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T

h
e
 V

ie
tc

o
n
g
, th

e
 c

u
ttin

g
 

ed
g
e o

f th
e C

o
m

m
u
n
ist rev

o
lu

-
tio

n
 in

 S
o
u
th

 V
ie

tn
a
m

, h
a
v
e
 

b
een m

any th
ing

s to
 m

any m
en. 

T
o
 th

e A
m

erican
 p

u
b
lic, th

ey
 

w
ere a faceless, tireless en

em
y
 

in
 a

 lo
n
g
 a

n
d
 fru

itle
ss w

a
r. 

In the im
ages of official A

m
en • 

can
 sp

o
k
esm

en
, th

ey
 .w

ere—
or 

b
e
c
a
m

e
, a

s th
e
 w

a
r d

ra
g
g
e
d
 

o
n
—

m
e
re

 to
o
ls o

f w
h
a
t w

a
s 

seen
 as a N

o
rth

 V
ietn

am
ese in

-
v
asio

n
 o

f S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
. 

T
o
 m

an
y
 citified

 V
ietn

am
ese, 

"V
ie

tc
o
n
g
" w

a
s a

 sh
o
rth

a
n
d
 

term
 th

at em
b
raced

 C
o
m

m
u
n
ist 

p
o
litic

a
l o

rg
a
n
iz

e
rs a

n
d
 so

l-
d
iers, w

h
eth

er fro
m

 th
e so

u
th

, 
th

e cen
ter o

r th
e n

o
rth

 o
f V

iet-
n
am

. T
h
e V

ietn
am

ese w
o
rd

s 
`V

iet" an
d
 "C

o
n
g
" m

ean
 sim

-
p
ly

 "V
ietn

am
ese C

o
m

m
u
n
ist." 

In
 th

e em
erald

-g
reen

 V
ietn

a-
m

ese co
u
n
try

sid
e, o

n
e h

eard
, 

o
r u

se
d
, th

e
 te

rm
 • V

ie
tc

o
n
g
 

m
u
ch

 less; p
o
litically

 lo
ad

ed
 

an
d
 so

m
ew

h
at p

ejo
rativ

e, it is 
a d

eclaratio
n
 o

f lo
y
alty

 to
 th

e 
S

aig
o
n
 sid

e. 
T

h
e
re

, o
n
e
 w

a
s sp

e
a
k
in

g
 

a
b
o
u
t (th

e
 sa

m
e
 p

e
o
p
le

—
th

e
 

g
u
errillas an

d
 p

o
litical cad

res 
w

ho m
ade the nighttim

e visits to 
talk

 p
o
litics o

r co
llect tax

es—
b
u
t v

illa
g
e
rs te

n
d
e
d
 to

 sp
e
a
k
 

o
f "th

em
" (n

eu
tral) o

r "lib
era-

tion forces" (sym
pathetic). 

A
n
d
 in

 n
o
t a

 fe
w

 a
re

a
s in

 
S

outh V
ietnam

—
old revolution-

a
ry

 b
a
stio

n
s lik

e
 B

in
h
 D

in
h
 

an
d
 Q

u
an

g
 N

g
ai o

n
 th

e cen
tral 

co
ast o

r K
ien

.H
o
a, D

in
h
 T

u
o
n
g
 

o
r C

a
 M

a
u
 in

 th
e
 d

e
lta

—
th

e
 

V
ie

tc
o
n
g
 w

e
re

 sim
p
ly

 th
e
 

g
o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t, th

e
 m

o
st le

g
iti-

m
ate o

f th
e v

ario
u
s au

th
o
rities 

th
a
t h

a
d
 a

tte
m

p
te

d
 o

v
e
r th

e
 

w
a
rrin

g
 d

e
c
a
d
e
s to

 p
u
t th

e
ir 

im
print on day-to-day life. 

T
hese shadings of iperception 

are 	
im

p
o
rtan

t 	
to

 	
an 	

u
n
d
er- 

stan
d

in
g

 o
f th

e p
o
litical m

o
v
e- 

m
en

t th
at w

ill su
rely

b
e p

lay
in

g
 

a v
an

g
u
ard

 ro
le in

 S
o
u
th

 V
iet- 

n
am

 in
 th

e m
o
n
th

s! an
d
 y

ears 
to com

e. 
F

o
r th

e V
ietco

n
g
 are n

eith
er, 

as 	
A

m
erican 	

officials 	
w

ould 
h
av

e it, an
 alm

o
st .im

ag
in

ary
 

g
ro

u
p
 rid

in
g
 th

e b
ack

s o
f N

o
rth

 
V

ietn
am

ese tan
k
s to

p
o
w

er; n
o
r 

are th
e so

u
th

ern
 co

m
m

u
n
ists, 

as th
eir o

w
n
 

propaganda 
con- 

ten
d
s, th

e in
stru

m
en

ts o
f sp

o
n
- 

tan
eo

u
s 	

popular 	
uprisings 

ag
ain

st 	
the 	

A
m

etican-backed 
S

aigon regim
e. 

