
th
e
 A

m
e
ric

a
n
 fo

rc
e
s w

e
re

 
rid

d
led

 w
ith

 d
iscip

lin
ary

 -p
ro

b
-

le
m

s. A
n
d
 w

ith
 th

e
 c

o
u
n
try

-
sid

e seem
in

g
ly

 secu
re, m

an
y

 
V

ietn
am

ese w
ere g

lad
 to

 see 
th

e A
m

erican
s g

o
 h

o
m

e. 
In

 th
e
 e

a
rly

 d
a
y
s
 o

f th
e
 

w
a
r, w

h
e
n
 A

m
e
ric

a
n
s u

n
its 

w
ere p

o
u
rin

g
 in

to
 th

e co
u
n
try

 
an

d
 m

o
v
in

g
 o

ff in
to

 th
e ju

n
g
le 

to
 d

o
 b

a
ttle

, th
e
 m

o
ra

le
 o

f 
fro

n
t-lin

e tro
o
p
s w

as g
en

erally
 

h
ig

h
. In

 th
o
se d

ay
s, th

eir lead
-

ers—
fro

m
 cap

tain
s all th

e w
ay

 
u

p
 th

ro
u

g
h

 co
lo

n
els an

d
 o

cca-
sio

n
ally

 ev
en

 g
en

erals—
actu

al-
ly

 led
. T

h
e co

m
m

an
d
 stru

ctu
re 

w
a
s tig

h
t. R

a
n

k
in

g
 o

ffic
e
rs 

w
e
re

 in
 th

e
 fie

ld
 w

ith
 th

e
 

y
o
u
n
g
 m

en
 th

ey
 co

m
m

an
d
ed

. 
B

u
t g

rad
u

ally
 th

e lead
ersh

ip
 

p
u

lled
 aw

ay
 fro

m
 th

e fig
h

tin
g

, 
leav

in
g
 y

o
u
n
g
, in

ex
p
erien

ced
 

cap
tain

s an
d
 serg

ean
ts o

n
 th

e 
ground. 

H
ig

h
er-ran

k
in

g
 o

fficers p
re-

ferred
 to

 o
v
ersee th

e b
attlefield

 
fro

m
 th

e co
m

fo
rt an

d
 secu

rity
 

o
f h

elico
p
ters h

o
v
erin

g
 ab

o
v
e 

th
e ran

g
e- o

f sm
all-arm

s fire. 
G

ru
n
ts sp

en
t th

e y
ear in

 th
eir 

lin
e
 u

n
its. O

ffic
e
rs w

e
re

 re
-

p
laced

 ev
ery

 six
 m

o
n
th

s. L
ead

 
ersh

ip
 b

ecam
e lo

o
se, w

ith
 O

r-
d
ers o

ften
 g

iv
en

 fro
m

 a h
illto

p
 

fire b
ase p

ro
tected

 w
ith

 b
arb

ed
 

w
ire an

d
 m

ach
in

e g
u
n
s—

to
o
 

fa
r a

w
a
y
 fo

r c
o
m

m
a
n
d
e
rs to

 
k

n
o

w
 w

h
at th

eir tro
o

p
s o

n
 th

e 
g
ro

u
n
d
 w

ere g
o
in

g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 o

r 
ev

en
 w

h
at th

ey
 w

ere d
o

in
g

. 
M

any com
m

anders w
ould lat-

er d
escrib

e th
eir iso

latio
n
 fro

m
 

th
e
 tro

o
p
s a

s a
 d

e
fe

n
se

 fo
r 

in
cid

en
ts su

ch
 as th

e m
assacre 

at M
y L

ai. 

T
h

i s lo
o
se co

m
m

an
d
 stru

ctu
re 

also
 'p

lay
ed

 a ro
ie in 

anotheg. 
relatio

n
sh

ip
 b

etw
een

 A
m

eri 
can

s an
d

 S
o

u
th

.. V
ietn

am
ese: 

V
ie

tn
a
m

iz
a
tio

n
. T

h
e
 S

o
u

th
 

V
ietn

am
ese A

rm
y
 ad

o
p
ted

 th
e-

A
m

erican
 m

o
d
el. A

n
d
 w

h
ile 

A
m

erican officers touted. S
outh 

V
ietn

am
ese fig

h
tin

g
 ab

ility
, th

e 
g

ru
n

ts in
 th

e field
, sco

ffin
g

 at 
th

eir S
o

u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese co

u
n

-
te

rp
a
rts, sa

id
 th

e
y
 h

a
d
 m

o
re

' 
resp

ect fo
r th

e fig
h
tin

g
 ab

ility
 

o
f th

e V
ietco

n
g
 an

d
 th

e N
o
rth

 
V

ietnam
ese. 

