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HONG KONG, May 1—Peking 
and other Communist capitals 
in Asia made the "liberation" 
of Saigon a dominant theme 
of their traditional May Day 
celebration today, while the 
rest of the region warily pon-
dered its implications. 

Whether it was hailed or 
accepted with resignation, the 
donclusion of the 30-year war 
in Vietnam was widely viewed 
as a milestone marking the 
end of a long era of Western 
domination. 

"The war in Vietnam has 
been in every way a war of 
national emancipation," de-
clared an editorial in Asahi 
Shimbun, one of Japan's na-
tional newspapers. The age 
iii which any great power can 
stippress indefinitely the rise 
tFf " nationalism has come to 
an end." 

Peking More Militant 
A similar conclusion in more 

militant terms was drawn by 
the newspaper of the Chinese, 
Communist party, Jenmin 
Pao. The defeat of "the Saigon 
puppet regime," it asserted in 
a: May Day editorial, was "an 
impressive song of .victory 
people's war and a glorious 
example of a small country 
resisting and defeating aggres-
sion by a big imperialist pow-
er." 

Firecrackers were set off as 
Deputy Premier Teng Hsiaoping 
and Foreign Minister Ohiao 
Kuan-hua paid calls at the 
embassies of North Vietnam 
and the Revolutionary Govern- 
roent of South Vietnam to pre-; 
sent copies of a message of 
dengratulations from Chair-
man Mao Tse-tung hailing the 
start of "a new era, the era 
of the liberation of Vietnam." —Ile 81-year-old Chairman, 
who made his last public ap- 
pearance on May. ucars ago, 
once again remained . behind 
the walls of his residential corn-
pti.und adjacent to the Forbid-
den City. 

Improvisation Needed 
In the parks and m horough-

fates of the Chinese capital  

there were streamers and per-
formances of songs to mark 
the Communist victory in Cam-
bodia. But celebrations of the 
Communist triumph in South 
Vietnam had to be improvised, 
for there had been no time 
for formal preparations. 

Chinese 	pronouncements 
stressed the inadequacy of the 
advanced weaponry and anti-
insurgency doctrines that "the 
United States aggressors and 
their lackeys" had employed. 
"No up-to-date weapons can 
save imperialism and the reac-
tittnaries," Jenmin Juh Pao de-
clfired. 
k.`Privately Chinese officials did 
net appear to be gloating over 
the American defeat. A dis-
patch from Peking to the Times 
of,,  London reported that CBina 
still believed the United .States 
could play a positive role in 
Asia and had no objection to 
close relations between the 
United States and Japan. 

the official press 
agency, rerorted with apparent 
approval President Ford's state-
anent that the American eve-
etatlon from South Vietnam 
"closes a chapter." It also high-
lighted a remark by Secretarte- 
Kissinger that the United 

States "must be very careful 
ithe commitments we make," 
but "should scrupolously honor 
those commitments." 
Commitment to Pek The Chi-
'nese want the United States 
to fulfill a cmo commitment,' 
made at the time of Presidentl 
chard M. Nixon's visit three! 
years ago, to extend full diplod 
Made recognition to Peking.' 
The United States then prom-
ised to wih withdraw its forces,  
from Taiwan "as tension in 
the area diminishes." The Chi-
nese can now he expected to 
say that the end of the war 
in Indochina leaves Washington 
With no further excuse for de-
ferring the fulfillment of that 
pledge. 

In Taipei, the seat of the 
Nationalist Government on Tai-
Wan, the opposite conclusioni 
Was drawn. The general theme' 
was that the Communist i 
triumph in South Vietnam had 
demonstrated the futility of ne-I 
gotiations with Communists. 
The Central News Dailymn wf 
the ruling Kuomintang, wel-
cbmed the promise of a new 
Arnerican policy for Asia, ex-
pressing the hope that it would 
be based on the principle of 
"no more retreats." 

r 
Park Is Sarcastic 

The prospect that the collapse 
of• the 	American - backed 
government in Saigon would 
pprovoke other Southeast Asian 
regimes to seek accommoda-.1 
tions with. Peking and Harm 
was taken, paradoxically, 1y 
some Taiwanese as an encou-
raging sign. The only way for 
Washington to. deflect , that 
send, they contended, would 
be to reassert its old commit-
ments in the region. 
„TA Nationalist offidal said 
the United States would have 
to draw a new defense line 
in Asia from South Korea to 
Taiwan and the Philippines to 
speassure Japan. 

in Seoul, President Park 
Chung Hee of South Korea 
found justification in the fall 
of Saigon for his suppression 
of opposition and dissent. At 
a luncheon with cabinet minis-
ters, he asked sarcastically 
whether the opposition that 
lad sought to ocst President 
4,Fuyen Van Thieu of South 
Vietnam would continue now 
fb "campaign for freedom and 
human rights under Communist 
rule. 