T
h
o
u
g
h
 o

u
tsid

ers h
av

e g
o
n
e 

to
 so

m
e len

g
th

s to
 stress p

re- 
su

m
ed

 cleav
ag

es b
etw

een
 th

e 
n
o
rth

ern
 an

d
 so

u
th

ern
 C

o
m

m
u
- 

nist 	
m

o
v
em

en
ts, m

em
b
ers 	

of 
the 	

V
ietcong 	

and 	
th

e 	
H

anoi 
G

overnm
ent som

etim
es private- 

ly
 b

elittle su
ch

 d
ifferen

ces. 
A

s a q
u
ick

 g
lan

ce at h
isto

ry
 

show
s, the V

ietcong are derived 
from

 the C
om

m
/M

ist revolution 
th

at b
eg

an
 in

 th
e late n

in
eteen

- 
tw

enties, 	
w

hen 	
a V

ietn
am

ese 
ex

ile in
 C

h
in

a, u
sin

g
 th

e n
am

e 
H

o 	
C

hi 	
M

inh, 	
helped 	

create 
the 	

Indochinese 	
C

om
m

unist 
p
arty

. 
' 

T
he p

ary
's p

rin
cip

al u
n
ited

- 
fro

n
t 	

organization 	
w

as 	
th

e 
V

ietm
in

h
, w

h
ich

 	
spearheaded 

th
e stru

g
g
le ag

ain
st th

e F
ren

ch
 

co
lo

n
ialits. 

