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Schlesinger Terms

Cambodia Situation
Grim, Not Hopeless
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By JOHN W. FINNEY

Special to The New York Timeg
WASHINGTON, Feb. 27—Sec-
retary "of Defense James R.
Schlesinger said today that the,
situation in Cambodia was|
grim, but not irretrievable if
the United States were to pro-
vide additional military aid. !
Testifying before a House Ap-|
propriations subcommittee, he
said he did not hold the view,
as reported in The New York
Times today, that the Cambo-
dian Government of President
Lon Nol would fall, whether or
not the United States provided
the additional aid.
He said he regarded “the
prospects in Cambodia as grim
but not hopeless.”
The issue was reopened be-
fore the subcommittee because
of the article in The Times,
which said that Mr. Schlesinger
was taking a more pessimistic
view of the Cambodian Govern-
ment’s prospects in private dis-
cussions than in public state-
ments.

His testimony today wunder-
scored the pessimistic theme
thta he has been sounding re-
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Mr. McFall also commented
—with Mr. Schiesingers con-
currence — that if the Secre-
tary’s views as presented in
the Times were allowed to
stand, they could be used “very
destructively” on the House
floor against the request for
additional aid.

Representative Joseph P. Ad-
dabbo, Democrat of Queens,
said the article made it appear
that Mr. Schlesinger had “no
real feeling” that the Cambo-
dian Government could survive
and that the Administration,
therefore, was asking for the
money “not really to save a
country but to save American
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, Mr. Schlesinger insisted that|
the Administration was not re-|
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‘questing the aid either to cush-|.

don the foreign-policy impact of|
the expected fall of the Cambo.|
dian Government or to shift the
blame to Congress if it refused
to approve the request.

The Times article said that
both Mr. Schlesinger and Secre-
fary of State Kissinger believe
that “Cambodia’s collapse by

itself would be a setback but!’
not a disaster for Ameérican|:
foreign policy as long as aid'
had not been terminated, leav-|,

ing the United States open to|
blame.” !
While insisting that this was
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not the motivation behind the!

aid request,
said - 2o ,

“If 'we are unable to get ne-
gotiations and Cambodia goes|
under, it should clearly be
marked as the result of the in-|
eptitude of the Government
rather than due to a cutoff of
American aid.”

Mr. Schlesinger said the
chances for survival of the
Government now depended on
whether it could weather the|
current campaign with Ameri-|;
can aid and then demonstratel;
“a revival of Government com-
petency” that could lead the in-
surgent ‘forces into negotia-
tions. - : A

With the coming of the rainy|(
season, he predicted, it should);
be possible to resupply ‘the
Government by July along the
Mekong River, which is now|
dlockaded by the insurgents. ,
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