Kmé;;iﬁedy Charges Ford
‘Distorted Viet Issue

: -‘V"T,here are also alot of or-

By George Murphy

President Ford distorted
the Vietnam problem in
his foreign policy speech
Thursday night. U.S. Sena-
tor Edward M. Kennedy
said here yesterday.

At an impromptu press
conference in City Hall,
Kennedy said Mr. Ford's
speech “‘outlined in general
language our overall foreign
policy.

“But I think there was a
serious distortion of the situ-
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ation (on the President’s
part) when he linked hu-
manitarian aid to economic
and military aid to Vietnam.

“T think the Congress will -

act expeditiously on provid-
ing humanitarian aid to In-

dochina, but there will be a *

long debate on economic and
military assistance,” he
said.

Kennedy also called for

humanitarian efforts to be-
made in Vietnam through

the United Nations.

‘phans.in territory held by
the PRG (Provisional Revo-
Iutionary Government).

“‘If a child haslost an afm
or leg, I don't care where he |
comes from, I think we |
ought to help.” o

-l

Kennedy - was here to ad-f
i dress the western regional)
meeting of the National Con-
ference of Democratic May-
ors. - : :

Ten mayors met in the

v
|
|

Board of Supervisors cham- ‘

~ber to hear Kennedy plump

for his national health insur-
ance bill. - ‘

The bill, he said, *is the
only one' that makes any
kind of  sense in meeting |
health care needs.” "

His bill would cost $76 bil- |
lion a year, he said, but he |
pointed out that the govern-
ment is now spending $134
billion - annually on health
care problems, and that fig-
ure “could rise to $200 hil-
lion by 1980.”

w

The $76 billion, he said, |
would come from federalf
money already being spent.!’
|

“What we want is to elimi-
nate the inefficiency and
waste in the health care sys-
tem now.”

During the conference, |
one of seven to be held
around the nation to put to-
gether a plank on wurban
problems for the 1976 Demo-
cratic platform, Milwau-
kee’s Mayor Henry w. |
Maier addressed his re-
marks to Kennedy.

Maier, who is chairman of

the Democratic Mayors’
Caucus, said: “If we look at
our problems in terms of an
ordinary citizen raising his
family in an ordinary city in ]
America, then we would |
have -no question but that'
the social defense of this na-|'
tion- is every bit as impor-;
tant a§ the national defense, J

“And perhaps, Senatorf
Kennedy, in order to proper-
ly dramatize this fact, you
and some of your colleagues
should consider intreducing
Iegislation to create a Joint
Chiefs of Staff for our social
defense.”

Maier said that “‘wherever
presidential candidates tra—!
vel throughout the country |
in 1976. we intend to con- |
front them with the prob- !
lems Americans are con- !
cerned with in the places
Americans live — and we
intend to have them tell us
clearly and concisely what
they intend to do about
those problems.”



