
WXPol Government Order Ignored APR 2 9 1975 

Laos Crossroad Shelled 
VIENTIANE, April 28 

(UPI) --- Communist Shelling 
has prevented loyalist forces 
from reoccupying a strate-
gic road junction in north-

: ern Laos despite the coali-
tion government's order 
that Communist troops with-
draw, military sources said 
Monday. 

Saturday noon was the 
deadline for both sides to 
resume their original cease- , 

-. fire positions near Sala 
Phou Koun, 90 miles north 

;'of Vientiane. 
But the sources said that 

- as of Monday the junction 
on Highway 13, linking Vi-
entiane and the royal capi-
tal of Luang Prabang, was a 
no-man's land and closed to  

traffic. 
Loyalist forces tried Sat-

urday to move back to the 
junction of the highway and 
a little-used dirt track lead-
ing eastward to the Commu-
nist-controlled Plain of Jars, 
but retreated under shell-
fire, the sources said. 

A mixed force of North 
Vietnamese and Pathet Lao 
troops was reported to be 
dug in near the junction. 
Loyalist forces were about 
two miles south of the junc-
tion. 

Loyalist troops lost con-
troll of the junction after a 
week of sporadic fighting 
that started April 13, the 
Laotian new year. The 
cease-fire line, about 10 miles  

east of the junction had 
been disputed. 

In other developments, 
King Savang Vatthana and 
Queen Khamp,houi left-
Luang Prabang Monday 
aboard a Russian-piloted 
helicopter for the Commu-
nist Pathet Lao headquar-
ters at Sam. Neua rtear the 
North Vietnamese border. 

The 67-year-old king's six-
day visit will be his first to 
Communist-controlled terri-
tory since taking the throne 
in 1959. Such a trip was con-
sidered impossible until the 
formation of the coalition 
government last, year.' A 
number of Communist and 
loyalist Cabinet ministers 
accompanied him. 
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