S
id

e b
y
 S

id
e, U

n
tru

stin
g
 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 A

m
e
ric

a
n
 u

n
its - 

u
su

a
lly

 w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t tru

st th
e
ir; 

S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese allies, th

ey
 

w
ere req

u
ired

 to
 fig

h
t sid

e b
y
 

sid
e as A

m
erican

s d
ep

arted
 an

d
 

th
e
 S

o
u
th

 V
ie

tn
a
m

e
se

 to
o
k
 

o
v
er fro

n
t p

o
sitio

n
s. 

F
o

r A
m

e
ric

a
n

s in
 'th

e
 la

st 
few

 y
ears o

f co
m

b
at, it b

ecam
e' 

larg
ely.  a

 se
a
rc

h
 - a

n
d
 - a

v
o
id

 
o
p
e
ra

tio
n
 —

 th
e
 re

su
lt o

f lie
 

iso
lated

 co
m

m
an

d
 an

d
 in

str c-
lio

n
s to

 •av
o
id

 
casualties. T

he 
S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese to

o
k
 o

ffer' 
an

d
 g

rad
u
ally

 b
eg

an
' av

o
id

in
g
 

th
e search

 alto
g
eth

er. 	
t43, 

P
e
rh

a
p

s th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s .  
so

ld
iers h

ad
 a m

o
re tellin

g
 in

n ,  
p
act o

n
 A

m
erican

s th
an

 th
 

d
id

 o
n
 th

e
. S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
e 

T
h

ro
u

g
h

' th
e casu

alties, d
ea 

an
d
 w

o
u
n
d
ed

, th
e m

ean
in

g
' of. 

th
e
 V

ie
tn

a
m

 w
a
r g

ra
d
u
a
V

 
touched every neighborhood. il?)  
A

m
erica in

 a w
ay

 th
at th

e co
 ' 

tin
u
o
u
s d

y
in

g
 o

f V
ietn

am
e 

n
ev

er co
u
ld

. T
h
ey

 cam
e h

o
in

 
in

 sile
n
c
e
, b

u
t th

e
ir m

e
ssa

ie
 

-ro 
w

as lo
u
d
 an

d
 clear. 

