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T
h
e first V

ietn
am

ese refu
-

g
ees to

 b
e flo

w
n
 to

 a p
ro

cess-
in

g
 p

o
in

t in
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates 
beyond the W

est C
oast arrived 

here today, m
any of them

 E
ng-

lish-speaking, m
iddle-class pro-

fessio
n

als w
h

o
 p

ro
b

ab
ly

 w
ill 

h
av

e relativ
ely

 little tro
u

b
le 

m
aking new

 hom
es in'A

m
erica. 

B
ent w

ith exhaustion after a 
1

7
-h

o
u

r flig
h

t fro
m

 W
ak

e Is-
lan

d
, th

e lead
 g

ro
u

p
 o

f lig
h

tly
 

clad
 ex

iles em
erg

ed
 "fro

m
 th

e 
carg

o
 h

o
ld

 o
f an

 A
ir F

o
rce C

-
by gusts of chilly rain and m

ili-
by gusts of chily rain and m

ili-
tary and civilian officials bear-
in

g
 sig

n
s o

f w
elco

m
e an

d
 a 

b
o
u
q
u
et o

f red
 an

d
 w

h
ite car-

nations. M
any H

ere B
efore 

S
ix other transports follow

ed 
throughout the day, bringing a 
to

tal o
f 4

9
0
 refu

g
ees to

 th
is 

A
rm

y
 p

o
st in

 n
o

rth
w

estern
 

A
rkansas. T

w
enty-thousand ex-

iles ev
en

tu
ally

 w
ill b

e p
ro

c- 
essed here. 	

• 
T

he first plane carried about 
7
0
 V

ietn
am

ese. In
 th

e g
ro

u
p
 

w
ere five law

yers, four plastic 
su

rg
eo

n
s, th

ree g
en

eral p
rac-

titio
n
ers, six

 n
u
rses, tw

o
 g

o
v
-

ern
m

en
t o

fficials, a p
ilo

t an
d
 

N
g

u
y

en
 T

an
 V

iet, th
e fo

rm
er 

h
ead

 'o
f A

ir V
ietn

am
, th

e n
a-

tional airline of S
outh V

ietnam
. 

"M
an

y
' o

f u
s o

n
 th

e p
lan

e 
knew

 each other in S
aigon and  m

any of us have been to A
m

er-
ica b

efo
re," M

r. V
iet said. 

T
h

ere w
ere a few

 cries o
f 

"g
o

 b
ack

" fro
m

 th
e cro

w
d

 o
f 

300 spectators w
ho gathered at 

th
e n

earb
y
 F

o
rt S

m
ith

 airp
o
rt 

for the arrival of the first trans-
p
o
rt. B

u
t th

e refu
g
ees seem

ed
 

to
o

 tired
 an

d
 n

u
m

b
ed

 b
y

 th
e 

recen
t ru

sh
 o

f ev
en

ts in
 In

d
o

-
china to notice. 

B
esid

es, m
o

st o
f th

e sp
ecta-

!to
rs w

ere ch
eerin

g
 th

e ex
iles 

a
s th

e
y
 h

u
d
d
le

d
 in

 th
e
 c

o
ld

 
d

o
w

n
p

o
u

r an
d

 listen
ed

 to
 th

e 
sp

eech
es o

f w
elco

m
e b

y
 g

en
-

erals, m
ay

o
rs an

d
 o

th
er lo

cal 
lum

inaries. 
T

he speeches over. the refu-
g

ees w
ere b

u
sed

 a few
 m

iles 
to

 th
is 7

2
,0

0
0

-acre p
o

st an
d

 
h
o
u
sed

 in
 tw

o
-sto

ry
 w

o
o
d
en

 
barracks, used only infrequent-
ly

 o
v
er th

e last 1
5
 y

ears o
r so

. 
Im

m
igration officials im

m
e-

diately began looking over their 
papers. S

eek
 N

ew
 L

iv
es 

E
xiles w

ith sponsors —
 per-

so
n

s o
r o

rg
an

izatio
n

s w
illin

g
 

to
 assu

m
e 'fin

an
cial resp

o
n

si-
b
ility

 fo
r refu

g
ees—

w
ill p

ro
b
-

ab
ly

 b
e p

erm
itted

 to
 leav

e th
e 

b
ase w

ith
in

 a few
 d

ay
s. T

h
o

se 
w

ithout sponsors m
ust w

ait un-
til th

e F
ed

eral G
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
r 

p
riv

ate so
cial ag

en
cies can

 lo
-

cate w
illing individuals and or-

ganizations. 
T

h
e refu

g
ees w

ith
 p

ro
fes-

sional backgrounds seem
ed par-

ticu
larly

 read
y
 to

 p
ick

 u
p
 n

ew
 

lives. 

"I w
an

t to
 g

et o
n

 w
ith

 b
ein

g
 

a p
lastic su

rg
eo

n
," D

r. T
rap

 
M

anh T
ang said as he em

erged 
fro

m
 h

is first v
isit to

 h
is n

ew
 

barracks hom
e. 

