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WASHINGTON, March 23 |

~—State Department officials
said today that Ambassador
Graham:A. Martin’s continued
absence from Saigon was
solely.due to health reasons
and absolutely did not. port-
end any change.in American
policy toward President Nu-
guyen Van Thieu. L
One deparment official said
that Ambassador Martin was
now in'North Crolina recov-
ering” from oral surgery, and
tha't his physician has ordered

Yorl:

him not to fly for another .

week. ‘Another official said
thatas soon as the Ambas-
sador was well enough, *We
want ‘him right back in Sai-
‘gon” They expected that hes
‘would return to South Wet—
‘nam next week. SHI0

-'The Ambassador’s pro-
longed absence from Saigon
had given rise to speculation

. that;the Administration had
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dec1ded to dissociate itself
from President  Thieu.  Mr.
Thi.eu and Mr Martm are
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