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Secret Non-Commitment

Whether technically a “commitment” or technically -
“secret,” the assurances which former President Nixon '
gave Saigon as the Paris Vietham accords were being

concluded obviously misled President Thieu into- expect-

ing more military support.than the Administration could -
deliver. The shiftiness of the transaction is upderscored

by the Administration’s subsequent reticente oh<He
subject even as Congress was. unwittingly. voiding thome

assurances seven months latee -+ ~1. 554, @ N
The White House may mow. be. sbie. to dliisn el
technical accuracy that the-sabstance of Wir: Nixems
exchanges with the South Vistnamess leader 11 Janngry
1973 was reflected in public statements, thoiéh in. con
texts so different as to give yastly different signitieance
to’ whatever promises were made. “Th ‘texts pf thoge
exchanges are still not plmﬁe,w %
statement last week confinined thet ‘Mr. Nbtol Had
* Promised to “react vigorously to mijor Viekitions, of ke
Paris agreement.” This looks like constititing 5 vo. sters'
guarantee, made by the former President om his own .
thority, of United States quhmy ection to enforce oy
international agreement. ! i ‘
In August 1973, Congress imposed a statatory ban on
all American combat engagement in Indochina, an gotion
which the White House now says invalidaied Me, Nizon™
promises. Perhaps the most telling point of tha whoic
episode is that, opposed though ha was to the Congres-
sional ban, Mr. Nixon neversaw fit during the dehate
on this. measure to inform Congressional leaders of e
assurances he had given ang would thereatten-be snabl
‘to fulfill. | ok
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