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ARANYAPRATHET, Thai-|
land, April 30 —The first ofl
sver 600 foreigners that the|
Cambodian: Communists aré re-|
leasing from Phnom Penh could
-ross the Thai-Cambodian bor-|
er as early as dawn tOMOrrow,!
officials here said today. |

The, officials, representing in-|
sernational ‘relief agencies and
»ight countries, have gathered:
o this! border village to meet!
-he foreigners, but their exact:
irrival time .was not. known!
since all communications with
Phnom Penh have ceased.

Amid repeated rumors, of im-
minent arrival, the. black-clad
sorder guards on the other
side twice approached the rust-
mg barbed-wire coils strung
across the center of the rickety
wooden bridge that marks the
frontier, and diplomats and
sorder officials on this side
sressed forward.

Each time the Communist
suards bantered genially with
jiplomats and correspondents
who spoke their language but
said repeatedly of the evacuees:
“We have no word. We believe
they are coming, but we do
not know.”

.~Boy With a Rifle

A .box..of cigarettes was
tossed over the barbed wire,
and a border guard picked it
up and smiled.

Next to him a small boy
in the black pajama-like gar-
ments and red plaid scarf that
are the Cambodian Communist
trademark fingered a Soviet-
made automatic rifle. He said
he was 10 years old and cer-
tazinly looked no older than
14.

In Bangkok French Embassy
officials continued to maintain
that  they had no firm work
on the number of refugees to
be expected in the first wave
or who might be among them.

Reports received by French
officials here described repeat-
ed delays of the truck convoy|
and raised the possibility of
a march to the border. }

Meanwhile, three large air-|
conditioned tourist buses char-
tered in Bangkok by the French|
Embassy pulled up in front;
of the red-and-white crossing
gate that marks the frontier|
zone. They are to wait for the
evacuees. ‘

Red Cross Sends Team |

Officials of the Intemationali_

Committee of the Red Cross
sent a medical-surgical team
to set up a special receiving
station. French officials, who
had been in contact with the
embassy compound in Phnomy
Penh until Saturday, said condi-
tions there were deteriorating

and there were fears of dysen-|:

tery.

With food apparently dwin-
dling in the embassy, French
military aircraft have been
standing by in Vientiane, Laos,
for nearly a week to carry
supplies to the Cambodian capi-
tal. No permission was Te-
ceived.

There are reported to be 515
French citizens, many of them
Cambodians holding French

passports, and 95 others, in-
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Town Awaits Evacuees

:luding five American journa-|truck 250 mi '-

; a- 50 miles from Phn

ixﬁts, who sought sanctuary in{Penh to the Cambodian to'gfrg
e embassy compound shortly|of Poipet, across from here.

after the Communists took over

The French Gdvernment had -

nearly three weeks ago. Some|ple i i
3 ) ; pleaded for evacuation b

202 C?imbodlans who had also|on the basis that many a}t’ tahlg
e% etred the compound werelembassy were too ill or weak
jected nearly a week ago on|to make the strenuous journey.

Communist orders,

and .their|Th ic
[fate has not been determined. AERqUct Wt ehoned.

The Communists said that

_Tt‘wo days agov‘;the Commu-ithe evacuees would be turned
?}1150 sse iliaic(}iue ‘glnig WOEclld1 allow|over only to duly accredited

assy to leave—|diplomatic representatives . of
E};;ensFiix;iht}gogg?gepst maxri— t}(lieir nationalities,, so the Unit-
e tion:1s expul-led States, West Germ -
sion—and to cross the border|dia, Japan, Francee, Tahna%iarlxré

road,

in this village, which is nearl i i i
; s y|Belgium and .the,Soviet U
200 miles east of Bangkok b i “ to. the Thai
] by|rushed -diplomats; sto i
after taking them bylborder. 5 aL?"to B
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HIS G(?‘;T,RNMENT FELL: Tran Kim Phuong, whe had
been ‘t-outh Vietnamese Ambpassador to th; VUS jn
Washington yesterday. He said he did not want %o .bl.’an'&

anyonz2 for the loss of his country. -