B
y 	

the 	
tim

e 	
o
f th

e
 p

iv
o
ta

l 
v
icto

ry
 at 	

D
ien 	

B
ien 	

P
h

u
 .in

 
1954 	

and 	
th

e 	
G

eneva 	
ag

ree- 
m

ents 	
th

at 	
sp

lit 	
V

ietnam
 	

in 
tw

o, 	
tl:e V

ietm
in

h
 h

ad
 ed

g
ed

 
o
u
t m

o
st o

f its p
o
litical co

m
- 

p
etito

rs in
 w

h
at b

ecam
e N

o
rth

 
V

ietn
am

. A
 C

h
in

ese-sty
le lan

d
 

refo
rn

 	
in 	

th
e 	

N
orth 	

led 	
to 

a 
c
n
r;t■ I )1

1
,1

1
o
n
,a

1
 th

a
t m

a
c
 c

a
iri 

to
 in

clu
d
e th

e ex
ecu

tio
n
 o

f a 
num

ber 	
of 	

"reactio
n
ary

 	
ele- 

m
en

ts." 
In

 S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
, w

h
ere th

e 
U

n
ited

 S
tates attem

p
ted

 to
 fill 

th
e v

acu
u
m

 left b
y
 th

e F
ren

ch
 

an
d
 	

to 	
build 	

an
 	

independent 
state aro

u
n
d
 th

e fig
u
re o

f N
g
o
 

D
in

h
 D

iem
, th

e V
ietm

in
h
 h

ad
 

a
lso

 c
a
rrie

d
 o

u
t a

 p
ro

tra
c
te

d
 

stru
g
g
le 	

ag
ain

st 	
th

e 	
F

rench. 
U

n
d
e
r su

c
h
 le

a
d
e
rs a

s th
e
 

leg
en

d
ary

 S
o
u
th

ern
er . N

g
u
y
en

 
B

in
h
, th

e V
ietm

in
h
 h

ad
 w

rested
 

co
n
tro

l o
f sw

ath
s o

f th
e rice- 

ric
h
 M

e
k
o
n
g
 d

e
lta

 fro
m

 th
e
 

F
ren

ch
. T

h
e C

o
m

m
u
n
ists' ru

le 
in

 th
e
 c

o
u
n
try

sid
e
 w

a
s tig

h
t 

an
d
 d

o
g
m

atic, b
u
t th

ey
 d

istrib
- 

u
ted

 lan
d
 to

 th
e p

o
o
rest tillers 

an
d
 fo

rg
ed

 lo
y
alties in

 th
e d

elta 
an

d
 alo

n
g
 th

e co
ast th

at en
d
u
re 

to
 th

is d
ay

. 
S

ects R
em

ain
ed

 E
lu

siv
e 

B
u
t th

e V
ietm

in
h
 n

ev
er q

u
ite 

succeeded 	
in 	

gaining 	
a 	

firm
 

hold 	
o
n
 	

som
e 	

of 	
th

e 	
sects, 

n
o
tab

ly
, th

e H
o
a H

ao
 an

d
 th

e 
C

ao
 D

al, th
at m

ad
e S

o
u
th

 V
iet- 

n
am

 a h
etero

g
en

eo
u
s, d

isp
u
tati- 

ous 	
territo

ry
 	

fo
r 	

anyone 	
to

 
g
o
v
ern

. T
o
 th

is d
ay

 th
e C

o
m

- 
m

unists 	
have 	

been 	
ch

ary
 	

of 
alien

atin
g
 th

ese g
ro

u
p
s in

 th
e 

S
outh. 
In

 1
9
5
4
, u

n
d
er p

ressu
re fro

m
 

its 	
S

o
v
iet an

d
 C

h
in

ese 	
m

en- 
to

rs, th
e V

ietm
in

h
 accep

ted
 th

e 
G

en
ev

a acco
rd

s, w
h
ich

 p
ro

m
- 

ised
 electio

n
s th

e C
o
m

m
u
n
ists 

w
ere co

n
fid

en
t o

f w
in

n
in

g
, an

d
 

so
 w

ith
d
rew

 tro
o
p
s an

d
 o

ffi- 
cials to

 th
e n

ew
ly

 created
 D

em
- 

o
cratic 	

R
epublic 	

of 	
V

ietnam
 

north of the 17th parallel. 
W

hile 	
m

ore 	
than 	

800,000 
V

ietn
am

ese, m
an

y
 o

f th
em

 R
o
- 

m
an

 C
ath

o
lics, left N

o
rth

 V
iet- 

n
a
m

 n
k
rtn

rA
 F

ro
n
n
l, e

n
ri 

A
 rila

ri- 

c
a
n
 sh

ip
s fo

r th
e
 S

o
u
th

, a
s 

m
an

y
 as 1

0
0
,0

0
0
 p

eo
p
le w

ere 
"reg

ro
u
p
ed

" 	
from

 	
south 	

to
 

n
o
rth

. 	
M

any 	
of 	

th
em

 	
later 

retu
rn

ed
 to

 th
eir n

ativ
e p

ro
v
in

- 
c
e
s to

 g
iv

e
 n

e
w

 life
 to

 th
e
 

revolution. 
T

h
e o

rig
in

 o
f th

e rev
o
lu

tio
n
 

in
 th

e S
o
u
th

 after th
e G

en
ev

a 
acco

rd
s h

as b
een

 a su
b
ject o

f 
d
eb

ate, w
ith

 b
o
th

 sch
o
lars an

d
 

p
ro

p
ag

an
d
ists try

in
g
 to

 sh
o
w

 
th

at - it w
as eith

er a d
efen

siv
e 

• resp
o
n
se to

 rep
ressiv

e p
o
licies 

o
f th

e S
aig

o
n
 G

o
v
ern

m
en

t o
r 

an
 artificial im

p
o
rt fro

m
 N

o
rth

 
V

ietnam
..  

B
u
t V

ietn
am

ese h
isto

ry
 d

id
 

n
o
t 	

halt, 	
o
r 	

begin, 	
in 	

1954. 
T

h
e C

o
m

m
u
n
ist m

o
v
em

en
t in

 
th

e S
o
u
th

, w
h
ich

 w
en

t o
n
 th

e 
d
efen

siv
e in

 th
e late n

in
eteen

- 
fifties, d

id
 n

o
t d

isap
p
ear. Q

u
iet 

organization proceeded. 
O

n
 D

ec. 2
0
, 1

9
6
0
, C

o
m

m
u
- 

n
ists an

d
 o

th
er an

tig
o
v
ern

m
en

t 
elem

en
ts fo

rm
ed

 th
e N

atio
n
al 

L
ib

eratio
n
 F

ro
n
t o

f S
o
u
th

 V
iet- 

n
am

, a p
o
litieg

l fro
n
t o

rg
an

iza- 
lio

n
 th

a
t w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 th

e
 m

o
st 

v
isib

le carrier o
f th

e rev
o
lu

tio
n
 

until 1969, w
hen the P

rovisional 
R

ev
o
lu

tio
n
ary

 G
o
v
ern

m
en

t w
as 

created
. 

