
American officials keep-
ing track of these reports, 
most of them unverified at 
this point, think it may take 
another month or two be-
fore more reliable informa-
tion on the extent of killing 
carzied out even thus far 
may be available. 

A n d, if historical patterns 
are 1.7 guide, many offirm13 
believe it will take many 
more months for an actt'ai 
"bloodbath" in the south to 
unfold if it is going to hap-
pen. 

These specialists believe, 
for example, that Conirnu-
nist captors immediately get 
rid of the police—there are 

reports that this has hap-
pened in places like Phuoc-
long, Banmethout and Dan-
ang. Then, the local popula-
tion is generally encouraged 
to settle down and calm 
down. Later, local Vietcong, 
with lists of government 
supporters kept up to date 
over many years. single out 
those who are to be pun- 
ished or •killed. 	, = 

Yesterday, Secretary of 
State Henry A. Kissinger 
said he had "received re-
ports which seem plausible 
to us of execution of certain. 
categories of-: personnel" in 
Communist-controlled areas. 

Though Kissinger added 
that at this point it is impos-
sible to make a full judg-
ment on what is taking 
place, he told the House In-
ternational Relations Com-
mittee: 'We expect the Com-
munists to eliminate all pos-
sible opponents." 
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Most Killing .Reports Unverified 
By Michael Getler and Marilyn Berger 

Washington Poet Staff Writers 
Top U.S. officials feel cer-

tain that at least some re-
ports of murder and execu-
tion carried out by Commu-
nist forces in recently cap-
tured South Vietnamese ter-
ritory are true, but there is 
still little evidence of what 
is happening and on what 
scale. 
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Bloodbath: A liti c/45.5  Becomes a Fear 

A Terrified Embassy Secretary 
By William Tuohy 

Los Angeles Times 

SAIGON, April 182—In-
creasingly in this beleag- 
uered capital, fears are be-
ing expressed about the na-
ture and extent of reprisals 
by the Communists if and 
when they take over. 

While U.S. officials 
Southeast Asia historians 
may debate the validity of 
the "bloodbath theory," 
many Vietnamese are i very 
frightened. 

The reason is clear: for 
years, the propaganda from 
the Provisional Revolution-
ary Government and from 
'Hanoi has warned that those 
who support the Saigon gov-
ernment or work with the 
U.S. government would be 
dealt with severely. 

One might not expect a, 
Vietnamese secretary in the 
U.S. embassy's personnel 
section to fear for her life, 

' yet she says. "I am terrified. 
I am afraid of what they 
will do, not only to me but 
to my family." 	 See 

and 

If this young woman's 
fears turn but to be un-
founded, they are neverthe-
less shared by many. Such 
feelings pose an enormous 
problem, morally and logis-
tically, to U.S. embassy offi-
cials, U.S. businessmen and 
news media-  managers when 
it comes to deciding which 
Vietnamese employees 
should be eligible to board 
whatever evacuation flights 
may be in the offing. 

In the Mekong Delta, a 
U.S. official says, "I've got 
60 Vietnamese employees 
and their families and they 
are all counting on me to get 
them out." 

In Saigon, an American 
reporter was approached by 
a former employee who has 
not worked for the Ameri-
can news organization for 
six years, but who still asks 
if he can be put on the 
newspaper's evacuation list. 



Killing Reports 
Mostly Unverified' 

• 

KILLING, From Al 

During the Tet offensive 
in 1968,' U.S. officials say, 
the CoMmunists came in 
with lists to liquidate police 
officials while the battle 
was going on. 

If .a policema.n was found 
at home he usually was tied 
up and forced to watch 

• while his family was killed 
one by one. 

Alleged atrocities in re-
cently conquered territory 

• include: 
tu • A. report from a Bud-

dhist  monk at Banmethuot 
who claimed to , have wit- 

" nessed 	a 	Communist 
• -roundup in the central mar-

ket sqUare of 300 local nota-
bles an their' families. The , 

--. heads of the • families were 
reporteoly shot on the spot. 

• Their families were taken 
mit of tqWn and killed later. 

0 A eport from a Viet-
namese 3who claims to have 

-1. been an eyewitness to • a 

rocket attack on a bridge 
that was being crossed by 
refugees from the II Corps 
area. The refugees were 
shot while trying to swim 
ashore. The eyewitness esti-
mated that about 2,000 per-
sons were killed. 

