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WASHINGTON, April 9 —
President Ford is considering
contingency plans to evacuate
thousands of South Vietnamese
whose lives might be in_jeop-
ardy in the event of a Commu-!
nist* takeover, Government of-|
ficials said today. !

The plans were reported dis-
cussed today at a National Se-
curity Council meeting that re-
Eviewed American policy espe-
cially in Southeast Asia.

Under the still tentative
plans, the United States might
evacuate South Vietnamese who
have worked for the United
States Government as well as
Saigon = Government officialg
and military officers who might
be subject to Communist re.
prisals. N

The decisiong on military and.
humanitarian aid as well as_on
the possible evacuation of South
Vietnamese will be announced
by Mr. Ford in'a foreign policy
speech to a joint session. of
Congress tomorrow at 9 P.M.

In a preview for Congres-
sional leaders this afternoon,
Mr. Ford reportedly said that
it would be “the most serious
speech I as President will ever|
igive to Congress.” The Presi-|
dent made clear that he would/
appeal for bipartisan support of|
foreign policy as it is revised in|
wake of setbacks in Southeast

Asia, the Middle East and Eu-

rope.

According to the ~White
House, the President told the
Congressional leaders:

“If Congress and the Presi-
dent cooperate, we can move
forward to new successes. We
need a strong working relation-
ship.” |

Mr. Ford also emphasized,!
according to the Senate Repub-
lican leader, Hugh Scott of
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. “I must say that Jerry was
jthe most tense and the most
jeerions in the 23 years I have
known him,” Representative

jtuciaas P, O’Neill Jr., the House |

|Democratic leader, said after
- ithe meeting.

Continued From Page 1, Col. 7| HMr- Ffz_rd reportedly garried

i " ‘all questions about what he

Pennsylvania, that he was not
going “to do any finger-point-
ing of blame” for recent set-
backs in foreign policy.

“We are beyond that now,”

ator Scott as having said.
“Nothing is to be gained by
indulging in who is to blame
for what.”

The President reportedly re-
cited the setbacks the United
States has suffered in South-
east Asia, the Middle East, Cy-
prus and Portugal, and then
held out hope for new suc-
cesses if Congress were to give
broad ‘bipartisan support.

‘quested.

would specifically recommend
in his sSpeech, which was stil

ibeing drafted. He declined ta
lsay whether he would recom-
mend additional military aid.
Mr. Ford was quoted by Sen-|
‘ommendation from Gen. Fred-
‘erick C. Weyand,
Chief of Staff, for §
lin military aid in addition to
‘the $300-million already re-
Any request for mili-
itary aid was likely to be re-
.jected by Congrecs .

The White House said after
the meeting with Congressional
]'leaders that Mr.” Ford wouid

Before the President is a rec-

recommend humanitarian aid.

the Army
200-million

While there is overwhelming
support in Congress for hu-
|manitarian aid, some contro-
|versy could develop over the
procedures. At a meeting earli-
jer this week, Senate Demo-
’cratic leaders opposed direct
igovernmental aid, largely be-
cause of their distrust of the
Saigon  Government. Some
Democrats favor channeling the
aid through international and
private relief organizations.

In the view of Senate Demo-
crats, the use of international
agencies would avoid the po-
tentially difficult political ques-
tion of continuing to provide
humanitarian aid in the event
all of South Vietnam becomes
Communist.

Aside from providing aid to

irefugees and war victims, high-
‘level attention is being given
to the problem of protecting
tens of thousands of South

Communist reprisals because of|
their association with ther
United States.

The consensus, according to
‘officials, is that the United
States has a moral obligation to
such South Vietnamese and
would have to be prepared to
evacuate them.

At his meeting with Con-
gressional eaders, Mr. Ford re-
portedly refused to discuss the
possible evacuation of South
Vietnamese. He said, according
to one Republican Senator, that
anything" said now about evacu-
ation would “create an unfor-
tunate atmosphere” in Saigon.

Estimates of how many
South Vietnamese may have to
be evacuated range widely.
already making plans for
evacuating 6,000 Americans,
have been talking in terms of
a few thousand South Vietna-
mese. Senator John Tower, Re-

publican of Texas, said “up-

wards of 170,000 South Viet-
namese face death if captured
by the Communists.”

State Department officals
woul dnot dispute the Tower
estimate. They said that if all
South Vietnamese who had
worked for United States agen-
cies were included, the number
could run as high as one
mililon. )

While the Defense Depart-
ment could readily evacuate a
few thousand South Vietna-
mese, the evacuation of tens of
theusands would call for a
much larger effort than now
apparently planned by the
Pentagon.

Rockefeller Is Gloomy

Special to The New York Times
NEW ORLEANS, April 9—
Vice President Rockefeller, de-
claring that this was “a mo-

Vietnamese who might face

and the American people,” ap-
pealed today for cooperation
between Congress and the
executive branch tc develop
“a strong. common and con-
sistent foreign policy.” ’

The Vice President gave a
gloomy assessment of the in-
ternational scene in a speech
before the American News-
paper Publishers Association
here. After the speech Mr.
Rockefeller said he had ex-
pressed the President’s policies,
not his own.

He talked of the “tragedy”
in Southeast Asia and the “in-
calculable dangers” of the
Middle East. He described the
leftist trend in Portugal as
“perhaps the most tragic of all
in terms of the future of free-

ment of trial for the free world

dom in the world.”