T
he 	

lib
eratio

n
 fro

n
t 	

sought 
to

 	
assem

ble 	
th

e 	
various 	

op- 
p
o
n
en

ts o
f N

g
o
 D

in
h
 D

iem
 in

to
 

a 	
single 	

coalition. 	
S

outhern 
C

om
m

unists, 	
w

ho 	
reportedly 

h
eld

 sim
u
ltan

eo
u
s m

em
b

ersh
ip

 
in

 N
o
rth

 V
ietn

am
's L

ao
 D

o
n
g
 

(W
o
rk

ers) p
arty

, p
lay

ed
 a p

re- 
em

inent 	
role 	

in 	
th

e 	
front 

th
ro

u
g
h
 	

the 	
little - publicized 

P
eo

p
le's R

ev
o
lu

tio
n
ary

 p
arty

. 
H

eavily influenced, by M
aoist 

co
n
cep

ts o
f an

 arm
ed

 u
p
risin

g
 

ag
ain

st 	
a 	

foreign - supported 
governm

ent, 	
the 	

V
ietco

n
g
 at- 

tram
n
tearl 	

Itrifl, 	
m

iv
o
r1

 	
c
lirro

c
c
 

to
 e

n
list th

e
 p

e
a
sa

n
ts o

f th
e
 

delta 	
a
n
d
 th

e
 c

o
a
st in

to
 till 

stru
g
g
le. 	

. 
T

h
e
 a

rse
n
a
l o

f w
e
a
p
o
n
s it 

this 	
stru

g
g
le 	

w
ere 	

m
ultifold 

including 	
guerrilla 	

w
arfare 

p
ro

sely
tizatio

n
 o

f S
aig

o
n
's fo

r 
ces, terro

r, selectiv
e assassin

a 
tions 	

an
d
, 	

above 	
all, 	

doggec 
political 	

o
rg

an
izatio

n
 	

of 	
th( 

h
a
m

le
ts a

n
d
 v

illa
g
e
s th

a
t a

n
 

th
e 	

fundam
ental 	

buildinl 
b
lo

ck
s o

f V
ietn

am
ese so

ciety
 

N
orthern Influence 

T
h
o
u
g
h
 th

e N
atio

n
al L

ib
era 

L
io

n
 F

ro
n
t h

ad
 its o

w
n
 v

icissi 
tu

d
e
s, a

risin
g
 in

 p
a
rt fro

m
 

g
ro

w
in

g
 in

flu
en

ce o
f n

o
rth

ern
 

b
o
rn

 o
ffic

ia
ls in

 its ra
n
k
s, 	

I 
g
rew

 in
to

 th
e m

o
st o

rg
an

ize( 
and 	

d
iscip

lin
ed

 p
o
litical fo

re( 
in S

outh V
ietnam

. 
In

 th
e late six

ties, w
ith

 th
( 

d
ip

lo
m

atic im
p
act o

f th
e ev

en
t 

in
 V

ietn
am

 b
eco

m
in

g
 m

o
re im

 
p
o
rta

n
t, th

e
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ists o

p
 

p
aren

tly
 fo

u
n
d
 th

at th
e N

atio
n
 

al L
ib

eratio
n
 F

ro
n
t w

as an
 in

 
ad

eq
u
ate v

eh
icle. 

O
n
 Ju

n
e 6

, 1
9
8
9
, a 'in

eeiairil 
held "som

ew
here in S

outh V
iet 

n
am

" o
fficially

 fo
rm

ed
 th

e P
ro

 
visional 	

R
evolutionary 	

G
ov 

e
rn

m
e
n
t o

f th
e
 R

e
p
u
b
lic

 a
 

S
o
u
th

 V
ie

tn
a
m

, a
 c

le
a
r riv

e
 

to
 th

e G
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
f N

g
u
y
en

 
V

an T
hieu in S

aigon. 
T

he 	
V

ietcong 	
governm

en 
w

a
s little

 m
o
re

 th
a
n
 a

 la
rg

e
 

cab
in

et in
 term

s o
f th

e n
u
m

b
e: 

o
f p

e
o
p
le

 in
 it, T

h
e
 N

a
tio

n
a
 

L
ib

eratio
n
 F

ro
n
t co

n
tin

u
ed

 t 
function 	

alongside 	
it 	

as 	
tilt 

political organization. 
In

 th
e P

aris cease-fire talk
s 

the 	
governm

ent 	
w

as 	
giver 

p
arity

 w
ith

 th
e S

aig
o
n
 au

th
o
ri 

ties. 	
A

nd 	
it 	

signed 	
th

e 	
P

eri! 
ag

reem
en

t o
f Jan

. 2
7
, 1

9
7
3
 al 

a
rt A

m
in

! 

