U.S. Seeks to Speed Flow |
Of Refugees From Saigon
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5,000 Leaving Daily
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WASHINGTON, April 24—As
fears rose here that time was
running out ‘on plans for an
orderly evacuation of Ameri-
cans and Vietnamese from Sai-
gon, the director of President
Ford’s Refugee Task Force said
today that he was trying to}|
accelerate the outflow.

Ambassador L. Dean Brown,
who is coordinating the inter-
agency relief effort, said in a
fews briefing at the State De-
partment that about 5,000 per-
sons were being flown daily
to Guam, most of them in/
American military aircraft, but;
that he hoped “to see that;
raised enormously.” !

“Td like to see them up|
around 8,000 to 9,000,” he said,:
adding that if Communist;
forces Started shelling the air-
field in Saigon, the rescue pro-
gram would have to cease.

“That could happen at any
moment,” he said, but he de-
clined to speculate on how
much time remained to com-
plete the evacuation of as many
as 130,000 South Vietnamese,
50,000 of whom would be ad-
mitted to the United States on
“parole” status as “high risks’”
whose lives might be endan-
gered if they remained in Viet-
nam. ) _

In reply to a crowing concern
that has been expressed about
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i’the possible impact of largae
_numbers of refugees in any one
ﬁLarea in this time of recession,
“Mr. Brown pledged that “no
‘American city will be inundated
by Vietnam refugees.” )

- “We're going to try to dg’ this
as equitably as possible,” he
'said. He added that he had
‘given special assurance of this
to Senators Alan Cranston and
‘John V. Tunney of California,
both Democrats, who had in-
“dicated that they feared their
‘state might bear he brunt of
ithe influx. .

John V. Tunn An undertone
‘of disquiet about the resettle-
“ment of the refugees marked

‘the House debate on legislation,

‘which received tentative ap-

“ of the country, most of them to

-as the primary staging area for

-proval of a House-Senate con-
ference committee today, to
.permit the use of American
-troops if necessary to evacute
_remaining American civilians
from Saigon and to provide
funding for the refugee pro-
‘gram. )

r. Representative William J.
‘Randall, Democrat of Missouri,
said today that his telephone
he had been tied up all day
-yesterday with calls about the
Vietnamese refugees from peo-
.ple in his district, which in-
cludes Independence, Mo.

© “We don’t want them in our
area,” he said. “The place to
.put them is in the Pacific Trust
JIslands.”

In his briefing today, Ambas-
sador Brown emphasized that
Jno resettlement plans had been
.made,

. “The first task is evacua-
tion,” he said. “That is the
highest priority.”

1,681 Americans Remain

Since April 1, Mr. Brown
said, 3,474 Americans had been
evacuated from Saigon, leaving
1,681. Of those remaining, he
"said, 813 are servicemen or ci-
vilian government employes,
405 are American contractors,
284 are other Americans, such

-as members of the press or mis-

sionaries, and 179 are Ameri-

~ can dependents.

 Later, a State Department of-
ficial who asked not to be iden-
tified said the total number of
Americans in Saigon would be
reduced to 1,100 by tomorrow.
. Ambassador Brown said that,
at last count, 12,000 South
Vietnamese had been flown out

Andersen Air Force Base in
Guam, which has been set up

refugees. }

. “The great "~majority who
have moved to date are rela-
tives” of persons in the United
States, Mr. Brown said. He
added that the Government es-
timated that as many as 75,0600
persons may qualify for entry
into the United States under
that category.

The refugee program is in-
cluding mothers, fathers, hus-|
bands, wives, children and un-
married brothers ‘and sisters'
“who are living in the same
household” in the category of
telatives who may be admitted,
Ambassador Brown said.

He also said that President
Ford had decided that as many
as 50,000 refugees could be
granted entry as high risks.

Asked to define persons who
might be included in the high-
risk category, Mr. Brown said,
“Some of: our..own employes
are high risk and some of the
intellectual or political leaders
of Vietnam are high risk.”

Under questioning, he con-

lceded that' some members of
%the_ South Vietnamese national
ipolice and persons who took
jpart in Operation Phoenix, a
iformer Central Intelligence
jAgency program that included
assassination of Vietcong lead-
ers, might also be admitted
under the high-risk quota.

Ambassador Brown said that
decisions on who should be air-
lifted out of Saigon were being
made on the spot by United
States Embassy officials there.

He added that much of the
red tape was being cut to speed
up the process and that applica-
tions were being handled in
hours that normally would take
weeks.

As for resettlement, Ambas-
sador Brown said the inter-
agency task force was meeting
daily to attempt to work out
plans. '

He said efforts were being
made to “internationalize” the
problem and that appeals had
been made to the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for
refugees and to the Intergov-
ernmental Committee on Euro-
pean Migration for assistance.
The United States has also
sounded out a number of other
countries about their willing-
ness to accept some of the
refugees, he said, and the Inter-
inational Red Cross and the
‘United States Council of Volun-
tary. Agencies, an umbrella
crganization for church-related

groups, has been asked to help.

Mr. Brown said the voluntary
groups’ role would be to help
find housing and jobs for the
refugees after they arrived in
the United States.

“We did it with Hungarians
and we can do it again,” hej
said, referring to the resettle-
ment of 40,000 refugees from
Hungary after the anti-Com-
munist uprising there in 1956.

Since the early nineteen-
sixties, about 675,000 anti-
Castro Cubans have also been
resettled in the Unitad States.

Legal Authority Cited

i Those refugees who are be-
“mg admitted on a “parole”
basis as high risks are covered
by a section of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act of
11952. The section reads: o
r’ “The Attorney general may,}
|

in his discretion, parole into|"
the United States temporarily
junder such conditions as he
|{may prescribe for emergent
‘reasons or for reasons deemed
strictly in the public interest,
any alien applying for admis-
sion to the United States, but!
such parole of such aliens shall |
not be regarded as an admis-
sion of the alien and when the
purposes of such parole shall,
in the opinion of the Attorney
General, have been served, the




alien shall forthwith return or
be returned to the custody
from which he was paroled and
thereafter his case shall con-
tinue to be dealt with in the
same manner as that of any
lother applicant for admission
‘to the United States.”

“It says temporary, but it’s
open-ended,” Verne Jervis, a
spokesman for the Immigration
and Naturalization Service,
said. Moreover, Congress has
passed special laws to allow
both the Hungarian and Cuban
refugees to “adjust their sta-
tus” by appying for residence
as permanent aliens, he noted.

The Attorney General’s pa-
role authority is “used quite
commonly,” Mr. Jervis said,
adding that 33,000 persons —
11,600 of them Cubans — were
admitted to the United States
under parole last year.