Kim Young Sam, the South 
Korean opposition leader, attri-
buted the failure of the Saigon 
regime not to its opponents 
but to, dictatorship and corrup-
tion. He called it, a "tragedy 
of tragedies." 

Among 	non - Communist 
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governments in Asia, those of! 
Taiwan and South Korea 
seemed to be the only ones 
that were not talking of reas-
sessing their policies and their 
relations with the United 
States. In many instances, the 
reassessments seemed to be 
based on an expectation that 
the United States itself wouid 
be reviewing its commitments, 
rather than on any fundamental 
desire for change. 

In Tokyo, a Foreign Ministry 
official observed that the Unit- 
ed States was plainly -overex-
tended in its commitments in 
Asia. 

"Japan, too, must rectify her 
position of having relied exces-
sively on the United States," 
he said. 

Echoing President Ford, For-
eign Minister Kiichi 11eliyazawa 
said yesterday: 

"A chapter in Japan's Asian 
policy has been closed as a 
result of the Anierican setback 
in Indochina." 

He said the reassessment 
would not be hasty, and Gov- 
ernment sources indicated that 
Tokyo would be seeking reas-
surance on the American se- 
curity guarantee even as it 
groped for a more independent 
posture in Southeast Asia. 

The influence in the region of 
both China and Japan can be 
expected to increase, the 
sources predicted, as American 
influence wanes. Japan was 
said to be ready to recognize 
the new authorities in Saigon, 
but there was no indication 
when this would happen. 

Japan Looks to Trade
•Trading companies in Tokyo 

were already advocating diplo-
matic recognition for the new 
government in hopes that this 
would clear the way for a 
settlement of South Vietnamese . debts to Japan. In' business 
circles generally, hope was ex-
pressed that Japanese industry 
could play a role in the eco-
nomic reconstruction of South 
Vietnam. 

India and Laos became the 
first two 'governments in Asia 
to extend diplomatic recog. 
nition to the new Government 
in Saigon. In .'New Delhi, the news of the surrender was 
greeted with cheers and thump-
ing of desks in both. Houses of 
Parliament. 

Subramaniam Swamy, leader 
of the militantly nationalist Jan 
Sangh, described the outcome 
of the war 4 a victory of na-
tionalism over imperialism. 
Bhupesh Gupta of the pro-
Moscow Communist party of 
India, said "the Americans are 
running away like rats from 
Saigon. 	. 

In Kingston, Jamaica;  at a' conference of Commonwealth 
leaders, Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi of India said the United 
States had underestimated the 
force of nationalism. She urged 
that a message of greetings be 
sent from the conference to the 
new government in Saigon. 

Malaysia' Sees Cooperation 
Also in Kingston, Prime Min-

ister Abdul Rezak of Malaysia 
expressed relief that the blood-
shed had stopped. He said the 
triumph of the insurgents might 
"give some encouragement to 
the terrorists lurking in our 
jungles," but he stressed his 
hope that the Communist re-
gimes in Indochina would coop-
erate with other governments in the region. 

Mr. Razak's government has 
actively promoted the idea of 
having the whole of Southeast 
Asia, including Indochina, pro-
claimed a "zone of peace, free-
dom and neutrality." Last year 
Malaysia became the first of 
the five member states of the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations to establish diplomatic 
relations with _Peking. 

n This hasnot deterred the 
Chinese Communist party from 
continuing to extend at least 
rhetorical support to Commu-
nist insurgents in Malaysia. 
' Reports from Kuala Lumpur 

Said MalaYsia would declare 
her formal recognition of the 
Revolutionary Government in Saigdn tomorrow. 

Meantime, in Bangkok, For-
eign Minister Chatichai Choon-
haven of Thailand said he was 
calling a meeting of the South-
east Asian alliance, which also 
includes Singapore, Indonesia 
and the Philippines,• in hopes of 
arranging a joint recognition of 
the new Saigon government 
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