P
I 1

 !Ries 
toy (.1

 11
5.,  

V
ietcong, A

tter ong S
truggle, A

ttain a V
anguard R

ole in the S
outh 

B
y JA

M
E

S M
. M

A
R

K
H

A
M

 
T

h
e
 V

ie
tc

o
n
g
, th

e
 c

u
ttin

g
 

ed
g
e o

f th
e C

o
m

m
u
n
ist rev

o
lu

-
tio

n
 in

 S
o
u
th

 V
ie

tn
a
m

, h
a
v
e
 

b
een m

any th
ing

s to
 m

any m
en. 

T
o
 th

e A
m

erican
 p

u
b
lic, th

ey
 

w
ere a faceless, tireless en

em
y
 

in
 a

 lo
n
g
 a

n
d
 fru

itle
ss w

a
r. 

In the im
ages of official A

m
en • 

can
 sp

o
k
esm

en
, th

ey
 .w

ere—
or 

b
e
c
a
m

e
, a

s th
e
 w

a
r d

ra
g
g
e
d
 

o
n
—

m
e
re

 to
o
ls o

f w
h
a
t w

a
s 

seen
 as a N

o
rth

 V
ietn

am
ese in

-
v
asio

n
 o

f S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
. 

T
o
 m

an
y
 citified

 V
ietn

am
ese, 

"V
ie

tc
o
n
g
" w

a
s a

 sh
o
rth

a
n
d
 

term
 th

at em
b
raced

 C
o
m

m
u
n
ist 

p
o
litic

a
l o

rg
a
n
iz

e
rs a

n
d
 so

l-
d
iers, w

h
eth

er fro
m

 th
e so

u
th

, 
th

e cen
ter o

r th
e n

o
rth

 o
f V

iet-
n
am

. T
h
e V

ietn
am

ese w
o
rd

s 
`V

iet" an
d
 "C

o
n
g
" m

ean
 sim

-
p
ly

 "V
ietn

am
ese C

o
m

m
u
n
ist." 

In
 th

e em
erald

-g
reen

 V
ietn

a-
m

ese co
u
n
try

sid
e, o

n
e h

eard
, 

o
r u

se
d
, th

e
 te

rm
 • V

ie
tc

o
n
g
 

m
u
ch

 less; p
o
litically

 lo
ad

ed
 

an
d
 so

m
ew

h
at p

ejo
rativ

e, it is 
a d

eclaratio
n
 o

f lo
y
alty

 to
 th

e 
S

aig
o
n
 sid

e. 
T

h
e
re

, o
n
e
 w

a
s sp

e
a
k
in

g
 

a
b
o
u
t (th

e
 sa

m
e
 p

e
o
p
le

—
th

e
 

g
u
errillas an

d
 p

o
litical cad

res 
w

ho m
ade the nighttim

e visits to 
talk

 p
o
litics o

r co
llect tax

es—
b
u
t v

illa
g
e
rs te

n
d
e
d
 to

 sp
e
a
k
 

o
f "th

em
" (n

eu
tral) o

r "lib
era-

tion forces" (sym
pathetic). 

A
n
d
 in

 n
o
t a

 fe
w

 a
re

a
s in

 
S

outh V
ietnam

—
old revolution-

a
ry

 b
a
stio

n
s lik

e
 B

in
h
 D

in
h
 

an
d
 Q

u
an

g
 N

g
ai o

n
 th

e cen
tral 

co
ast o

r K
ien

.H
o
a, D

in
h
 T

u
o
n
g
 

o
r C

a
 M

a
u
 in

 th
e
 d

e
lta

—
th

e
 

V
ie

tc
o
n
g
 w

e
re

 sim
p
ly

 th
e
 

g
o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t, th

e
 m

o
st le

g
iti-

m
ate o

f th
e v

ario
u
s au

th
o
rities 

th
a
t h

a
d
 a

tte
m

p
te

d
 o

v
e
r th

e
 

w
a
rrin

g
 d

e
c
a
d
e
s to

 p
u
t th

e
ir 

im
print on day-to-day life. 

T
hese shadings of iperception 

are 	
im

p
o
rtan

t 	
to

 	
an 	

u
n
d
er- 

stan
d

in
g

 o
f th

e p
o
litical m

o
v
e- 

m
en

t th
at w

ill su
rely

b
e p

lay
in

g
 

a v
an

g
u
ard

 ro
le in

 S
o
u
th

 V
iet- 

n
am

 in
 th

e m
o
n
th

s! an
d
 y

ears 
to com

e. 
F

o
r th

e V
ietco

n
g
 are n

eith
er, 

as 	
A

m
erican 	

officials 	
w

ould 
h
av

e it, an
 alm

o
st .im

ag
in

ary
 

g
ro

u
p
 rid

in
g
 th

e b
ack

s o
f N

o
rth

 
V

ietn
am

ese tan
k
s to

p
o
w

er; n
o
r 

are th
e so

u
th

ern
 co

m
m

u
n
ists, 

as th
eir o

w
n
 

propaganda 
con- 

ten
d
s, th

e in
stru

m
en

ts o
f sp

o
n
- 

tan
eo

u
s 	

popular 	
uprisings 

ag
ain

st 	
the 	

A
m

etican-backed 
S

aigon regim
e. 

