April 6—At this lovely-
resort ‘forty miles southe
of Saigon the bather
out almost as usual
enjoying ice cream and Bee
swimming in the warm 1th
China Sea and watching the
armada of landing
ships, barges, boats an
ing craft.

A few hundred yard
the bathing beach, at a3 ;

navy barge AN -2801 ;had

" pulled in. The big.steel ves-

sel, pulled by a South Ko-
rean tugboat, had been trav-
eling for nine days; all the
way from the waters. off
Hue, loaded with fleeing
soldiers and their families.
The sun had scorched them
on the open deck' all-that
time and they had béen
without. _ food: . and. ‘waten. ,
From the huge pile of debris. |
on the deck—smashed “bicy- -

cles,: suitcases iwith; thescon-:

tents strewn [e] dolls,

moving .down- the jcc
avoided deaths—some
starvation; thirst.a

-.Some " survivors tg
vessels stoppirig = at
Rahh Bay, farther. ;
coast, .in_. hopes- of;
some’ sanctuary. " »
- ““Some people-came out’;
boats' with water,” a_woman

said, staring- ‘blankly ‘outto
sea.’ “They :sold it to-us:fer’
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glass, so we tried to share it.
“A few times it rained,
and we all lay on the deck
trying - to lick up .what
gathered, although th
-was: so thick with
‘Waste it was awful.”
Another survivor, a
versity .. student from
- Nang, said ‘he had be
~one of the Korean ships. “We:
had ‘enough food, because an
American helicopter*: came
and dropped a big load-of
supplies on the deck” he
said. “Here it is not so good,
because there is no room in
any camp for us.” ) i
Many Balk at Island
- Bad  though conditions
here are, soldiers and civil-
ians have rebelled against
the Saigon Government and
come here rather than be
‘sent to the island of Phu
‘Quoc in‘the Gulf of Siam
near-the Cambodian border,
-In the past week tthe ‘Gov-
‘ernmeént has created a com- -
bination internment and re-

1 amp on Phu Quoc, to
" which all refugees from cen-
,tral South Viet Nam were

U to be sent. Most
.were ‘to be accommodated
“in & former prisoner-of-war
“camp that was used  until
two years ago to hold Viet-
cong - prisoners.

The Phu Quoc plan was .
worked out by Deputy Pre-
mier Pham' Quang Dan, and
the ' United States, Australia
and other nations joined: in.

The day before yesterday,
South Vietnamese officerg
and troops fleeing the cen-
tral - part of the country
aboard the American ship
Greenville Victory, chartered
‘to the United States Mili-
tary Sealift Command, re-
"belled ‘when ‘they realized
that they were being _taken,
‘to Phu Quoc Tsland' instead
of the mainland destination
they had expected — Vung
Tau. ’

Incensed, they ordered the
captain to change course and
take them to the ‘mainland,
Faced with several thousand
heavily armed .and ang

 troops, the captain and his
‘crew obeyed.,

“Those Men Were Desperate”

The Mayor of Vung Tauy,
Col. Vu Duy Tao, explained
the incident’ this way:

“It was psychological. Most
of these soldiers flad leaving
their familieg behind, believ-
ing that after the emergency
was past they would find

.. ways to get home to their
- families.

“That is a possibility, if
they land on the mainland.
They can get buses or cars

-and ‘just  go away ‘and find
. their people. Buf it is not
possible on an isolated island
like Phu Quoc. Those men
-were desperate, and, in my
opinion, Dr. Dan and the.Gov-
ernment did the wrong
in insisting that they:
told him so on the
“this morning; and ™
had changed his mind

“It was not'a violent mu-
tiny,” the colonel’ went on.
“There are -high-ranking of-

. ficers on those ships < who
are with jhe men in this.
They just went to the ‘cap-
tain “and politely asked him
to send a message saying he
was- changing course and
going to the mainland, and
the captain obviously felt
obliged to comply.” e

400,@()0 People in a

Colonel Tao said th

thing happened on ships
yesterday, to one the day be-
fore and presumably had hap-
pened to two more arriving
here late today. Each of _the
ships carried about 8,0008peo-
ple, almost all of them soi-
diers.
" The Mayor said ther8hare
already 50,000 refugees jam-
ming Vung Tau even though
most of those who arrived
have moved on to Saigon or
elsewhere. "

“All together, roughly 400,-
000 people have come hete in
the past week or so,” he said:
“The overwhelming majori
of those 400,000 refugees

»»

were soldiers, most. of them
armed when they came, who -
willingly gave up their

ons once _they ‘on
shore.” R ;
He said there was ough

food and water for the refu-
gees in Vung Tau at the mo-
ment, but little or no shelter.,

There was no evidence that
any of.the international re-
lief “seryices interested in
! Vietnam, or any American
relief workers, were repre-
sented at Vung Tau. The air-
port here is deserted except
for a guard at the gate and
a weathered American heli-
copter wreck from which res-
idents have chopped -bits of
metal® to make pots. The

——————

Amerieans -ang other repe
Worke.rs had all gone to Phu
Quoc island, because the Saj.
gothovemment had decided
on it. : '

) this .correspondent
flew to Phy Quoc, where four
aid’ officialg were
at ‘work, and where a con-
tinuous airlift of  American
.and  Australian planes was
bringing in food and supplies.
Op the ‘island Lieut. Col.
Dinh Xuan Thao, after say-
ing that he had received
Strict orders not to allow any
correspondents on the island,
conceded that he had prob-
lems. ! :

Gesturing at ope of the
ships riding at anchor, he
said, “They wil] have to obey
Government orders eventyaj.
ly. They have guns, but we
have the food ‘and water, and
endugh security troops.”’

“We shall feed them for 3
While, but we .will not- toler-
ate laziness,” he said. “They -
will have to work for 4 v
ing. ex

Colonel Thao said the nor
mal population of the pros-
perous fishing island is 16,000
but that now there are 11,-
000 evacuees _in_ addition,
most of them mili "i‘% gg‘l‘
reliable sources sai “*that
there weré already closer to
40,000 refugees on Phu Quoc.
In Vung Tau, what relief !
work was being carried out |
was that of Jocal boy scouts !
and girl scouts, Buddhist and |
Catholic church ‘workers;»and 1
the officials and soldiers un- .|
der the command of Colbnel |
Tao, the mayor of thelGity.
None Would Go Back'

Despite the great poten-
tial danger here in Vung Tau
in the presénce of tens: of
thousands of armed hungry
troops, the town appeared
peaceful, and Colonel Tao’s
own troops and policemen
were obviously in control.
There was no evidence of
any looting or of the ram-
pages that ripped apart Da
Nang and other cities befi
they collapsed. T

on a Sunday afternoon, and
soldiers were even ‘getting
back pay. Many of the rene-
gade soldiers now roaming
Saigon and other parts of
South Vietnam had not been
paid in two months, it was
learned today. : i
In conversations today with
dozens of men who had been
soldiers until they headed
south, not one showed any
inclination to rejoin hig undt
or go back to fighting. Gov-
ernment authorities ' here . in
Vung Tau, on Phu Quoc and
some other places hope to re- !
8roup the troops into DEW

MRS, but judging from don.’

versations with those former
sokliiers, that will-be  fmpos-
sible. ) {




