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"The Soviet Union actéd as
the principal mtermedlary
et d1plomat1c ex-

'dur'ng the ten days prior to
Tu y’s™ %cua’ao

e efforts to con%act
North Vietngm. They were:

[ Tp bring about a
ceas&ﬁre before a final
North Vietnamese military
drive against Saigon.

@ To arrange a political
accommodation in Saigon

- sional Revolutlon‘
ernment (PRG)
South. - -

@ To conduct an )
evacuation of Americans
and South Vietnamese under
controlled conditions.

These three points, ac-
cordlng to the sources,
formed the substance of a
message ' passed to Hanoi
with the help of the Soviet
Union.. It was understood
thatthe Soviet Embassy in
Washington was- used: as the |
main point of contact |
the: U.S. positien ag
the North Vietname
ernment 3

The sources said Hanoi re-
sponded to the U.S. initiative

in a manner that led the
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elped Arrange

Ford administration to be-
lieve it had more time to
evacuate Americans and
South Vietnamese than actu-
ally proved to be the case.

mg pabz over along-
od of time. .

on  the messages
belng passed back and forth

comid have overrun” Sazgon

at any meoment. * .

In rgtrospect UiS. offi-
cials now believe the diplo-
matic contacts with Hanoi
through the ..Soviet
may h ave been responsi’lilé

for the pause in the North
Vletnamgse drive agamst
Saigon.

In the end hOWever the
diplomatic efforts 1 proved

-too little and too late to ;.c-

Los Angeles ﬁme! ;

Does this mean
promise or under
1é be allow
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product of
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