T
h
o
u
g
h
 o

u
tsid

ers h
av

e g
o
n
e 

to
 so

m
e len

g
th

s to
 stress p

re- 
su

m
ed

 cleav
ag

es b
etw

een
 th

e 
n
o
rth

ern
 an

d
 so

u
th

ern
 C

o
m

m
u
- 

nist 	
m

o
v
em

en
ts, m

em
b
ers 	

of 
the 	

V
ietcong 	

and 	
th

e 	
H

anoi 
G

overnm
ent som

etim
es private- 

ly
 b

elittle su
ch

 d
ifferen

ces. 
A

s a q
u
ick

 g
lan

ce at h
isto

ry
 

show
s, the V

ietcong are derived 
from

 the C
om

m
/M

ist revolution 
th

at b
eg

an
 in

 th
e late n

in
eteen

- 
tw

enties, 	
w

hen 	
a V

ietn
am

ese 
ex

ile in
 C

h
in

a, u
sin

g
 th

e n
am

e 
H

o 	
C

hi 	
M

inh, 	
helped 	

create 
the 	

Indochinese 	
C

om
m

unist 
p
arty

. 
' 

T
he p

ary
's p

rin
cip

al u
n
ited

- 
fro

n
t 	

organization 	
w

as 	
th

e 
V

ietm
in

h
, w

h
ich

 	
spearheaded 

th
e stru

g
g
le ag

ain
st th

e F
ren

ch
 

co
lo

n
ialits. 

