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By JOHN W. FINNEY

‘Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April 28 —
President Ford convened an
emergency meeting of the Na-
tional Security Council this
‘evening, apparently 'to consider
whether to order an evacuation
of all Americans remaining in
South Vietnam. ‘ '

The meeting lasted slightly
less than an hour, and the
President’s press secretary re-
ported later that “there has not
been an order to evacuate.”

The special meeting of the
iPresident’s top national . secu-
rity advisers was called shortly
after the Defense Department
received 'a “flash report” from
the American Embassy in
Saigon that two marines guard-
ing the defense attaché’s office
in the Tan Son Nhut Airport
outside Saigon had been Kkilled
in a Communist rocket bar-
‘rage.

At the same time, the Penta-
gon also received a report that:
a United States C-130 transpoert

parked at the Saigon airport to
pick up Vietnamese refugees
had been destroyed by Com-
munist rocket fire.

The White House would say
only that the Security Council
meeting had been convened to
review developments in South
Vietnam. But the immediate
presumption in Pentagon and
State Department circles was
that the President and his ad-
visers were considering whether
to order a final evacuation of
all Americans in view of the
deteriorating military situation
around Tan Son Nhut airport.

Ron Nessen, the Presidential
press secretary, said that Mr.
Ford had ordered the meeting
after receiving a note while he
was meeting with energy and
economic advisers in the late
afterncon. i

The Deefnse Department an-|
nolnced earlier in the day that’
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llarge numbers of South Viet-
inamese refugees would ‘be
|flown to three military bases
in Arkansas, Florida and Cali-
fornia for temporary housin
B ) ry g
in the United States.

The Administration was un-
der rising Congressional ‘pres-
sure, even before the rocket
attack, to order the evacuation
of all Americans. After the
killing. of the two marines,
Senater Richard S. Schweiker,
Republican of Pennsylvaia, is-
sued a statement charging that
the Administration was risking
the lives of Americans “agl a
subterfuge to evacuate South!
Vietnamese.” :
. “We've stalled this evacua-|.
tion for at least a week] and
maybe two,” the: Senator: said.|
“This is madness:” =

The Pentagon said that the|:
movement of the refugees was|]
expected to-begin within the
next two days to Fort Chaffee
iin Arkansas, Eglin Air Force
Base in Florida and the Marine|:
Corps’ Camp Pendleton in Cali-|'
fornia.., Each base. according
to the Pentagon, can handle
iup to 20,000 refugees.

The decision to bring them|
to this country was made at
the direction of Ambassador
L. Dean Brown, the director
of the Vietnamese refugee pro-
gram, to reduce the large build-
up of :South Vietnamese: at
United States bases in the Pacif-

ic, such as the base on: Guam|
and Clark ‘Air Force Base in
the Philippines.

According to the Pentagon
anouncement, the three mili-
tary bases will serve as “re-
ception' centers”  providing
temporary ~housing for “up

to 90 days or more.” The South
Yletnamese, according to offi-
cials, will be processed at the

‘centers for eventual permission
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supplied by the State Depart-
ment, Senator Dick Clark, De-
mocrat of Iowa, said that 140
Americans were evacuated on
Saturday and Sunday.

The State Department, mean-

‘time, said that as of yesterda

954 Americans were still in
South Vietnam, of whom all
‘but 116 were United States
Government employes.

Senator Clark said, “One
can’t help but speculate that
Americans are being held there
to bring out more Vietnamese.”

At a hearing of the House
Rules Committee, Representa-
tive John Joseph Moakley, Dem-
ocrat of Massachusetets, said,

to enter the United States, ei-
ther as immigrants or refugees.

The selection of the three
bases—one from each of. the
armed services—was reported
by Administration officials to
1ave run into objections from
some members of Congress
who represent the districts in
which the bases are situated.
The objections focused on the
possible adverse economic im-
pact of the influx in areas
where there was high unem-
ployment.

