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S.F. Aid Group's Answers

The Vietnam Orphans Who Really Aren't

By Duffy Jennings

Some of the children aijr-
lifted out of Vietnam may
not have been frue orphans,
an official of the group
which processed them at the
Presidio acknowledged yegs-
terday. _

“We have no way of
checking out what happened
in Vietnam,” said Bernard
Powell, a spokesman for Or-
phans  Airlift, the private,
non-profit organization
founded by a group of San
Franciseo businessmen to
provide food and medical
care for the arriving or-
phans.

“We were set up to take
care of the children. It is not
political; we’re not a police
force.”

Powell’s remarks were di-
rected at weekend reports
that some of the youngsters
definitely have parents here

or in Indochina or are the
children of high Vietnamese
political and military offi-
cials.

The reports came from of-
ficials 0f adoption agencies
coordinating the placement
of Vietnamese orphans in
American homes.

Maria Eitz, of Friends for
All  Children, the Boulder,
Colo., adoption agency that
sponsored most of the or-
phan flights, said some
wealthy Vietnamese parents
may have paid bribes to get
their children out of the
war-torn country.

Jane Barton, a representa-
tive of the American
Friends Service Committee,
which opposed' the airlifts,
Said she personally spoke to
four nieces and a nephew of

a South Vietnamese army

colonel who were placed in a
Saigon orphanage a few

days before they were flown
to California,

Powell said such reports

were passed on to adoption
agency officials in Saigon
for investigation.

“We can only make the
assumption that their papers
are legal documents until
they can be checked,” he
said.

Powell likened reports of

non-orphans being evacuat-
ed to saying ‘“the sun may
rise,” but discounted in
large part statements made
by any child under stress.

“What the children say in
their current emotional state
may be what they think you

- want to hear,” he said.

Meanwhile, Orphans Air-
lift volunteers were disman-
tling their hastily-organized

tacility at the Presidio yes-
terday as the airlift'came to
an indefinite halt.

In all, Powell said, 980
children were received at
the Presidio cetiter. The last
of “the children were dis-
charged to their adoptive
American families Sunday
night, except for 51 who re-
main hospitalized here for a
variety of illnesses.” :




