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Saigon's Surrender 
Hanoi 

South Vietnam's former 
president, Duong Van (Big) 
Minh, told -a high ranking 
North Vietnamese officer he 
had been "waiting impa-
tiently for you to arrive" 
when Communist forces 
reached Saigon's presiden-
tial palace on the day of the 
city's surrender. 

Colonel B u i Tin, who 
served as North VietnameSe 
spokesman in Saigon on a 
four-power military c o m-
mission after the 1973 Paris 
cease - fire agreement, gave 
this account- of Minh's sur-
render this week in a dis-
patch yesterday in the North 

Vietnamese Army newspa-
per Quan Doi Nhan Dan. 

Tin said he entered the 
palace at 12:30 p.m. on April 
30 and found Minh, Vice 
President Nguyen Van Huy-

. en and Foreign Minister Vu 
en- and Foreign Minister Yu 
Van Mau. in the . council 
chamber.  "AU three -sat 
very -stiffly in their big arm-
chairs, guarded by two revo- 
lutionary 	soldiers," T i n 
wrote. 

Afte • the president told 
them he had been waiting 
since morning to hand over 
power, a high - ranking offi-
cer accompanying. Tin _re-
plied: "All power. From top.  

to bottom. It is the revolu-
tion -+Arh i c h has recovered 
power through its offensives 
-and its uprisings. The army 
and the administration have 
completely • collapsed." 

Tin said the officer went 
on:' "You cannot hand over 
something that slips through 
your handS. You must stir-
render right now." 

After a long silence, Tin 
wrote, "We told them to 
instructions of the -revolu-
stay calm and to follow the 
tionary government. They 
oheyed." 

Tin added that the three 
South Vietnamese leaders 
"were happy first of all be- 

cause they and their fami-
lies were safe and sound. 
They told us they had found 
a large quantity of gold that 
(former President Nguyen 

Van Thieu had not been able 
to take with him when he 
fled." 

Tin wrote that the menu 
for that evening's dinner 
was found in a drawer in the 
president's desk. 

"The dinner would never 
take place. That night they 
would dine on a soldier's 
field rations: rice -a n d 
canned meat that the revolu-
tionary government gave 
them." 

Agence France-Press. 
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