Pistol@aeking Millionaire

Airlife’s Daly Ignores Rules to Help Vietnamese

By James Kloss
Chicago Daily News
Someone is going to
think of making a movie
about Edward J. Daly, prob-
ably with John Wayne or
George C. Scoit playing the
pistol - packing,
president of World Airways.
Daly’s daring, on-the-scene
direction of rescue missions
in South Vietnam this week
would seem to require a
Wayne, with his mashismo-
drenched, man-of-action Hol-
lywood image.

But there may be more
subtle facets to this unusual
multimillionaire, . a tough

son of a Chicago fireman:

with a heart and checkhook
of gold when it comes to
helping kids in need.

Allthough one of the
richest men in America, the
relatively unknown airiline
executive made a rare but
spectacular splash into the
news by personally engi-
neering the first airlift of 57
South Vietnamese orphans
to the United States.

_Daly. a bull of a man, al-
so made an indelible impres-
sion on those who saw film
of his effort to airllift re-
fugees out of DaNang be-
fore that city felll to Com-
munist forces.

Daly, 53, who was a semi-
pro boxer at one time, and
hi$ crew members tried to
beat back South Vietnamese
soldiers who stormed past
refugees in an attemot to get
on the escape plane.

With a grenade-damaged
wing, and soldiers hanging
from the aircraft, the plane
managed- to take off. It was
the last plane out of Da-
Nang.

It also was an unauthoriz-
ed flight. Daly is not one to
let offical niceties stop him,
according to friends, associa-
tes and others who have fol-
lowed. his career.

He’s that kind of a man,

a very determined person,”

said Charles O. Finley, own-
er of the Oakland A’s, and a
friend of Daly, whose home
and corporate - headquarters
are in the Oakland area.

two-fisted -

Daly decided . several
weeks ago to leave his luxur:
ious home in California and
fly to Vietnam despite, or
parhaps because of the de-
teriorating military situa-
tion.

His company World Air-
ways, had been flying cargo
and personnel for the mili-
tary since the beginning of
American  involvement in
Vietnam. .

Why did Daly, a man
reputtedly worth $500 mil-

volatile Vietnamese situa-
tion? .

“In the past he’s gone over
there Dbecause I think he
just got a charge out of it.
Pul this time he was emo-
tionally overwrought about
the children there,” said a
friend ‘n California.

At home, Daly treats 5,000
underprivileged kids to the

EDWARD J. DALY
. ‘very determined’

circus every year. With each

" ticket comes $2 for pocket

money.

Daly has supported an
asthma research hospital in
Colorado, where children
come from all over the na-
tion for treatment.

When Daly was 15, his
father, a retired fireman,
died, leaving him to help’
support his mother, two sis-
ters and two brothers.

He qualified to study chem-
ical engineering at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, and

.~ started a trucking firm to.

help with the finances. After
college, Daly joined the Ar-

z«/;’)‘f’ - 75

e

Y - <

LA, O’
¢

my Air Corps and went to
the Pacific Theater in World
War II. During his hitch he
learned about military - air
cargo operations.

After working his way up
to a vice president’s post
with a freight forwarding -
company in Chicago, Daly,
then 27, put together some
partners and $50,000 and
bought World Airways. The
two-year-old company was
$250,000 in debt, and had
two old, leased airplanes and

32 employees.

Today the firm is one of
the larger “supplemental”
airlines, with more than 17
jet aircraft, including jum-
bo jets and 1,404 émployees.

It reported revenues of $112.2

million last year, mostly
from charter passenger ser-
vice, although World Air-
ways is still the second lar-
gest military airlift com-
mand contractor. .

Their California home of
Daly and his wife, Jane,
has a swimming pool, a gym-
nasium, tennis courts and a
butler. They have a married
daughter.

Daly owns a chalet on
Lake Tahoe and an opulent
floating home on a barge on
the Thames outside London.

He is outgoing and gre-
garious, “a good party guy:
who will gather up a plane-
load of friends and fly off
to Europe for a weekend,”
one friend said.



