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SFChronicle IAN 2 S 1975 HE NEW CONGRESS will be critically tested -
- T : by its ability to see through the old fictions -on. ."
! 2004 . . J o s 8 ’
Al‘l’l’hﬁny LQWIS &5 Indochina. The first of those is the claim that ang:-
s more massive dose of American aid wiil «;,»nab}e our’
4 E dl 3 W < client governments to stand on their own. Aid has
. rl/ nr’ eSvS ur s totaled $6 billion since the 1973 1ruce alone; dogs
. E anyone think self-reliance is at hand. any more than
° 6) 2 peace? : _
I n l ndoc hlna ks w3 Then there is the argument that Communist FI_‘{%‘:‘\ ;
3 gimes in Saigon and Phnom Penh would be harsli="
e - - = — Do - . = - . . .
T 2o e e r reer i me,\}," We do- not make wars against to‘rahtamamsm‘e}so—
4_ FEW MONTHS AFTER the Vietnam peace._ Wwhere — in Moscow, say, or Santiago. Is }t,pofjsﬂl-ﬂe
agreement was signed in January, 1973, a friend - that Americans would have L_hOSFN to el t @ -
was that American pianes were stil] bombing Cam-. . dochinese from communism if we had known origi-

nally that the price would be unending death and
destruction? Do we yet understand what the human
beings there suffer?

of Henry Kissinger’s said how wrong he thought it.
bodia. Don’t worry, Kissinger told him: in 90 days.o.. -
there will be a settlement in Cambodia, and you wilf,
understand how right our policy
has been. )

_Such confident claims on Indo-
china have been a regular thing
with Kissinger since he went to
Washington in 1969. But anyone
with eyes to see must perceive by
now that Kissinger’s policy pro-
duces, indeed requires, war with-
out end in Vietnam and Cambo-

. * K K

AN AMERICAN IN CAMBODIA wrote me recent-

Iv bow hard it was to live with the horror that
American intervention has brought to that once-.
beautiful country. L

"7t occurs tor me sometimes at night, with the
images of the day keeping me awake — the maimed
bodies in the over-flowing hospitals, the beggars, the
military funerals — that Henry Kissinger has never
met a real Cambodian. He has flown into Phnom

dia. That is because he insists on the maintenance of - Penh a few times to stay a few hpm’s for ’d“«b ’dmi, the
governments that can never stand by themselves — Presidential palace with Lon Nol aingdhxb ;_:o'xtrtépl )
that can enly be kept going by perpetual war fed by - . claque. 'H:e has never gone down a road or visited A
American aid. - : hospital,” he wrote. e e

The interesting question is not why Henry Ki-" “In these moments I ask myself whether Kissin-

singer says what he does about Indochina but why' " ger would be able to ma}_{e_ p(‘)h(})/ifhe \anl? \ya)v if l}((r

anyone goes on believing him. It is now 10 yea’ ) actually allowed himself to see \yhat' was happening
since Americans went into combat in Vietnam, five" ) in Can?bodla. But ,}i)erhaps this is simply a private.

since we invaded Cambodia. Can Kissinger- really” " romantic delusion. } T
persuade still another Congress, a heavily Demo-,  Yes,itls 81_091%101“'- ﬁ - f&g{le ;) Eg-}a s o
cratic one, that more American weapons and more Kissinger would rather e SRR 1d S 5
war will bring peace to Indochina ? : than let the war enq on ter ms tna.t would expose o
k& o ‘all the monstrous futility of his policy. . e

But in_history, responsibility rests not only oIt

individuals but on societies. Are we prepared to con-,

tinue sharing with Kissinger the responsibility [pr'
Orwellian war in Cambodia and Vietnam? Cor\lgreissﬁ .

will decide. ) New York Tines.
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