B
y 	

the 	
tim

e 	
o
f th

e
 p

iv
o
ta

l 
v
icto

ry
 at 	

D
ien 	

B
ien 	

P
h

u
 .in

 
1954 	

and 	
th

e 	
G

eneva 	
ag

ree- 
m

ents 	
th

at 	
sp

lit 	
V

ietnam
 	

in 
tw

o, 	
tl:e V

ietm
in

h
 h

ad
 ed

g
ed

 
o
u
t m

o
st o

f its p
o
litical co

m
- 

p
etito

rs in
 w

h
at b

ecam
e N

o
rth

 
V

ietn
am

. A
 C

h
in

ese-sty
le lan

d
 

refo
rn

 	
in 	

th
e 	

N
orth 	

led 	
to 

a 
c
n
r;t■ I )1

1
,1

1
o
n
,a

1
 th

a
t m

a
c
 c

a
iri 

to
 in

clu
d
e th

e ex
ecu

tio
n
 o

f a 
num

ber 	
of 	

"reactio
n
ary

 	
ele- 

m
en

ts." 
In

 S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
, w

h
ere th

e 
U

n
ited

 S
tates attem

p
ted

 to
 fill 

th
e v

acu
u
m

 left b
y
 th

e F
ren

ch
 

an
d
 	

to 	
build 	

an
 	

independent 
state aro

u
n
d
 th

e fig
u
re o

f N
g
o
 

D
in

h
 D

iem
, th

e V
ietm

in
h
 h

ad
 

a
lso

 c
a
rrie

d
 o

u
t a

 p
ro

tra
c
te

d
 

stru
g
g
le 	

ag
ain

st 	
th

e 	
F

rench. 
U

n
d
e
r su

c
h
 le

a
d
e
rs a

s th
e
 

leg
en

d
ary

 S
o
u
th

ern
er . N

g
u
y
en

 
B

in
h
, th

e V
ietm

in
h
 h

ad
 w

rested
 

co
n
tro

l o
f sw

ath
s o

f th
e rice- 

ric
h
 M

e
k
o
n
g
 d

e
lta

 fro
m

 th
e
 

F
ren

ch
. T

h
e C

o
m

m
u
n
ists' ru

le 
in

 th
e
 c

o
u
n
try

sid
e
 w

a
s tig

h
t 

an
d
 d

o
g
m

atic, b
u
t th

ey
 d

istrib
- 

u
ted

 lan
d
 to

 th
e p

o
o
rest tillers 

an
d
 fo

rg
ed

 lo
y
alties in

 th
e d

elta 
an

d
 alo

n
g
 th

e co
ast th

at en
d
u
re 

to
 th

is d
ay

. 
S

ects R
em

ain
ed

 E
lu

siv
e 

B
u
t th

e V
ietm

in
h
 n

ev
er q

u
ite 

succeeded 	
in 	

gaining 	
a 	

firm
 

hold 	
o
n
 	

som
e 	

of 	
th

e 	
sects, 

n
o
tab

ly
, th

e H
o
a H

ao
 an

d
 th

e 
C

ao
 D

al, th
at m

ad
e S

o
u
th

 V
iet- 

n
am

 a h
etero

g
en

eo
u
s, d

isp
u
tati- 

ous 	
territo

ry
 	

fo
r 	

anyone 	
to

 
g
o
v
ern

. T
o
 th

is d
ay

 th
e C

o
m

- 
m

unists 	
have 	

been 	
ch

ary
 	

of 
alien

atin
g
 th

ese g
ro

u
p
s in

 th
e 

S
outh. 
In

 1
9
5
4
, u

n
d
er p

ressu
re fro

m
 

its 	
S

o
v
iet an

d
 C

h
in

ese 	
m

en- 
to

rs, th
e V

ietm
in

h
 accep

ted
 th

e 
G

en
ev

a acco
rd

s, w
h
ich

 p
ro

m
- 

ised
 electio

n
s th

e C
o
m

m
u
n
ists 

w
ere co

n
fid

en
t o

f w
in

n
in

g
, an

d
 

so
 w

ith
d
rew

 tro
o
p
s an

d
 o

ffi- 
cials to

 th
e n

ew
ly

 created
 D

em
- 

o
cratic 	

R
epublic 	

of 	
V

ietnam
 

north of the 17th parallel. 
W

hile 	
m

ore 	
than 	

800,000 
V

ietn
am

ese, m
an

y
 o

f th
em

 R
o
- 

m
an

 C
ath

o
lics, left N

o
rth

 V
iet- 

n
a
m

 n
k
rtn

rA
 F

ro
n
n
l, e

n
ri 

A
 rila

ri- 

c
a
n
 sh

ip
s fo

r th
e
 S

o
u
th

, a
s 

m
an

y
 as 1

0
0
,0

0
0
 p

eo
p
le w

ere 
"reg

ro
u
p
ed

" 	
from

 	
south 	

to
 

n
o
rth

. 	
M

any 	
of 	

th
em

 	
later 

retu
rn

ed
 to

 th
eir n

ativ
e p

ro
v
in

- 
c
e
s to

 g
iv

e
 n

e
w

 life
 to

 th
e
 

revolution. 
T

h
e o

rig
in

 o
f th

e rev
o
lu

tio
n
 

in
 th

e S
o
u
th

 after th
e G

en
ev

a 
acco

rd
s h

as b
een

 a su
b
ject o

f 
d
eb

ate, w
ith

 b
o
th

 sch
o
lars an

d
 

p
ro

p
ag

an
d
ists try

in
g
 to

 sh
o
w

 
th

at - it w
as eith

er a d
efen

siv
e 

• resp
o
n
se to

 rep
ressiv

e p
o
licies 

o
f th

e S
aig

o
n
 G

o
v
ern

m
en

t o
r 

an
 artificial im

p
o
rt fro

m
 N

o
rth

 
V

ietnam
..  

B
u
t V

ietn
am

ese h
isto

ry
 d

id
 

n
o
t 	

halt, 	
o
r 	

begin, 	
in 	

1954. 
T

h
e C

o
m

m
u
n
ist m

o
v
em

en
t in

 
th

e S
o
u
th

, w
h
ich

 w
en

t o
n
 th

e 
d
efen

siv
e in

 th
e late n

in
eteen

- 
fifties, d

id
 n

o
t d

isap
p
ear. Q

u
iet 

organization proceeded. 
O

n
 D

ec. 2
0
, 1

9
6
0
, C

o
m

m
u
- 

n
ists an

d
 o

th
er an

tig
o
v
ern

m
en

t 
elem

en
ts fo

rm
ed

 th
e N

atio
n
al 

L
ib

eratio
n
 F

ro
n
t o

f S
o
u
th

 V
iet- 

n
am

, a p
o
litieg

l fro
n
t o

rg
an

iza- 
lio

n
 th

a
t w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 th

e
 m

o
st 

v
isib

le carrier o
f th

e rev
o
lu

tio
n
 

until 1969, w
hen the P

rovisional 
R

ev
o
lu

tio
n
ary

 G
o
v
ern

m
en

t w
as 

created
. 