YTim
e 	

w
ys. I 

1 
P

o
rro

n
t- L

in
e 9  toldiers, W

ar H
ad B

itter F
lavor 

B
y

 JA
M

E
S

 P
. S

T
E

R
B

A
 • 

T
h
ey

 w
ere n

o
t u

n
d
ersto

o
d
 o

r 
ap

p
reciated

 b
y

 m
an

y
, A

m
eri-

c
a
n
s a

n
d
 V

ie
tn

a
m

e
se

. T
h
e
y
 

w
ere alw

ay
s a sm

all m
in

o
rity

 
in

 A
m

erica's In
d
o
ch

in
a estab

-
lish

m
en

t. T
h
e co

m
b
at so

ld
iers, 

th
e y

o
u

n
g

 A
m

erican
s w

h
o

 fo
r 

n
early

 a d
ecad

e carried
 rifles, 

w
a
lk

e
d
 th

e
 ju

n
g
le

s a
n
d
 sle

p
t 

in
 th

e
 m

u
d
, w

e
re

 c
lo

se
st to

 
th

e V
ietn

am
 w

ar, k
n

ew
 its ter-

ro
rs m

o
st in

tim
ately

 an
d
 p

aid
 

its d
earest p

rice. 
O

th
er A

m
erican

s w
ere k

illed
 

an
d
 m

aim
ed

, an
d
 th

e V
ietn

am
-

ese su
rely

 h
ad

 th
e M

o
n
o
p
o
ly

 
o
n
 lo

n
g
-te

rm
 a

g
o
n
y
. O

th
e
r 

A
m

erican
s felt fear an

d
 cau

g
h
t 

g
lim

p
se

s o
f th

e
 h

o
rro

rs o
f 

y
o
u
n
g
 m

e
n
 sh

o
o
tin

g
 a

t e
a
c
h
 

o
th

e
r w

ith
 o

ld
 m

e
n
, w

o
m

e
n
 

an
d
 ch

ild
ren

 cau
g
h
t b

etw
een

. 
Y

et it w
as fo

r a th
in

 sliv
er o

f 
A

m
erica, 6

0
,0

0
0
 o

r so
 co

m
b
at 

so
ld

iers in
 actio

n
 o

n
 an

y
 g

iv
en

 
d
ay

 fro
m

 am
o
n
g
 th

e h
alf a m

il-
lio

n
 A

m
erican

 m
ilitary

 m
en

 in
 

V
ietn

am
e in

 th
e late n

ih
eteen

-
six

ties, th
at th

e b
o
d
y
 b

ag
s an

d
 

alu
m

in
u
m

 b
o
x
es w

ere larg
ely

 
reserved.  

S
teaks m

id D
rinks at C

lub 
T

heir relations w
ith V

ietnam
-

e
se

 w
e
re

 m
in

im
a
l c

o
m

p
a
re

d
 

w
ith

 th
o

se o
f m

o
st A

m
erican

 
tro

o
p
s in

 th
e
 c

o
u
n
try

,' th
e
y
 

w
ere larg

ely
 in

 th
e ru

ral areas, 
m

ain
tain

in
g
 a secu

rity
 screen

 
b
eh

in
d
 w

h
ich

 th
e m

ajo
rity

 o
f 

A
m

erican
s, at relativ

ely
 safe 

rear b
ases, an

d
 S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
-

e
se

, in
 re

la
tiv

e
 sa

fe
 c

itie
s, 

w
o
rk

ed
, p

lay
ed

 an
d
 related

 w
ar 

sto
ries. 

It w
as fro

m
 th

ese rear areas, 
fro

m
 b

a
se

s in
 T

h
a
ila

n
d
 a

n
d
 

carriers cru
isin

g
 in

 th
e S

o
u
th

 
C

h
in

a sea, th
at p

ilo
ts w

en
t alo

ft 
w

ith
 th

e
ir b

o
m

b
-la

d
e
n

 je
ts. 

T
h

ey
 p

erfo
rm

ed
 th

eir m
issio

n
s 

q
u
ic

k
ly

 a
n
d
 e

ffic
ie

n
tly

, th
e
n
 

fle
w

 b
a
c
k
 to

 sa
fe

ty
 a

n
d
 to

 
steak

s an
d
 d

rin
k
s at th

e clu
b
. 

It w
as fro

m
 th

ese safe areas 
th

at th
e B

-5
2
 b

o
m

b
ers an

d
 th

e 
p

lan
es lo

ad
ed

 w
ith

 h
erb

icid
es 

o
p

erated
. It w

as fro
m

 artillery
 

b
a
se

s th
a
t th

e
 fro

n
t-lin

e
 so

l-
d
iers p

ro
tected

 th
at sh

ell after 
sh

ell flew
 in

to
 "free-fire zo

n
es." 