Senator John L. McClellan,
Democrat of Arkansas, said
that the number of South Viet-
namese “planned for evacua-
tion to the United States is
excessive and is probaly more
than we should undertake to
jaccommodate.”  Senator  Mec-
Clellan, chairman of the Senate
Appropriations Committee, said
that he intended to raise ques-
tions about the Administra-
tion’s request for $327-million
for humanitarian assistance in
South Vietnam and evacuation
of refugees.

In a statement on the Senate
floor, Senator Robert C. Byrd
of West Virginia, the assistant

Democratic leader, said that
he had “serious reservations”
about the Administration’s
plans to bring as many as
130,600 South Vietnamese re-
fugees to the United States.
-“Some very practical con-
siderations,” such as cultural
differences and unemployment,
he said, “raise grave doubts
about the wisdom of bringing
any sizable number of evacuees
here.”
Airlift Is Criticized
Meanwhile, there was rising
Congressional criticism — pri-
vately shared by high-ranking
Pentagon officials — that the
airlift out of Saigon was beig
used almost entirely to eva-
cuate South Vietnamese and
not to remove American citiz-
ens and their dependents.
Senator Mike Mansfield, the
Democratic leader, and Senator
Hugh Scott, the Republican
leader, both urged that all re-
maining Americans be removed
at once, and that the American
Embassy in Saigon be closed.
According to Senator Scott,
20,000 South Vietnamese had
ben evacuated, largely by air-
plane, as of this morning.
On the basis of information

‘It seems to me these Ameri-
cans are being held hostage
to get out the Vietnamese. I
don’t see why we can’t get
out 954 Americans when we
can get out 20,000 Vietnamese.”

The Rules Committee cleared
the way for a House vote to-
morrow on legislation that
would authorize $327-million
in -humanitarian aid and give
the President restricted author-
ity to use American troops to
protect the withdrawal of
American and South Vietnam-
ese citizens. The legislaiion
was approved by the Senate
last week.

Under the legislation, the
evacuation of South Vietnam-
ese would be secondary to
the withdrawal of American
citizens. Thus once all Ameri-
cans were withdrawn, the Pres-
ident would have no authority
to use troops to orotect the
evacuation of South Viet-
‘namese.

raham A. Martin, the United
States Ambassador in Saigon,
was reported to have been
given authority over the week-
end to decide when the remain-
ing Americans should be with-
drawn. A State Department

spokesman, Robert. Anderson,

. _y~
said today “no target date” had
been set for final evacuation.

Administration officials said ¥
that Mr. Martin was geing sup-'z
ported in his position that final
evacuation should not be or-
dered until requested by the
South Vietnamese Government
or until it appeared that Saigon
was on the verge of collapse.

State Department officials,
who had high praise for Mr.z%
Martin’s performance in the last ...
week, were still talking in terms
of “not pulling the plug” on the '’
Saigon Government by ordering'
the withdrawal of all Amerix :*
cans, and thus, in their opinion,
setting off a panicky situation: '™
that could imperil the Ameri= >w
cans. - v

To Pentagon officials: how- =
ever, it appeared that Saigon .
was near collapse or military
conquest, They were increasing- -+
ly critical, although still priva.
ately, of the State Department. .
and white house decision not ,.s
to pull out 2ll Americans whil
airplanes were still available. .

The alternative for a final .
evacuation would be to go in '’
with helicopters and marines in *~
an operation that Pentagon of-", .
ficials fear would lead to cas- .
ualties that could have been
avoided if the Americans had
been taken out earlier by air-
plane. e

There was increasing doubt
within the Pentagon about how' .
much longer it would be possi-""
ble to fly transports into Ton 5
Son Nhut Airport. outside; "
Saigon. -

The airport was shut down ..
temporarily yesterday, Saigen. g
time, when it was bombed and .
strafed by four A-37’s .The A-37
is a small jet supplied to South
Vietnam by the United States.

There was no immediate in-
formation from the Pentagon:
on whether the airlift had been s
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