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CLARK. AIR BASE, The 

Philippines, April 17 — An-
other 104 Americans and Vi-
etnamese dependents arri- 
ved from Saigon today as 
part of a quiet, continuing 
exodus from America's long- . 
est war. 

U.S. Air Force C-141 Star- 
lifters brough three loads of 
people and materiel to this 
vast installation, the largest 
American overseas air base, 
where 26 months ago the 
last prisoners of war landed 
from North Vietnam to sig-
nal the emotional climax of 
direct U.S. combat involve-
ment in the Indochina con-
flict. 

Those who arrived,  today 
were mostly U.S. contract 
personnel who had labored 
in the cities and countryside 
of Vietnam on construction 
and maintenance jobs. Some 
had Vietnamese wives and 
children with them, and 
most said they had little or 
no notice of their hasty de-
parture from Saigon. 

A New Jersey man/Said 
that as recently as Monday 
his maintenance group was 
told it would remain in Viet-
n,tni indefinitely. But as the 
military situation continued 
to worsen, sudden orders 
sent him to Clark on the 
first leg of a long trip home. 

Most of the Saigon expa-
triates arriving here were 
placed on other air force 
`flights within a-few hours to 
continue their trips to the 
United States. 

Meanwhile, about 250 Vi-
etnamese who arrived over 
the past week are being 
kept almost incommunicado 
in a three-story barracks as 
stateless persons—the first 
of perhaps hundreds of thou-
sands of refugees whose fu-
ture will pose knotty prob-
lems for the U.S. diplomatic 
service. 

These Vietnamese mana-
ged to get out of Saigon on 
air force flights without 
passports or other formal 
travel documents. The Phi-
lippiines has not agreed to 
receive them, but is closing 
official eyes to their pres-
ence for humanitarian rea-
sons. American officials 
from President Ford down 
have said the United States 
will give fleeing Vietnamese 
a place to live—but so far 
no legal procedures have 
been worked out to make 
this promise a reality. 

Some of this first group of 
stateless refugees are fe-
male servants, common-law 
wives and children of Amer-
icans in Saigon. A few have 
legal passports themselves 
but lack documentation for 
their accompanying children' 
and relatives. 

The air force is feeding 
and housing the refugees 
free of charge, and the State 
Department is interviewing 
them as the first steps to-
ward establishing an Ameri-
can identify. Orders have 
come down to keep the refu-
gees away from the press at 
all costs, and guards have 
been posted around their 
barracks. Their movements 
are limited. 

The reason Mr the unu-
sual procedures appears to 
be uncertainty in high levels 
of government about their 
status and fear of establish-
ing precedents.- It is also be-
lieved that officials fear 
news of the presence of the 
refugees may anger the Sai-
gon government, and per-
haps create a large demand 
from other Vietnamese for 
similar evacation opportuni-
ties. 

Air force officials have 
prepared to feed and house 
as many as 5,000 stateless 
refugees at one time, if the 
present trickle should be-
come a flood. 

The steady, low-key exo-
dus from Saigon continues 
at this logistical base which 
long supported the bone and 
sinew of the Indochina war. 


