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By Peter'Osnos
.. Washington Post Foreign Service
MOSCOW, April 30 — Of-

oE.mn reaction today

to %m Surrender of South
Vigtnam was predictably ju-
“bilanit; but it continued the
.bebo% of restraint in por-
traying the scale of the set-
Ww% S “the United States.
A commentary issued by
L%me the  Soviet news
agency, said the Communist
“victory means that at least

international tensions and
_military conflicts :3 been
:ngqﬁmm > =

Tass said the “inevitable”
Q&mwﬁ of Em Saigon govern-
.ment proves that a regime
?mo. rests only on-foreign

“‘admitting” that

most dangerous seat ol

- most

bayonets is utterly unvia-
ble.” To sum up the Ameri-
can position, Tass quoted

The New York Times, long a. -

_mm&:m onuodm:ﬁ Om U.S.
policy. in mo:n:mwmﬁ Asia, as
‘we Hoo.w
the side of those whose cause
was a lost one.”

The government newspa-

per Izvestia reported the
surcender tonight with a

modest front-page headline
declaring “The Flag of the
Patriots” E_mm Over Saigon.”
Inside, an article from the
newspaper’s Washington
correspondent described th
mood in the U.S. nmv:.&.%
the last Americans were
evacuated from Saigon.
“Now,” he . wrote,
frequently

“the
heard
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words in Washington are:’

‘The End.’ )
. The Soviets evidently feel

that the events in'Indochina

speak plainly for themselves
about the failure of U.S, pol-

icy there and that little is to:

be gained by stressing facts
that could exacerbate the al-
ready delicate condition of
Soviet-American relations.
That has heen the basic
Soviet stance since the col-
lapse of Saigon’s armies be-
gan last month, interspersed
with criticism of President
Tord’s requests for

The message the Soviets
have conveyed, much like
the sentiment coming from
the U.S. Congress, has bheen

add-
tional military aid for the
" former Thieu government.

con ned, the
American in-
Indochina s

that for all
chapter of
volvement in
best closed. )

Word of the events in Vi-
etnam spread very siowly to-
day among Muscovites,
who were more interested in
preparing for a long May
Day weekend than in any-
thing else. The carly eve-
ning news broad sxipped
mention of the surrender al-
ogether. Finally, at 9 p.m.,
a short commentary hailing
the victory was aired.

Even the ©North Vieinam-
ese embassy here was hours
behind the news. At mid-
morning = Moscow  lime—
eight hours after the capit-
ulation—Hano! diplomats
were querying foreign jour-

back to U.S.

nalists for the latest details.

“Is it really over?”
asked.
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