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From News Dispatches

SAIGON, April 30—The Viet-
cong proclaimed the “total libera-
tion” of Saigon yesterday, accepted
the surrender of South Vietnam’s
two-day President Duong Van (Big)
Minh and announced that the cap-
ital will be renamed Ho Chi Minh
City in honor of the ‘“father of the
Vietnamese nation.”

As the announcement was made, the
flag of the Vietcong’s Provisional Rev-
olutionary Government, red and blue
with a gold star in the center, flew
over the captured presidential palace.
Loudspeakers advised Saigon resi-
dents, “do not worry, you will be well
treated.”

The new government’s representa-
tive in Paris said the PRG will follow
a~ nonaligned foreign policy and is
ready to establish diplomatic relations
with all countries without regard to
their character.

There were pockets of resistance in
the capital, and a Vietcong broadecast
acknowledged that several of South Vi-
etnam’s western provinces had not yet
been taken, but after more than a cen-.
tury of French colonialism, Japanese
occupation and A‘nerxcan intervention,
the Indochina peninsula was free of
fore1gn intervention. Those still fight-
ing, on both sides, were all Vietnam-
ese.

The resistance in the capital cen-
tered around the municipal Z00, a clus-
. ter of buildings near the 1pre51dentlal
%Jalace and the Chinese suburb of Cho-

on

Vietcong radio listed the provinces
“not yet liberated” 12 hours after Sai-
gon’s fall as Cantho, Vinhlong, Vinh,
Rachgia, Soctrang; Baclieu, Gamau
and Phuoclong, which the Vietcong
call Longchauha.

A Western newsman accompanying
some Vietcong troops took cover with
them as they came under fire from
South Vietnamese army holdouts; the
Vietcong lieutenant offered h1m a
South Vietnamese- cigarette as the Vi-
etcong surrounded the resisters and
prepared to outwait them.

Generally, however, the takeover of
Saigon was more peaceful. Scores of
North Vietnamese tanks, armored ve-

“hicles and camouflaged ' Chinese-made
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frucks carrying laughing, cheering
Vietcong rolled through the streets of
the capital.
- Soldiers . carrying Vietcong flags
dropped from the frucks every 30
yards and at each corner, to take up
~sentry duty. Bit by bit, the population
“éamne up to them—tentatively at first,
miore comfortably after a while—and
shook hands and clapped them on the
back.
. There were plenty of surprising
Scenes. Five uniformed South Viet-
‘mamese soldiers, riding on two motor-
“eycles, passed a column of Viétcong
.trucks without being stopped or chal-
fenged.
<= A Vietnamese who had been supply-
sing photographs to the Associated
““Press entered the AP office| with a
Vietcong friend and two North Viet-
“Hamese soldiers and said, “I guarantee
‘the safety of everybody here.”
% For a decade, he said, he had been
“zrrevolutionary. “My job with the Viet-
~cong wag liaison with the internation-
"al press,” he said. The AP bureau
“chief serwyf the communists Coca-Cola
-and sorgg, #tover cakes.
+x Not everyone greeted the conquerors
“with joy. A police officer, whose.uni-
form identified him as Lt. Col. Long,
swent to the city’s main square, the

_site of the National Assembly. There.

“he saluted an army memorial statue

and put a bullet through his head. He

..died at a hospital shortly after.
.~ Many of Saigow’s people simply
_Stayed home. ’ -
“#¢They are nice now,” a young woman
-said by telephone, “but we must wait.”
ﬁThe fall of the palace symbolized
“the fall of the government, As an
‘tmarmed South Vietnamese soldier
struggled to open the gates, a Viétcong
‘tank, disregarding his efforts, simply
smashed through one of the pillars
supporting the gate, and several other
tanks followed it into the grounds.
:Some of the defenders clustered on
one side of the compound, hands in
the air.
“‘Within a few minutes of their ar-
rival, Communist troops were smiling,
sﬁakinxg hands and posing for news-
Tifen. [
+meohortly before that, President Minh
spoke informally to correspondents at
the palace about the surrender: “It
.had to be done. We had to save lives,
‘Vietnamese lives and foreign lives,
100.” Turning to a French newsman,
he said in an aside, “Tell the French
ambassador that you saw me here.”
~Then, he paced outside his office,
awaiting the Communist troops who
_Were coming to take him prisoner. In
Q’a}na'ng, a PRG official told reporters

