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WASHINGTON, April I—The
Whlte House and the State De-
partment issued confhctmg re-

ports today on.whether United
‘|States diplomats efforts were|

'under way to halt the flghtmgi
‘|in. South " Vietnam. The *White
:House _later retracted _its. veér-

sion.
In a confusmg sequence of
évents, Ron Nessen the Whlte
:House press secretary, sald in
'Palm Sprmgs -where, _President
Ford is vacatmnmg, that “the
United States is- pursumg dxplo-
imatic initiatives:?” - -
Secretary of State Kissinger,
questloned m Washmgton de-

clared, !

“No, -there -is nothing. “Un-F
ider ‘these cxrcumstances whatl
can we do?”’

[ More' than ‘three hours Iater
{Mr. Nessen 1ssug:& a cortectxve
statement, saymg &

- “Iwas misinformed- on thxs
subject. today by “asmember of
the” Nahon‘al Secumy Couneil’
staff and ‘as a xesult, ‘you were;
gtven some 1naccurate informa-
tion. At theh- moment there are
no new -diplomatic . dnmatxves
under.. .-way._in_.the . narrow
sense.’

Mr. Nessen, who had con-
ferred with Mr. Kissinger by
telephone to clear up the con-
tradiction, added;

“We have tried through nor-
mal diplomatic channels to per-
suade North Vietnam to live up
to the occords.”

Earlier, at a news conference,
Philip C. Habib, an Assistant
Secretary of State, indicated
that - the- last “American diplo-
matie effort was made in Jan-

uary. «

Mr. Habib referred to notes
sent -Jan. 13 to the Soviet
Unidn{ China an dfive other
governments that were parties|
'to”'the "1973 Paris accord de. |
'signe to end the Vietnam war.
The notes accused North Viet-
-nam of ..turning from the path
jof negouation to 'the path of
rwar :

Move to Reopen Talks

“We didn't:get much of a re”
sponse Mr. Habib said, addmo
that the United States was mak.
ing no effort at this time to
reconvene he Paris peace talks. |
| He said:
! “North Vietnam has taken 2 |
{course which is in complete and |
jtotal violation of anything tha#|
can be construed as the diplo-!
!matlc solutions that were sol-
!emnly agreed to. Now, while|
ithey are embarked on thar’
I
Il

course they show no signs
whatsoever of talking any seri-
ps to abide by the terms
“sOlemn agreement.”

: fabib accused the North
Vietnamese leadership of vic-
lating the Paris affreemen\s
lw1th, thesenrrent dnve into the|
[t €atrt of South Vietnam. "

“O‘mdmsl‘;a “there is 4 gra\e
military situation,” he said.
Without pointing directly to
Congress, which has reject-|
[e tappeals for supplementary
[ajd for the Saigon Government, !
Mr. Habib noted that the Unit.|
\ed-States ‘has not been able to|
meet supply commitments since |
ihe middle of 1973. !
“Asked whcm he blamed for
ther military debacle in South
Vietnam Mr Mabib said: “I,
blame North Vietnar.” ’
- A State Department official, ;
: parently alluding to Con-'
Tressional. opposition to further
&id, said privately that Saigon'’s
1orc s were collapsing because

v,,e mvggred it.”

M. “Habib .said Congress
WOuldba: asked Tor considerably
‘more:furds inaddition to the
hX 1§)n e supplementary
milftary’ aid for South Vietnam,

‘HeisAid therewas a “human
tragedy ot uch great dimen-

) gfrom the flight

of eﬁzgees that Saigon would

3 eater assistance to

“and economic-
humart't:man rxeeds ”




