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Special to The New York Times 
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia, March 17—The United States 

Embassy today began to evacuate international relief per-
sonnel from Cambodia as the battlefront news continued to 
be discouraging for the Amer- 
ican-backed Government of 
Marshal Lon Nol. 

The embassy insisted that the 
evacuation was only a tempo-I 
rary measure "until the situa-
tion clarifies a bit," but it took 
place against a backdrop of 
other evacuation activity by 
foreigners — including the 
packing and shipping of house-
hold effects by American Em-
bassy personnel. 

Pressure on Neak Luong 
The move came on the eve 

of the fifth anniversary of the 
Government's coming to power; 
on March 18, 1970, Marshall 
Lon Nol and several colleagues 
deposed Prince Norodom Siha-
nouk. The prince, now in exile 
in Peking, is the nominal head 
of the Cambodian insurgent 
government, whose communist-
led army has encircled Phnom 
Penh and is trying to bring 
down the Lon Nol regime 

In the southeast, the crucial 
town of Neak Luong, the Gov-
ernment's last remaining major 
post on the Mekong River, is 
being choked by the rebels, who 
have advanced to the airstrip 
on the southern edge of town. 

Shelling of the town from all 
sides, including the opposite 
bank of the Mekong, has be-
come so intense that not a sin- 
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