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April 21—A United Nations re-
lief representative has reported 
'after a weekend visit to 
the Communist-controlled South 
Vietnamese city of Da Nang 
that some food rationing has 
been instituted there because 
of shortages. 

The shortages will lreach a 
danger point in the future, the 
official said, unless outside as-
sistance is obtained. 

The report was made by 
Alex Casella,,relief representa-
tive for the United Nations 
High Commissioner fr Refugees, 
after he returned to his base 
in Hanoi, North Vietnam. His 
findings, cabled to United Na-
tions headquarters in Geneva, 
were made public here today. 

Mr. Casella said that some 
aid was being provided by for-
eign governments, mainly the 
'Soviet Union, but that the local 
authorities had emphasized the 
need for emergency assistance. 

Distribution Called Fair 
He reported that the Com- I 

munist authorities in Da Nang 
seemed to be distributing avail-
able supplies equitably and to 
the most needy. 

He said he found conditions 
!normal, with shops, restaurants 
and schools open and electrici-
ty and other public services 
functioning. 

The most serious situation, ,  
he added, was that posed by 1 
the influx of refugees from the 
countryside, which has swollen,' 
the population from 400,000 to 
900,000. 

According to Mr. Casella, the 
Communist authorities who 
gained contro: of Da Nang 
three weeks ago have begun 
moving 200,000 refugees back 
to rural areas. The others who 
'do not belong will be "moved 
and rehabilitated progressive-
ly," he said, stressing that 
United Nafions help was ur-
gently needed to assist the re-
settlement. 

The United States is known; 
to have asked Sir Robert Jack-, 
son, the aid coordinator here,' 
what assurances there were 
that the help from the United 
Nations Children's Fund and 
the High Commissioner's Office 
was reaching those for whom it 
was intended. There was no in-
dication whether the inquiry 
meant that Washington was 
considering aiding the hum•ani-
tarian program, which has been 
supported by $10-million from a 
dozen other governments. 

A few United Nations relief 
experts have traveled in the 
areas controlled by . the Viet-
cong's Provisional Revolution-
ary Government. Officials here 
concede that under present cir-
cumstances, distribution has to 
be arranged by local authori-
ties and cannot be supervised. 


