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Set to Save
Americans

Washington

A Marine Dbattalion - of
about 1500 men has been
moved to a U.S. naval base
in the Philippines to be
ready for use if needed in
any evacuation of Ameri-
-cans from South Vietnam, it
was learned last night.

This brings to about 40600
the number of U.S. Marines
within a few days’ sailing
time ¢f South Vietnam and
Cambodia.

The Pentagon' confirmed
that a battaliorn had been
moved from Okinawa to the
U.S. base at Subic Bay id
the  Philippines!

It did not relate the move-
ments to any evacuation of
Americans, but said the Ma-
rines would provide “possi-
ble . backup capability’ for
other Marines already at
sea in the Cambodia-South
Vietnam area.

This was a veference 1o a
reinforeed battalion of 1800
Marines aboard a Navy am-
phibious task group in the
Guif of Thailand, along with
about 700 other Mazmes dis-
tributed among four civilian
contract ships and two Navy
amphibious  vessels ‘ taking
South Vietnamese retugees
from threatened areas to
sa‘er havens.

The mission of the Marine
battalion aboard the helicop-
ter carrier and other am-
phibious ships in the Guif of
Thailand for more than a
month has been one of wait-
ing for an expected evacua-
tion of  Americans from
threatened Phnom Penh in
Cambodi=. ' ‘

However. that group could
be switched to Vietnam.

The Navy has quietly
gathered the makings of an
evacuation force at Sublc
Bay.

Already at tnat big base
across the South China’Sea
from South -ietnam are the
carrier Hancock with a Ma-
rine helicopter squadroun,
two amphibious ships - and
the big aivcraft carrier Cor-
al Sea.

Meanwhile, it was learned -
that Maiine riflemen had
been put aboard four U.S. ¢i-
vilian contract ships to pre-
vent takeover by South Viet-
namese refugees. =
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