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A
fter ten

 years, h
e's n

ot at h
om

e 

C
anoga P

ark 
L

os A
ngeles C

ounty 

"
1
 trie

d
 to

 fit in
to

 th
e
 

A
m

erican
 w

ay
 o

f life, b
u
t 

n
o
w

 I try
 to

 g
et o

u
t o

f it," 
says a S

outh V
ietnam

ese or-
p
h
an

 w
h
o
 cam

e h
ere ten

 
y
ears ag

o
 an

d
 w

an
ts to

 g
o
 

back to his hom
eland. 

"I can
n

o
t g

et accep
ted

 in
 

A
m

erica. T
h

ey
 can

't accep
t 

m
e and I can't accept them

," 
said S

on M
inh N

gU
yen R

ock-
stroh, 21. "I w

ould prefer to 
g

o
 b

ack
 to

 th
e sim

p
le an

d
 

en
jo

y
ab

le life I h
ad

 in
 V

iet-
n
am

. W
h
eth

er it's C
o
m

m
u
-

n
ist o

r n
o

t, I d
o

n
't care." 

H
e an

d
 h

is sister, K
im

, 
w

ere am
o

n
g

 th
e first V

iet-
n
am

ese o
rp

h
an

s b
ro

u
g
h
t to

 
the U

nited. S
tates. A

 special 
act of C

ongress W
as needed 

for their adoption in 1965 by 
the P

hillip R
ockstrohs of O

x-
n

ard
. 

S
o

n
 said

 in
 an

 in
terv

iew
 

th
at V

ietn
am

ese can
n

o
t b

e 
at hom

e in A
m

erica. 
"Y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 y
o

u
're d

iffer-
ent than everybody else, and 
y

o
u

 w
an

t to
 b

e lik
e ev

ery
-

b
o

d
y

 else," h
e said

. 
"B

ut 
y
o
u
 k

n
o
w

 y
o
u
 can

't b
e lik

e 
ev

ery
b
o
d
y
 else, so

 y
o
u
 feel 

rejected
." 

"A
m

erican
s h

av
e to

 ex
-

pect any V
ietnam

ese person 
to som

eday look for his roots 
in

 h
is h

o
m

e
 c

o
u
n
try

," h
e
 

added. 
V

ietnam
 w

as not peaceful 
w

hen S
on left ten years ago. 

H
e lost his left hand in a fire 

th
at d

estro
y
ed

 h
is v

illag
e. 

H
e still has visions of bloody 

bodies. 
B

u
t h

e said
, "W

h
en

 I g
et 

letters fro
m

 m
y

 V
ietn

am
ese 

m
o
th

er, I so
m

etim
es th

in
k
 

I sh
o
u
ld

 h
av

e stay
ed

 o
v
er 

there. W
hen the C

oM
m

unists 
start g

ettin
g
 clo

se, I so
m

e-
tim

es w
ish

 I co
u

ld
 g

o
 b

ack
 

an
d
 d

ie w
ith

 m
y
 fam

ily
." 

W
h

en
 h

e first cam
e h

ere, 
S

o
n

 recalled
, h

e lit a fire o
n

 
th

e flo
o

r o
f h

is n
ew

 h
o

m
e," 

ju
st as h

e h
ad

 d
o

n
e in

 V
iet-

nam
. • 

"It w
as n

atu
ral fo

r m
e," 

h
e
 sa

id
. "M

y
 fa

m
ily

 w
a
s 

fu
rio

u
s, b

u
t th

ey
 co

u
ld

n
't 

ex
p

lain
 it to

 m
e b

ecau
se I 

c
o
u
ld

n
't u

n
d
e
rsta

n
d
 E

n
-

g
lish

." 
"T

he adjustm
ent to A

m
er-

ican food w
as also hard, be-

cau
se th

e fo
o

d
 th

at is g
o

o
d

 
fo

r A
m

erican
s g

iv
es V

iet- • 
n

am
ese a sto

m
ach

 ach
e," 

S
on said. 
A

n
o
th

er p
ro

b
lem

 w
as h

is 

V
ie

tn
a
m

e
se

 tra
it o

 f n
o
t 

show
ing affection. 

"W
e don't hug each other 

o
r sh

ak
e. h

an
d
s," h

e -said. 
"A

ll w
e do is bow

." 
M

rs. R
o
ck

stro
h
 recalled

 
th

e p
ain

 sh
e felt w

h
en

 S
o
n
 

rejected her affection. 
"It h

u
rt v

e
ry

 m
u

c
h

 b
e
-

cau
se w

h
en

 
I first p

u
t m

y
 

arm
s aro

u
n

d
 h

is sh
o

u
ld

ers, 
h

e
 ju

st p
u

sh
e
d

 m
y

 h
a
n

d
 

aw
ay

," sh
e said

. 
A

m
erica, w

asn't w
hat S

on 
thought it w

ould be. 
"I p

ictu
red

 'ev
ery

b
o

d
y

 
in

g
 in

 a g
ian

t sk
y

scrap
er, 

because the only pictures of 
A

m
erica I saw

 in
 V

ietn
am

 
w

e
re

 o
f sk

y
sc

ra
p

e
rs. I 

thought nothing could possi 
h

ly
 b

e w
ro

n
g

 j.n
 A

m
erica. 

N
ex

t to
 h

eav
en

, A
m

erica is 
it, I th

o
u
g
h
t." 

A
n

d
 S

o
n

 w
a
sn

't w
h

a
t 

A
m

erican children expected; 
"A

nother thing that both- • 
e
re

d
 m

e
 w

a
s th

a
t e

v
e
ry

 
A

m
erican

 k
id

 th
in

k
s ev

ery
 

O
riental kid know

s judo; ka- -
rate an

d
 k

u
n
g
 fu

. T
o
 h

av
e 

frie
n

d
s, a

 
V

ietnam
ese kid 

w
ill 

lie ab
o

u
t h

is ex
p

eri-
ences in V

ietnam
. A

nd I w
as 

a
 p

ro
fe

ssio
n

a
l a

t te
llin

g
 

lies." 
A

sso
cia

ted
 P

ress 

SFC
hronicle 	

A
P

R
 2 5 1975.  
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