air 
force in its part of the world, 
but this possibility is cloud-
ed by the uncertainty of how 
many South Vietnamese air-
craft flew into Thailand and 
Who will get them ultimate-
l. 

Military officials here pre-
t Vietnam's victorious 

Military leaders Will resist 
tjte temptation the South Vi-
etnamese succumbed to — 
ielying ' on helicopters to 
fake troops into battle by 
day rather than making pun-
ishing marches to the objec-
tive by night. 

If these predicitions are 
Correct, then the new Viet-
nam will stand ready to 
wage either guerrilla or in-
dustrial warfare — twin 
qbjectives the American 
force in Vietnam never real-
ly achieved. 

U.S. commanders k ept 
falking about the need to 
take the night away from 
the Viet Cong and North Vi-
Stnam.ese, but never did it. 

In waging industrial-type 
warfare, the two Vietnams 
could probably go to battle 
with at least 1000 tanks -
five times as many as Thai-
land could field and about as 
Many as Great Britain has. 

South Vietnam had be- 
tween 	500 	o r 800 
American-made M-48 and 
M-41 tanks and North Viet-
II a m about 900 Soviet-
supplied tanks. Even allow-
ing for lasses and taking 
apart some of the tanks to 
repair others, it seems cer-
tain 1000 battle-ready Amer-
ken and Soviet tanks -
with lots of ammunition -
would be available. 

The victory also gives the 
Communist leadership lots 
o extra firepower, thanks to 
the capture of more than 
1.900 American artillery 
pieces, most likely including 
there than 100 big 175-mm 
guns. 
:T h e Pentagon believes 

that relatively little artillery 
ammunition was blown up 

Booty 
by the retreating South Viet-
namese troops. 

Military specialists here 
took some small comfort 
from the belief that Vietnam 
could not make the spare 
parts for some time to keep 
its armor and aircraft oper-. 
ating indefinitely. 

However, the Soviet Union 
and China could decide to 
manufacture the parts need-
ed for American weapons. 
The Vietnamese—like the Is-
raelis before them—could 
fix, patch and improvise in 
the meantime to maximize 
the effectiveness of their 
American arms. 
• Other major military 
gains for the North Vietnam-
ese are the bases and com-
munications systems they 
captured largely intact. 
Cam Ranh Bay, for exam-
ple, is a modern military 
commander's dream with its 
complex of air strips, deep 
water port, barracks and re-
pair shops. 

The Pentagon estimates 
that the North Vietnamese 
captured $1 billion in facili- 
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Thus the new pilots who 
will fly captured American-
made planes will not be able 
to fly too far. 

Last week the Pentagon 
and State Department were 
busy trying to shut off the 
supply pipeline to Vietnam. 

The Pentagon estimates 
that between $80 million and 
$100 million in weapons were  

en route to Vietnam, mostly 
by ship, when the Saigon 
government 	surrendered. 
The Military Sealift Com-
mand: was going over the 
ship manifests to determine 
the cargo on each ship and 
radioing orders to the skip-
per to steam toward a new 
destination. 

Washington Post 

ties at. American-built bases 
like Cam Ranh Bay. This 
figure is not the price of 
building those facilities-
-just the estimated worth 
as they stand today. 

The rest of the $5 billion in 
American military facilities 
and arms lost to -the North 
Vietnamese consists, a o` 
cording to the Pentagon, of 
between $2 billion and $2 bil-
lion worth of weapons rang-
ing from fighter-bdmbers to 
rifles; $500 million in spare 
parts and engines in storage 
areas like Da Nang and Bien 
}lea air bases; $200 million 
to $300 million in ammuni-
tion; $20 million in fuel and 
lubricants. 

For fear that South Viet-
namese pilots might get out 
of American control and 
bomb distant targets which 
American policy-makers 
wanted to keep off-limits, 
the U.S. never gave Saigon 
long-range fighters and nev-
er trained the Vietnamese in 
aerial refueling o r gave 
them fighter-bombers that 
could refuel in the air. 


