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Amnesty to Ex-Foes

By IVER PETERSON

A group of Americans seek-
ing to end the fighting in
South Vietnam reported yester-
day that Vietcong representa-
tives in Paris had told them
|that the Communists were fol-
llowing a policy of “general
|amnesty” toward those with
tanti-Communist connections in
lareas they now occupy in
South Vietnam. :
. The group, which. included a
!Congressman and several anti-
\war activists, said on their re-
{turn from Paris that Dinh Ba
{Thi, head of the Vietcong’s del-
!egation in Paris, had assured
‘them that the amnesty policy
applied “even with regard to
those who have been involved
in the CIA. Phoenix pro-
gram,” which was designed to
eliminate Communist agents.

“The only question in their
treatment is whether they re-
nounce their past,” Mr. Thi
was quoting as having said.

During a two-and-a-half-day
visit to. Paris, the group said
‘they, met with representatives
of 'the Saigon Government,
with North Vietnamese offi-
cials and with members of neu-

tralist Budhist, student and in-r

tellectual groups.

President Nguyen Van Thieu
at its head cooperated with the
Communists on formation of a
government of national recon-
ciliation and concord.

The group appealed for

[|“medical aid and food, not;
'|military aid” to the  South for,
relief of refugees. They repeat«

ed "a warning from Mr. Thi,
the Vietcong delegate, that
sending United States marines
to help evacuate Americans
from the South would consti-
tute a “threat” and would be
unnecessary, since the Viet-
cong have pledged to protect;
foreigners. .

The “group of six consisted

of Representative Edward W.

'Pattison,” Democrat  of Troy,

N.Y.; the Rev. Sterling Cary,
president of the National
Council of Churches; Cora
Weiss of Clergy . and Laity
Concerned and of Women
Strike for Peace; Gareth Port-
er, co-director of the Indochina
Resources Center. of Washing-
ton, D.C; Edward Snyder of
Washington, head of the
Friends Committee on National
Legislation, and Prof. Grace
Paley of Sarah Lawrence Col-
lege, representing the War Re-
sisters League.