T
h
e
n
 th

e
 y

o
u
n
g
 m

e
n
 w

ith
 ri-

fles —
 g

ru
n
ts, th

ey
 w

ere called
 

—
w

o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 to

 g
o
 o

u
t a

n
d
 

se
e
 w

h
a
t, if a

n
y
th

in
g
, th

e
 

B
-5

2
's an

d
 th

e h
o
w

itzers h
ad

 
h
it. It w

a
s th

e
 y

o
u
n
g
 m

e
n
 a

t 
th

e
 fro

n
t w

h
o

 h
a
d

 to
 g

o
 in

to
 

th
e m

istak
en

ly
 b

o
m

b
ed

 v
illag

e, 
see w

h
at n

ap
alm

 h
ad

 d
o
n
e to

 
c
h
ild

re
n
 a

n
d
 fe

e
l th

e
 h

a
tre

d
 

in the eyes of villagers. 
B

e
c
a
u
se

 A
m

e
ric

a
n
 tro

o
p
s 

first h
ad

 to
 p

u
sh

 th
e V

ietco
n

g
 

o
u
t o

f p
o
p
u
la

te
d
 c

o
a
sta

l a
n
d
 

d
elta areas an

d
 th

en
 k

eep
 th

em
 

fro
m

 co
m

in
g
 b

ack
, 'th

ey
 fo

u
g
h
t 

m
a
n
y
 b

a
ttle

s in
 o

r n
e
a
r c

o
n
-

te
ste

d
 v

illa
g

e
s w

h
e
re

 b
o

th
 

c
o
m

b
a
ta

n
ts a

n
d
 in

n
o
c
e
n
ts—

so
m

etim
es w

o
m

en
 an

d
 ch

id
ren

 
—

b
ecam

e casu
alties, ad

d
itio

n
s 

to
 th

e b
o
d
y
 co

u
n
ts so

m
e co

rn
-

m
an

d
ers u

sed
 to

 in
d

icate p
ro

g
-

ress. 
T

hese front-line soldiers w
ere 

to
ld

 in
 b

a
sic

 tra
in

in
g
 to

 tru
st 

n
o
 V

ietn
am

ese, to
 sh

o
o
t first 

a
n
d
 a

sk
 q

u
e
stio

n
s la

te
r. A

n
d
  th

e
ir e

x
p

e
rie

n
c
e
s d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 

first fe
w

 m
o

n
th

s in
 c

o
m

b
a
t 

a
m

id
 m

in
e
s a

n
d
 b

o
o
b
y
 tra

p
s 

an
d
 n

ex
t to

 sm
ilin

g
 v

illag
ers 

u
su

a
lly

 re
in

fo
rc

e
d
 th

a
t id

e
a
. 

F
ear w

as also
 m

u
tu

al an
d
 p

er-
v

a
siv

e
, e

x
c
e
p

t d
u

rin
g

 th
o

se
•

m
o
m

en
ts w

h
en

 b
o
th

 g
ro

u
p
s felt 

se
c
u
re

 e
n
o
u
g
h
 to

 d
o
 b

la
c
k
-

m
ark

et b
u

sin
ess--m

o
n

ey
 fro

m
 

so
ld

iers fo
r w

h
atev

er th
e v

il-
la

g
e
rs w

o
u
ld

 se
ll, in

c
lu

d
in

g
 

them
selves. 

A
 Y

ear of C
om

bat , 

F
o

r th
e m

ajo
rity

 o
f A

m
erican

 
tro

o
p

s—
th

o
se in

 th
e rear'—

th
e 

w
ar also

 lasted
 a y

ear—
a'rela-

tiv
ely

 co
m

fo
rtab

le o
n
e m

ark
ed

 
b
y
 o

n
e w

eek
 o

f R
 an

d
 R

 an
d
 

long bouts of boredom
. 

T
h
e
 tro

o
p
s ,a

t th
e
 fro

n
t a

f-
fo

rd
ed

 th
e m

ajo
rity

 en
o
u
g
h
 se-

c
u
rity

 to
 ta

k
e
 d

ru
g
s, g

e
t in

to
 

b
arro

o
m

 b
raw

ls, h
u

stle V
iet-

n
am

ese g
irls, cau

se racial in
-

c
id

e
n
ts

 a
n
d
 u

s
e
 g

re
n
a
d
e
s
 

ag
ain

st fello
w

 A
m

erican
s • th

ey
 

d
id

 n
o

t lik
e. T

h
e V

ietn
am

ese 
w

h
o
 cam

e to
 k

n
o
w

 th
is g

ro
u
p
 

a
ro

u
n
d
 c

itie
s a

n
d
 b

s c
a
te

re
d
 

;
 