T
he 	

lib
eratio

n
 fro

n
t 	

sought 
to

 	
assem

ble 	
th

e 	
various 	

op- 
p
o
n
en

ts o
f N

g
o
 D

in
h
 D

iem
 in

to
 

a 	
single 	

coalition. 	
S

outhern 
C

om
m

unists, 	
w

ho 	
reportedly 

h
eld

 sim
u
ltan

eo
u
s m

em
b

ersh
ip

 
in

 N
o
rth

 V
ietn

am
's L

ao
 D

o
n
g
 

(W
o
rk

ers) p
arty

, p
lay

ed
 a p

re- 
em

inent 	
role 	

in 	
th

e 	
front 

th
ro

u
g
h
 	

the 	
little - publicized 

P
eo

p
le's R

ev
o
lu

tio
n
ary

 p
arty

. 
H

eavily influenced, by M
aoist 

co
n
cep

ts o
f an

 arm
ed

 u
p
risin

g
 

ag
ain

st 	
a 	

foreign - supported 
governm

ent, 	
the 	

V
ietco

n
g
 at- 

tram
n
tearl 	

Itrifl, 	
m

iv
o
r1

 	
c
lirro

c
c
 

to
 e

n
list th

e
 p

e
a
sa

n
ts o

f th
e
 

delta 	
a
n
d
 th

e
 c

o
a
st in

to
 till 

stru
g
g
le. 	

. 
T

h
e
 a

rse
n
a
l o

f w
e
a
p
o
n
s it 

this 	
stru

g
g
le 	

w
ere 	

m
ultifold 

including 	
guerrilla 	

w
arfare 

p
ro

sely
tizatio

n
 o

f S
aig

o
n
's fo

r 
ces, terro

r, selectiv
e assassin

a 
tions 	

an
d
, 	

above 	
all, 	

doggec 
political 	

o
rg

an
izatio

n
 	

of 	
th( 

h
a
m

le
ts a

n
d
 v

illa
g
e
s th

a
t a

n
 

th
e 	

fundam
ental 	

buildinl 
b
lo

ck
s o

f V
ietn

am
ese so

ciety
 

N
orthern Influence 

T
h
o
u
g
h
 th

e N
atio

n
al L

ib
era 

L
io

n
 F

ro
n
t h

ad
 its o

w
n
 v

icissi 
tu

d
e
s, a

risin
g
 in

 p
a
rt fro

m
 

g
ro

w
in

g
 in

flu
en

ce o
f n

o
rth

ern
 

b
o
rn

 o
ffic

ia
ls in

 its ra
n
k
s, 	

I 
g
rew

 in
to

 th
e m

o
st o

rg
an

ize( 
and 	

d
iscip

lin
ed

 p
o
litical fo

re( 
in S

outh V
ietnam

. 
In

 th
e late six

ties, w
ith

 th
( 

d
ip

lo
m

atic im
p
act o

f th
e ev

en
t 

in
 V

ietn
am

 b
eco

m
in

g
 m

o
re im

 
p
o
rta

n
t, th

e
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ists o

p
 

p
aren

tly
 fo

u
n
d
 th

at th
e N

atio
n
 

al L
ib

eratio
n
 F

ro
n
t w

as an
 in

 
ad

eq
u
ate v

eh
icle. 

O
n
 Ju

n
e 6

, 1
9
8
9
, a 'in

eeiairil 
held "som

ew
here in S

outh V
iet 

n
am

" o
fficially

 fo
rm

ed
 th

e P
ro

 
visional 	

R
evolutionary 	

G
ov 

e
rn

m
e
n
t o

f th
e
 R

e
p
u
b
lic

 a
 

S
o
u
th

 V
ie

tn
a
m

, a
 c

le
a
r riv

e
 

to
 th

e G
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
f N

g
u
y
en

 
V

an T
hieu in S

aigon. 
T

he 	
V

ietcong 	
governm

en 
w

a
s little

 m
o
re

 th
a
n
 a

 la
rg

e
 

cab
in

et in
 term

s o
f th

e n
u
m

b
e: 

o
f p

e
o
p
le

 in
 it, T

h
e
 N

a
tio

n
a
 

L
ib

eratio
n
 F

ro
n
t co

n
tin

u
ed

 t 
function 	

alongside 	
it 	

as 	
tilt 

political organization. 
In

 th
e P

aris cease-fire talk
s 

the 	
governm

ent 	
w

as 	
giver 

p
arity

 w
ith

 th
e S

aig
o
n
 au

th
o
ri 

ties. 	
A

nd 	
it 	

signed 	
th

e 	
P

eri! 
ag

reem
en

t o
f Jan

. 2
7
, 1

9
7
3
 al 

a
rt A

m
in

! 
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