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carniggirExpected to Protect Airport 

The U.S. Airlift Goes On 
Washington 

befense Secretary James 
FJ. Schlesinger said yester-
day that the United States 
would have to reassess its 
emergency airlift of military 
supplies into Cambodia if , 
the Cambodian government 
is unable to provide ade-
quate protection for the 
Phnom Penh airport. 

Schlesinger made t h e 
comment to reporters short-
ly after a. Pentagon-
chartered DC-8 transport 
carrying rice was hit by 
shrapnel f r o m insurgent 
gunfire directed at the Po-
chentong airport outside 
Phnom Penh. 

After the incident — the 
first time a n American 
plane has been hit during 
the  five-month airlift —  

flights were halted for the 
few remaining hours of day-
light. The airlift resumed to-
day. 

The Defense Department 
insisted that no orders had 
been issued to suspend the 
airlift. which at this point is 
the Cambodian government's 
sole source of military sup-
plies. From the comments of 
Schlesinger and other Penta- ' 
gon officials, however, , it 
was clear that the feasibility 
of continuing the airlift was 
being weighed in view of the 
deteriorating military situa-
tion around the Cambodian 
capital. 

Schlesinger said it is "in-
cumbent" on the Cambodian 
government "to provide rea-
sonable security for the Po-
chentong airport." If Cam-
bodian government forces  

are unable to provide such 
security, he said, "We will, 
have to consider our policies 
in that context." 

Privately, officials were 
expressing dismay and dis-
couragement at the unwill-
ingness or inability of the 
Cambodian government 
troops to force insurgent 
forces out of artillery and 
rocket range of the airport. 
Their attitude was that if the 
Cambodian forces are una-
ble to take that basic milita-
ry step there is little hope 
for the survival of the Cam-
bodian government through 
emergency military a i d 
from the United States. 

Publicly, Schlesinger con-
tinued to describe the Cam-
bodian situation as "grim 
but not hopeless" — the 
same assessment he offered  

a congi-eisional committee 
last week. Privately, how 
ever, there was growing pes-
simism i n administration 
quarters that government 
forces would be able to hold 
t h e Cambodian capital 
against the encircling insur-
gent troops. 

I n preparation for thp. 
evacuation o f some 400 
American civilians still in 
Cambodia, t h e helicopter 
carrier Okinawa, with about 
800 U.S. Marines aboard, 
was stationed in the Gulf of 
Thailand off the Cambodian 
coast. 

. Schlesinger said the Unit-
ed States would be prepared 
to use Marines to evaculate 
American civilians if the 
need arises. He said he 
could not say how close this 
possibility was. 
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Route of American planes airlifting supplies from 
Saigon to beleaguered Phnom Penh 

--For Now 
The stationing of the car-

rier with the Marine battal-
ion in the Gulf of Thailand 
aroused suspicions among 
some members of Congress, 
such as Senate Majority 
Leader Mike Mansfield, that 
the Ford administratioAs 
looking for a pretext, subWas 
the . wounding of an Ameri-
can citizen, to send in a Ma-
rine detachment as symbolic 
support for the Cambodian 
government of President 
Lon Nol. 

the situation is so dan-
gerous, why don't they start 
evacuating them now by 
air?" Mansfield said in an 
interview. 

Defense Department offi-
cials insisted that the Ma-
rines would be used only as 
a last resort and that the 
preferred method of evacua- 

tion would be with civilian 
airplanes. 

Defense 	officials c o n- 
firmed that a Marine unit on 
Okinawa also has been alert-
ed for possible evacuation 
duty in Cambodia. 

As a .contingency plan, de-
fense officials said that if 
the Cambodian government 
defense should collapse com-
pletely, the Marines might 
be sent in to protect the Po-
chentong airport or some 
other landing area while the 
American civilians are evac-
uated. - 

The administration, mean-
while, was discussing a 
possible compromise with 
congressional subcommit-
tees on additional military 
aid to Cambodia that would 
not require Congress to vote  

directly for the extra mon-
ey. 

The administration origin-
ally had requested $222 mil-
lion in additional military 
aid to Cambodia. As a com-
promise, Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger was report: 
ed to have expressed a will- 

ingness to accept congres-
sional action lifting t h e 
present $200 million ceiling 
on military aid and permit-
ting the Pentagon to shift 
$50 million to $75 million in 
existing funds into aid for 
Cambodia. 
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