to
 it, sm

iled
 an

d
 m

ad
e m

o
n
ey

 
b
u
t w

ere larg
ely

 d
isg

u
sted

! 
T

hese A
m

ericans w
ere alw

ays 
co

n
co

ctin
g
 p

ro
jects, sen

d
in

g
 

m
e
d

ic
a
l a

n
d

 d
e
n

ta
l te

a
m

s to
 

v
illag

es, b
u
ild

in
g
 o

r reb
u
ild

in
g
 

schools, 	
m

ark
et 	

places, 
ch

u
rch

es an
d
 tem

p
les far w

h
ich

 
m

a
n
y
 V

ie
tn

a
m

e
se

 se
e
m

e
d
 

g
ratefu

l. 
B

y
 th

e early
 n

in
eteen

-sev
en

-
tie

s, th
e
 S

o
u

th
 V

ie
tn

a
m

e
se

 
A

rm
y
 h

ad
 assu

m
ed

 th
e co

u
n
-

try
's fro

n
t-lin

e
 d

e
fe

n
se

 a
n

d
 

th
e
 A

m
e
ric

a
n
 fo

rc
e
s w

e
re

 
rid

d
led

 w
ith

 d
iscip

lin
ary

 -p
ro

b
-

le
m

s. A
n
d
 w

ith
 th

e
 c

o
u
n
try

-
sid

e seem
in

g
ly

 secu
re, m

an
y

 
V

ietn
am

ese w
ere g

lad
 to

 see 
th

e A
m

erican
s g

o
 h

o
m

e. 
In

 th
e
 e

a
rly

 d
a
y
s
 o

f th
e
 

w
a
r, w

h
e
n
 A

m
e
ric

a
n
s u

n
its 

w
ere p

o
u
rin

g
 in

to
 th

e co
u
n
try

 
an

d
 m

o
v
in

g
 o

ff in
to

 th
e ju

n
g
le 

to
 d

o
 b

a
ttle

, th
e
 m

o
ra

le
 o

f 
fro

n
t-lin

e tro
o
p
s w

as g
en

erally
 

h
ig

h
. In

 th
o
se d

ay
s, th

eir lead
-

ers—
fro

m
 cap

tain
s all th

e w
ay

 
u

p
 th

ro
u

g
h

 co
lo

n
els an

d
 o

cca-
sio

n
ally

 ev
en

 g
en

erals—
actu

al-
ly

 led
. T

h
e co

m
m

an
d
 stru

ctu
re 

w
a
s tig

h
t. R

a
n

k
in

g
 o

ffic
e
rs 

w
e
re

 in
 th

e
 fie

ld
 w

ith
 th

e
 

y
o
u
n
g
 m

en
 th

ey
 co

m
m

an
d
ed

. 
B

u
t g

rad
u

ally
 th

e lead
ersh

ip
 

p
u

lled
 aw

ay
 fro

m
 th

e fig
h

tin
g

, 
leav

in
g
 y

o
u
n
g
, in

ex
p
erien

ced
 

cap
tain

s an
d
 serg

ean
ts o

n
 th

e 
ground. 

H
ig

h
er-ran

k
in

g
 o

fficers p
re-

ferred
 to

 o
v
ersee th

e b
attlefield

 
fro

m
 th

e co
m

fo
rt an

d
 secu

rity
 

o
f h

elico
p
ters h

o
v
erin

g
 ab

o
v
e 

th
e ran

g
e- o

f sm
all-arm

s fire. 
G

ru
n
ts sp

en
t th

e y
ear in

 th
eir 

lin
e
 u

n
its. O

ffic
e
rs w

e
re

 re
-

p
laced

 ev
ery

 six
 m

o
n
th

s. L
ead

 
ersh

ip
 b

ecam
e lo

o
se, w

ith
 O

r-
d
ers o

ften
 g

iv
en

 fro
m

 a h
illto

p
 

fire b
ase p

ro
tected

 w
ith

 b
arb

ed
 

w
ire an

d
 m

ach
in

e g
u
n
s—

to
o
 

fa
r a

w
a
y
 fo

r c
o
m

m
a
n
d
e
rs to

 
k

n
o

w
 w

h
at th

eir tro
o

p
s o

n
 th

e 
g
ro

u
n
d
 w

ere g
o
in

g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 o

r 
ev

en
 w

h
at th

ey
 w

ere d
o

in
g

. 
M
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 d
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e m
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 b
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h
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d
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e b
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e
ir; 

S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese allies, th

ey
 

w
ere req

u
ired

 to
 fig

h
t sid

e b
y
 

sid
e as A

m
erican

s d
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t p
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b
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n
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 b
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e
. S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
e 

T
h

ro
u

g
h

' th
e casu

alties, d
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ra
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s d
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R
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 b
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 m
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b
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 c
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 m
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c
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d
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e b
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 b
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 c
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b
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 b
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at p

ilo
ts w

en
t alo

ft 
w

ith
 th

e
ir b

o
m

b
-la

d
e
n

 je
ts. 

T
h

ey
 p

erfo
rm

ed
 th

eir m
issio

n
s 

q
u
ic

k
ly

 a
n
d
 e

ffic
ie

n
tly

, th
e
n
 

fle
w

 b
a
c
k
 to

 sa
fe

ty
 a

n
d
 to

 
steak

s an
d
 d

rin
k
s at th

e clu
b
. 

It w
as fro

m
 th

ese safe areas 
th

at th
e B

-5
2
 b

o
m

b
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e 
p

lan
es lo

ad
ed

 w
ith

 h
erb

icid
es 

o
p

erated
. It w

as fro
m

 artillery
 

b
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b
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