D
r. T

ran
, 3

8
 y

ears o
ld

, w
as 

born in N
orth V

ietnam
 but fled 

so
u
th

 to
 S

aig
o
n
 in

 1
9
5
4
 w

h
en

 
th

e F
ren

ch
 w

ere d
riv

en
 o

u
t b

y
 

the V
ietm

inh. 
"I do not think I w

ould have 
b
een

 p
erm

itted
 to

 liv
e if I h

ad
 

stay
ed

 in
 S

aig
o

n
," h

e. said
. "I 

w
ould have lost w

hat I w
anted 

fo
r m

y
 w

ay
 o

f life." - 
W

orked W
ith A

m
ericans 

D
r. T

ran escaped S
outh V

iet-
n

am
 o

n
 an

 ev
acu

atio
n

' flig
h

t 
aran

g
ed
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y

 th
e A

m
erican

 E
m

-
b
a
ssy

. H
e
 sa

id
 h

e
 h

a
d
 a

p
-

proached the em
bassy because 

h
e
 h

a
d

 o
fte

n
 w

o
rk

e
d

 w
ith

 
A

m
erican

 d
o
cto

rs in
 V

ietn
am

 
and because he had once visited 
th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates o

n
 a stu

d
y
 

fellow
ship. 

B
u
t b

efo
re I w

en
t to

*
the 

em
b
assy

," h
e ad

d
ed

, "I h
ad

 
plans to escape by sea. S

everal 
o

f u
s h

ad
 g

o
tten

 to
g

eth
er an

d
 

p
u

rch
ased

 a sh
ip

." 
D

r. T
ran

's fam
ily

 also
 es- 

cap
ed

, b
u
t o

n
 an

o
th

er p
lan

e. 
"T

hey are at G
uam

 or som
e-

w
here now

," he said. "W
e w

ill 
h
av

e to
 lin

k
 u

p
." 

M
r. V

iet, the form
er head of 

A
ir V

ietnam
, also escaped be-

cause of his w
ork w

ith A
m

eri-
cans. 

"I w
as w

orking w
ith U

.S
. air 

tran
sp

o
rt p

eo
p
le all th

e tim
e 

and often visited A
m

erica," he 
said

. "I th
in

k
 I co

u
ld

 n
o
t h

av
e 

stayed." 
T

he first person off the first 
tran

sp
o
rt w

as D
r. L

am
 V

an
 

T
hach, another physician w

ith 
A

m
erican connections. A

t the 
airport cerem

ony, he §poke for 
his fellow

 refugees, saying: 
"W

e th
an

k
 all y

o
u
 fo

r th
is. 

W
e h

ad
 to

 leav
e o

u
r co

u
n
try

, 
all th

at w
e .h

av
e, all th

at w
e 

fo
u

g
h

t fo
r th

e p
ast 2

0
 y

ears. 
W

e hope that the U
.S

. G
overn-

m
en

t w
ill' g

iv
e u

s a ch
an

ce to
 

start ag
ain

 o
u

r liv
es, o

u
r n

ew
 

lives." 
G

ov. D
avid P

ryor, one of the 
w

elcom
ing officials, urged the 

refugees not: to be overly con-
c
e
rn

e
d
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 c

ritic
ism

 
leveled by som

e A
m

ericans at  the refugee resettlem
ent effort. 

"If you encounter som
e w

ho 
are u

n
frien

d
ly

," th
e G

o
v

ern
o

r 
said, "rem

em
ber 'that they are 

p
eo

p
le 'lik

e y
o

u
rselv

es w
h

o
 

h
av

e m
et u

n
k

n
o

w
n

 circu
m

-
stan

ces an
d

 are less th
an

 cer-
tain

 h
o

w
 to
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eal w

ith
 th

em
." 

A
 few

 m
in

u
tes b

efo
re th

e 
first C

-141 landed, a com
m

er-
cial airlin

er arriv
ed

 carry
in

g
 

nine V
ietnam

ese refugees w
ho 

h
ad

 b
een

 p
ro

cessed
 earlier at 

C
am

p P
endleton, C

alif. 
T

h
ey

 w
ere 'th

e relativ
es o

f 
M

rs. E
lm

er C
am

eron, a S
aigon-

ese w
ho m

arried an A
m

erican 
soldier in V

ietnam
 seven years 

ag
o

. N
o

w
, w

ith
 M

r. C
am

ero
n

 
as their sponsor, they w

ill m
ake 

a new
 hom

e in nearby C
harles-

ton, A
rk. 
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I)—

A
 g

irl, b
o
rn

 to
 

a V
ietnam

ese refugee, arrived 
here today, becom

ing the first 
A

m
erican born in this tent reg-

erv
atio

n
. T

h
e b

ab
y
 au

to
m

ati-
cally becam

e a citizen because 
sh

e w
as b

o
rn

 in
 th

is co
u
n
try
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