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Denial of Qrphan
Propaganda Ploy

Saigon

Phan Quang Dan. South
Vietnam’s deputy premier,
vesterday angrily denied cn-
position charges that his
government and Washington
had arranged a mass exodus
of orphans from thi- coun-
try for propaganda and poli-
tical effect.

‘At a  news conference
here. Dan’s voice rose to a
scream as he said: “We did
not create the orphans, and
ve sre not making prova-
ganda The nations of the
world have taken a sponta-
neous ‘nterest in aceopling
some of our orphans.”

S0 far.
namese orphans have been
fluwn from Vietnam to the
United States. Dan  said
there will be ng morz mass
Wights. a'though some or-
phans will continue to go to
homes in America.

G.S. Consul Generai Wai-
ter Burke said last week
that although there are an
estimated 25,000 orphans in
South Vietnam, onlv about
2000 would be ehdible to go
tu the United States.

He said regulations re-
guire that the orphans be in
the charge of one of seven
American-licensed charita-
ble organizations working in
Vietnam. and that most of
the orphans do not fail -in
this category.

“Many, for example,” he
said, ‘“‘are the wards of
Buddhist institutions, which
would not permit orphans to
‘leave under any circum-
stances. There are similar
impediments  for  many
others.”

A group of 14 politicians
opposed to the government
of President Nguyen Van
Thieu bhas distributed 2
photostatic‘copy of a letter

W

about 1700 Viet- -

iitten April 2 by Dan te
Premier Tran Thien Kheim.

The letter recommended
that the nremier quickly au-
thorize the emigration of
a0y
the bn!ted States. It gaid
that a mass emigration of
or"phans wo ld “create deep

e “otivrs el over the worid,
e rlx n the United
whi~ would be most -

rlelpz.ul to the Renublic of
Vietpam. ™

The letter added: “The
Yoot on rmbassador said
thre collective shipment

- ow! of these orohans and
the exodus of millions »f war
rom the Commu-
ontrolled " aveas wouid
avenge the current of
Amezrican public opinion 1o
th~ ad- motage of the Repllb-
- of Vietnam.”
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