that Minh “might §tiil have some role

to play in the fu‘a{re of Vietnam.”
Within hours, the streets of the qity

took on a festive air, and the looting

-and robberies that had been going on
“for the previous day or two came to a

halt. : )
French storekeepers stood outside
their shops.in some places; a. group

" of prisoners, some of-them in civi-

lian clothes, were marched wunder
guard toward the’ palace; Commu-qlst
tanks ground abandoned South Viet-
namese military--uniforms into ‘ghe.
asphalt of .Tu Do Street, the garlsh
strip of bars and hostesses whose
name means “independence”; a boat-
load of people tried to set off down
the Saigon River for the sea, but
turned back after a Vietcong tank
fired a shot across the bow.
President Minh was, escortéd away
by Vietcong soldiers. One report said
he was. brought back to the palace to
rebroadeast hig surrender appeal. An-

_other said the second appeal was just

a recording. S
In the grass across from the presi-
dential palace troops set up camp and

coeked in the open, pausing to talk

. with Western newsmen.

At the abandoned U.S. embassy, the
scene was different.

Among the sad people were the
many Vietnamese who worked for the
Americans and who, — unlike about
60,000 of their countrymen—did not
get out. Some of the Americans had
told them 'they could expect a blood-
bath under a Communist government.
Now they were not sure what to expect.
They faded, as best they could, into
the background. - :

A Vietnamese secretary at the United
States . Information * Service, left be-
hind in the rapid evacuation, said she
was not angry at her boss. “I think he
tried to help, but there were just too

many people,”-she said. o

About 100 Vietnamese still huddled
on the roof of the embassy, forlornly
waiting after dawn for an evacuation
flight that would never come, as Com-
munist tanks passed through the street
in front.

One of the would-be refugees was a
belligerent soldier wearing a flak
jacket and helmet and carrying an
M-16 automatic rifle. He told a news-
man that he would have thrown him
to the ground, five floors below, if he

‘had been an American.

Bitterness against the/ Americans
Was common. The corridors and stair-
ways of the embassy still retained the
smell of the tear gas that the Iast
Marines used against Vietnamese to
make their exit unhindered by non-
American passengers.

_ A bronze plague with names of the
five - American servicemen who died
there In a 1968 attack was-torn from

the lobby wall. An American corre-
spondent retrieved it.

One memento from the embasy was
saved, a color portrait of former Presi-
dent Nixon and his family, inscribed
“To Ambassador and Mrs. Graham
Martin with appreciation for their
service to the nation. From Richard
Nixon.”

A French businessman who said he
was taking refugee in the New Zea-
land embassy grabbed the picture.

“I know the ambassador,” he said.
“I will personally deliver it to him in
the United States some time in the
future.”

- The looters were in a playful mood.
“It is our embassy now,” one said..

One young man attempted to filch
film from a newsman’s camera bag,
but another upbraided him: “These
aren’t’ Americans. They are all right.
Leave them alone.” ) i

Outside the embassy, Thongnhut
Boulevard was littered with ‘burned
American cars. '

A newsman reported that some looters
took one of the embassy’s shredders,
noting that a pile of dust on the floor
probably represented documents des-
troyed the night before the evacuation.
Ed Bradley of CBS quoted a U.S. diplo-
mat as saying that he burned nearly $5
millien in U.S. currency. Bradley said

_he had seen charred bills with Andrew

Jackson’s face—$20 bills—in the em-
bassy.

-The radio of the Provisional Revolu-
tionary Government broadeast “Ten
Commandments” of the policy it in-
tends to apply in South Vietnam: ~

1, Existing agencies and organiza-
tions must carry out a policy of “rev-
olutionary government.” Abolition of
the old system and its laws, dissolution
of “all reactionary parties and other
organizations serving imperialism and
puppet regimes.”

2. Sexual equality and freedom of
thought and worship.

- 3. Prohibition of all divisive activity
and a “call to unity” to “build the new
life.”
- 4. Guaranteed right to work and uni-
versal “obligation to support the rev-
olution.” .

5. All property of the “puppet ad-

"ministration” will be controlled by the

PRG.

6. “National duty” to care for or-
phans and the infirm.

7. Encouragement of rural areas to
increase production.

8. Cultural entities, hospitals and
schools run by foreigners should con-
tinue serving the people. Talents use-
ful in building the country will be
nutured,

9. Welcome and kindness for sol-
diers who desert enemy ranks.

10. “Except for those who oppose
the revolution — and they will be
punished—foreign persons and prop-
erty will be guaranteed safety.”



