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P-\L\/I SPRINGS — Presi-
dem Ford w-egan an agoniz-
ing assessment yesterday of
v hetuez America can do

fiything to save South Viet-

m — with a decision to

ome by Thursday. .«

fSecretarv of bta@f
ger announced % esi-
dent timetable ‘following
the first of two meetings at-

gnded.; also by Gen Freder-
ick Weyand, v

‘Klssmger ma“de clear tha'c i

while the United States had

a: moral obligation to help
Sbuth Vietnam defend its
freedom, there was no legal

. commltment for added mili-
‘tary aid in the Paris peace
" accords. N

;The President conferred
\\fgth Kissinger and Weyand
for 90 minutes on the gener-
al"s assessment of the Com-
munist’ sweep that Kissinger
said had brought all but
three of Hanoi’s combat di-

isions into South Vietnam.

KISSIH ger told 2 news
Lonference that ‘“no deci-

sions.will be taken while the

resident is at Palm
prings. Ford is to leave for
Yashington tomorrow.

~ disintegrating

on Viet aid

" "By William Theis

vKissinger disclosed that

Ford has ordered a meeting -
‘ o;t the National Security

Cpuncil for Tuesday or
Wednesday so Weyand and
his team of Vietnam experts
cgn report to its full mem-
bership. At the same fime,
hé said, the President has
ordered the NSC staff under
Kissinger’s direction to ‘‘de-
vélop a statement on the
vprlous options beforeus 2

“not talking of &'

Asked if there was reason
to believe that Democratic
members of Congress would
now bhe more likely to sup-
port such assistance, the
secretary said the President
had not been in touch with
the ‘leadership because Con-
gress had been in recess the
past week.

Kissinger was asked what
Ford meant in San Diego
Thursday when he spoke of
“solemn commitments” for
continued American milita-
ry aid te Saigon under the
Paris peace accords.

Klssmger sald Ford was
legal com-
as talking of a
moral commltment-’?, :

He said he felt South Viet-
nam - had “every reason to

g

Despite South Vletnam S
military
strength and the Teorganiza-
tion- of the  Thie

rent, Kissinger' saxﬁ he be-
lieved “it is pessﬂ)le for the
South Vietnamese military
forces to stabilize the sxtua
tion.”

The next question, he add-
ed, is what it would take and
for how long such stabiliza-
tion could last. ;

Kissing er emphasized

,there isa “moral question”

for America —*whether an
ally that “wishes to defend
‘itself”” shouid have its deci-

.sion determined by the with-

holding of supplies by the
Unlted States.

Congress ‘has refused to
provide ah additional $200
million. in military aid for
South: Vietnam and Presi-

govern-

dent Ford has promised not

only to push for this but per- |

haps to ask for more,

|

—

&d North Vietnam with

1t. violation: {
Paris accords, which
the- introduction of *’orezg:
Lroops - inté South Vietnam

hann evi

*. B perm a one-fop-one

~7ai military
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Flanked by Gen. Weyand and Secretary-of Sfate
Kissinger, President Ford signals an end to picture
taking at Palm Springs retreat. | -

—AP Photo




