
TROOP USE RR 2 4 1975 
Congress 
OKs Limited 
Troop Use 

Washington SFChronicle 
Amid sometimes harsh de-

bate, the senate and house 
approved separate plans yes-
terday an•d early today to 
provide up to $327 million 
for refugee relief and for 
limited use of troops to eva-
cuate Americans and South 
Vietnamese from Saigon. 

Congress still must recon-
cile the differences in the 
two measures and take final 
votes in each chamber be-
fore a bill can be sent to the 
White House. 

Under the senate bill, ap-
proved 75-17, $100 million 
would be provided for evac-
uation operations and $150 
million for refugee relief. 
Carefully prescribed terms 
would permit use of U.S. 
troops to evacuate Ameri-
cans and South Vietnamese 
who accompanied them, but 
only until the last of the 
Americans was rescued. 

Under the house bill, ap-
proved 230 to 187, $77 mil- 
lion would be provided for 
evacuation and $300 million 
for humanitarian aid. It 
would not restrict evacuation 
procedures but simply re-
quire that the minimum 
number of troops and de-
gree of force be used. 

Both House and Senate 
bills would also authorize 
emergency humanitarian 
aid for South Vietnam. 

California's senator s, 
Democrats Alan • Cranston 
a n d John Tunney, voted 
against the bill. 
President Ford, in a 

speech before a joint session 
of Congress on April 10, had 
asked for $250 million in hu-
manitarian aid and $722 mil- 
lion in emergency military 
assistance as well as broad 
authority to use troops to 

protect the evacuation of 
Americans and South Viet-
namese. 

With the rapidly deterio-
rating military situation in 
South Vietnam, there was 
overwhelming opposition in 
Congress to providing any 
additional military aid to the 
Saigon government, and it 
seemed unlikely that Con-
gress would act• upon the 
President's request. 

There was little disagree-
ment in Congress over pro-
viding the requested human-
itarian aid, but considerable 
controversy developed in the 
Senate and House over givz 
ing the President authority 
to use American troops for 
the evacuation of South Viet-
namese citizens whose lives 
might be endangered. 

T h e administration has 
talked in terms of evacuat-
ing as many. as 175,000-South 
Vietnamese; 	ribjective 
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that officials privately are 
concending no longer seems 
attainable. 

A concern expressed in 
the House and Senate was 
that a large-scale evacua-
tion of South Vietnamese, 
such as proposed by the ad-
ministration, could lead to a 
military reinvolvement by 
American forces in the final 
stages of the Vietnam war. 

Mr. Ford has contended 
that he has inherent powers 
as commander-in-c h i e f to 
use troops to protect the 
evacuation of Americans, al-
though he asked that this au-
thority be "clarified" by 
Congress. At the same time, 
Mr. Ford said he needed 
Congressional authority to 
use American troops for the 
evacuation of foreign nation-
als from South Vietnam. 

The  administration has 
asked for broad authority to 
use American troops in an 
evacuation of Americans 
and South Vietnamese. But 
the legislation, as it was 
emerging from Congress, 
would give the President cir-
cumscribed authority to use 
the troops for evacuation of 

South Vietnamese. 
In the Senate bill, the 

President could not use any 
more troops than were es-
sential for evacuating Amer-
icans, and the use of the 
troops would be restricted to 
areas where Americans 
were being evacuated, and 
the use of the troops could 
not be extended to evacuate 
South Vietnamese. 

The effect of these limita-
tions, as explained by sena-
tors on the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, who 
drafted the legislation, was 
to restrict, both by geogra-
phy and time, the number of 
South Vietnamese who could 
be evacuated under Ameri-
can military protection. In 
effect, the use of troops to 
evacuate South Vietnamese 
would become incidental to 
the evacuation of Ameri-
cans. 

The House bill would au-
thorize exacuation of South 
Vietnamese "to whose lives 
a direct and imminent threat 
exists"—but only to the ex-
tent that U.S. forces were 
already being used to eva-
cuate Americans, their de-
pendents and relatives. 

New York Times 
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