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Nixon ‘Made "Sécret 'Pleg
To Aigd Siagon, Nessen Says

ge

Private Letter to Thieu |
Promised U.S. Action If .,

Hanoi Broke Cease-Fire

Washington

The White House acknowledged yesterday that
President Nixon ‘privatetly assured: South Vietnam

Vieetnam cease-fire agree-

ment. "~ :

In a statement iss
response to charges, of “se-
cret  agreements” between
Saigon and Washington lev-
eled by Senator Henry M.
Jackson, the Ford adminis-
tration said the private
assurances, whichsalso in-
cluded pledges on''aid, did
not differ in substance from
what Mr. Nixon and others
were saying publiely.at the
-time. - ""L-.r‘fg ¥ :

It was, however, the first
time : the American ‘public
was told that as part of the

Effort to enlist South Viet- -
nam’s’

support for ' the
cease-fire agreement being

“negotiated in 1972-73 b¥ Hen.

Ty A. Kissinger, Mr.* ‘Nixon
“privately assured Negtiyen

* Van Thieu, that the United

States would not passively
. watch another Hanoi-led of-
fensive. :
The private assurance as
well as public warnings is-
sued by Mr. Nixon to Hanoi
in the winter and spring of

1973 are no longer valid, the

“White House said} because
Longress has banned Ameri-
~ean'combat activity in Indo-

china after Aug. 15, 1973

White House press_secre-
tary, Ron Nessen, said there
were letters between Mr.
Nixon and Thieu as part of a
wide-ranging exchange be-
‘tween the two countries sur-
.rounding the signing ‘of the
Vietnam cease-fire in. Paris
on Jan. 27, 1973.

ied in

R

0 that the United States would
major Communist violation of the

A senior State Department

- official said that there was
- one letter in particular from
- Mr. Nixon to Thiey prior to
- the signing of the accord in

which the Ameriean leader
promised that this eountry
would react to a massive

Commithist attack, similar

to-the 1972 spring offensive.

But the official said that
Mr. Nixon was not more

Specific in his letter than he

was in public about what
might be done militarily by
the United States.

.The whole development
seemed to have more politi-

cal’ than diplomatic, ramifi-.

cations. The Ford adminis-
tration seemed determined
to' demonstrate' ‘that Jack-
son’s charges of “'secret
agreements,” with the jm-
plication of deception on the
White House’s and Kissin-
ger’s part, were unfounded:

Mr. Eqrd, in fgct, was re-
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ported to have told a group
of congressmen that there
are no secret agreements.

Representative John B.
Anderson {Rep-Ill.) told
newsmen after meeting with
Mr. . Ford yesterday that
“we were assured that there
aré . no  private, off-
the-record assurances on the
part of this government to
the government of ‘South
Vietnam.”

He said that Mr. Ford told
the group there are ““no hid-
den chapters yet to be re-
vegleflsl: ..

Tuesday, on the Senate
floor, - Jackson, a leading
contender for the 1976 Dem.
ocratie presidential nomina-
tion,-said:

“T have been reliably in-
formed that there exist be-
tween the governments of
the United States and South
Vietnam secret agreements
which envision fatefy] Amer-
icapf)tﬁgcisﬁons, yet” whose
Very existence has never
been acknowledged.”

- “Jackson’ said ‘he - did not
actually know the details of
the *‘agreements”. but ‘had
been told by a highly relia- -
ble informant in recent days
of their existence. He de-
manded that the White

~ House make them publié
and that Kissinger, if neces-
sary, be Summoned under
oath to testify. He repeated
that demand yeésterday.

After consultation with
Kissinger, one of the few
meén in Washington who
knew the background of the
highly secret negotiations
‘leading up to the cease-fire,
Nessen issued the following
statement: ;

““Assurances to the Repub-
lic. of Vietnam as to both
United States assistance and
United States enforcement
of the Paris agreement were
stated clearly ang publicly
by President Nixon. -

“The publicly stated poli-
¢y and intention of the'Unit-
ed States government to
continue to provide adequate
economic and military as-



taking office” by the Nation-
al  Security Council, also
headed by Kissinger.

At a news conference yes-
ter day, Jackson said the
White House should make
public the Nixon communi-
cations to Theiu.

He said that if they were
just a reiteration of what
Mr. Nixon had said publicly,

sistance and to react vigor-
ously to major violations of
the Paris agreement reflect-
ed confidential - ‘exchanges
between the Nixon adminis-
tration and President Thleu
at the time.

“In substance, the private
exchanges do not differ from
what was stated publicly.
The law of 1973, of course,
ruled out the possibility of
American military reaction
to violations of the agree-
ment.” :

In answer to questlom
Nessen said he would not
make the private assurances
public since such documents
are not usually released

]deSOll had sald that Mr.
Ford had only just learned
of the “secret agreements”

“I'm sure the White House
wouldn’t have walted until
today to engace in° what ' .
call -a confession.”

He repeated his call for a
thorough .congressional in-
vestigation, alleging thatthe
White House admission
casts doubt on its entire In-
dochina policy. i@

Senate Democratic leader
Mike Mansfield of Montana
said that there should be an
investigation by the Foreign
Relations and Armled Serv-
ices committees. °

A reading of public state-
ments by Mr. Nixon in 1973
generally supports the White
House contention that the
aaministration had made a

commitment to further aid
to Saigon and had left ofien
the possibiility of military
re-involvement. There was
mno record in Washington of
any private assurances di-
rectly to Thieu.

In October 1972, Kissinger,
then the White House na-
tional security affairs advis-
er, began intensive negotia-
tions with Hanoi Polithuro
member Le Duc Tho im
Paris. With an accord fi-
nally in sight, Kissinger flew
to Saigon to persuade Thieu

to accept the accord as it

,,,,,

From all accounts, Kissin-
ger assured Thieu in private
that the United States would
keep a large air and naval
force in the area that could
be pressed into service in
case of a new conflict, and
that  the administration
would seek aid from  con-
gress.

Thieu, however, refused to
g0 along with the accord and
this delayed an agreement
until January, 1973, after a
major American bombmcf
attack on ‘Hanoi over the
precedmg Christmas period.

m thut perlod General Al-
exander M. Haig Jr., then
Kissinger’s deputy, weit out
to Saigon and carried fur-
ther assurances. - The Nixon
letter was also delivered in
that perlod

The Pans accord barred

all combat activity in South
Vietnam and North Vietnam
by the United States, but al-
lowed military aid on a
one-for-one basis to-replace
worn. out and destroyed

eqmpmenrt ; T*here ‘Was no -

AR

At his news confersnce

singer on
Jan. 24, 1973, said that the
admlmstratmn ~would seek
aid for Saigon but refuses to
answer a  ‘‘hypothetical

ouestion on what the  Unit-
ed States would do.in g
a new offensive. .

?/ He did say that there were
“no secret unde‘rstandmias,”

/secret arrangements with
anol aminod: Saagon

Now Yorl Times

%;ut the question was about



