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The value of American 
military weapons and equip-
ment lost over the past two 
weeks by the South Viet-
namese totals more than $1 
billion, according to quali-
fied Vietnamese sources. 

The abandonment o f 
hundreds of artillery pieces, 
trucks, ammunition, planes, 
mortars, tank s, armored 
personnel .carriers and rifles 
-- coupled with the rapid re-
treat of army units — is 
viewed by Vietnamese and 
Western sources as a stun-
ning psychological blow for 
South Vietnam. 

A senior Western official, 
who has spent more than a 
decade in South Vietnam, 
said: "These losses a r e 
very, very, very considera-
ble. Its a catastrophic 
loss." 

Another Western source 
said: "We're facing devas-
tating failure." 

An informed. Vietnamese 
said that the Armed Forces 
Logistics Command h a s 
made a tentative estimate of 
at least $1 billion in equip-
ment losses — virtually all 
of it left over by the Ameri-
cans — as a result of the 
government's abrupt deci-
sion to abandon two-thirds of 
the nation and the hasty, 
panicky civilian and army 
exodus that followed. 

These losses are expected 
to be a key source of discus-
sion between General Fred-
eric Weyand, the U.S. Army 
chief of staff. who was sent 
here by President Ford to 
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assess the deteriorating mil-
itary situation. 

Weyand and the U.S. Am-
bassador Graham Martin 
met yesterday morning with 
President Nguyen Van Thieu 
but there was no official re-
port of what they discussed. 
Weyand is expected to re-
main here for several days. 

As the scale of the milita-
ry retreat became apparent, 
Western military analysts 
and Vietnamese sources ex-
pressed dismay at the lack 
of armed forces coordina-
tion, "the failure of leader-
ship up and down the line," 
in the chaos that has en-
gulfed army units beset with 
mass desertions as well as 
the huge loss 	equipment 
to the advancing North Viet-
namese army. 

0 n e intelligence source 
said: "There's been a 
complete loss of control by 
most of the army, by civil, 
ians. Self preservation is ev-
erything, there's total panic 
at Da Nang airport. It's be-
come a tragedy that I.  just 
can't grasp." 
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