• Another report from 
Banmethuot from a Viet-
namese, :syho said he was 
told by a friend in the Viet-
cong to get out while he 
could because they were 
planning to classify the in-
habitants and take the class 
enemies to the "slaughter-
house!' 

A number of American 
antiwar groups, most nota-
bly the Indochina Resource 
Center, have in the past 
challenged accounts of pre-
vious alleged Communist 
massacres, especially the re-
port that some 5,000 persons 
were executed in the city of 
Hue in 1968 because of their 
affiliations with the Saigon 
government. 



So far, there have been no 
direct reports from the oc-
cupied provinces of repris-
als, let alone bloodbaths. 

"Of course, it would be il-
logical for the Communists 
to carry out reprisals this 
soon," said a Western ex-
pert. "For the mdinent, it is 
in HanoiPs 'interest to re-
store, law and order and' 
(keep the cities fUnctioning. 
Executions nosr.fW" ould only 
create more tension." \ 

There are conflict* 
views here on the extent of 
possible Communist repris-
als in the event of the take--
over of the rest of South Vi-
etnam. 

The most hopeful view, 
which is held by some Viet- 
namese, though usually not 
those who work for the-gov-
ernment, it that Hanoi will 
be more lenient than gener-
ally believed if it gains its 
ends in' the South. 

"Handi wants to create an 
international, public image 
o laWful succession' "to 
pOwer,4  said an experienced 
Vietnaniese 	journalist 
"They don't Want to come in 
and kill a lot of people. And 
they won't have to, once 
they 'have control of the 
whole country." 

The Apposite view, how-
ever, maintains that •the 
"blood debt" list that the 
Communists have often re-
ferred to is very large in-
deed, and that those debts 
will be.  called in, if not im-
mediately, then in good 
time. ,1 

ThoseIwho hold this view 
of Communist intentions 
make varying estimates of 
the sizO of the blood debt 
list, ranging anywhere from 
50,000 tO three million. - 

Whate4ver the actual fig-
ures, most observers  con-
cede that the .Chief targets 
for a blood purge would be 
South Vietnamese senior po-
lite officers, particularly 

2 those ini(olved in counter in- 
telligence, senior army offi- 
cers, hamlet officials and 
key public administrators in 
Saigon; some revolutionary 

0 

• 
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One has only to look at 
the pathethic lines of Viet-
namese women at the Amer-
ican consular office here 
with telegrams from ex-boy 
friends in the United States, 
hoping that such messages 

somehow qualify them 
1 , for travel documents, to 

sense the fear in the air. 

development cadres and top 
members of the landlords 
and business classes. 

Teachers are high on the 
list' of marked men, since 
the Hanoi government, valu-
ing heavily the power of the 
word, believes they are a 
Particularly dangerous class. 

Political leaders and intel-
lectuals are also expected to 
be singled out, but they may 
well avoid execution, it is 
said, as long as they recant 
past errors and offer no 
threat to a Communist re-
girne. 

Most ordinary soldiers 
and policemen may be 
spared punishment on the 
ground that they were 
forced to fight or serve in 
tne Saigon government. 

The 2 million-South Viet-
namese Catholics believe 
they will especially be 
marked for unfavorable 
treatment, 	., particularlY 
those who fled Hanoi 'af-
ter the Communist takeover 
in 1954. 

Similarly, non-Catholics 
who chose to leave the 
North tend to think that 
they will come in for 
harsher treatment under a 
Communist' rule' than their 
native southern brethren. 

It is conceivable that in 
the event of a military stale- 
mate, the United States 
might negotiate with Hanoi 

'for the . removal of  those 
''outh Vietnamese ' who 
worked with 

to 
 -United 

States and wish to leave. 
put it Li unclear whether 

the North or the present 
Saigon government would 
agree to such an evacuation. 
'The belief here is that the 
very South Vietnamese offi- 
cials who would like to take 
advantage of an evacuation 
are those who are holding 
the country together admin-
istratively. 

Obviously, not everyone 
who workgd for the Ameri- 
can§ would' be endangered. 
Dishwashers, cooks and 
drivers are thought to, be in 
no danger. But many of 
higher-level workers, rightly 
or wrongly, fear they will be 
tainted by their association 
with the United States and 
treated harshly by the Com-

munists. 
"Basically, the Commu-

nists view this as a, class 
war," sums up one expert 
here. "And if nothing else, 
most South Vietnamese 
from business leaders to cab 
drivers are capitalists of the 
most laisser-faire kind." 


