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Strong indications emerged here 
istration had decided to gO 
ahead with a strike by South 
Vietnamese troops against 
enemy supply lines in southern 
Laos. 

The Administration's official 
spokesmen continued, for the 
seventh consecutive day, to re-
fuse any public comment on the 
possibility of such a strike, but 
officials not directly concerned 
with the planning said they be-
lieved the White House had de-
cided within the last 48 hours 
to go ahead. 

Roads and Bridges Rebuilt 
The timing of the strike, the 

officials said, would depend 
upon how quickly the nearly 
30,000 allied soldiers massed 
along the Laotian border could 
complete "stage one" of the 
new operation, called Dewey 
Canyon II. 

In the initial stage, which 
began early last Saturday, the 
troops have swept westward 
across the northernmost tip of 
South Vietnam, scouring the 
countryside for enemy troops, 
rebuilding roads and bridges 
and reoccupying long-deserted 
alliedoutposts such as Khesanh 
and Langvei. 

According to reports from 
the field, this work was still 
under way today. [Page 4.j 

Army engineers were work-
ling around the clock to reha- 
ibilitate the airstrip at Khesanh 
end strengthen the bunkers that 
6,000 American. Marines occu-
pied during a 77-day siege at 
the outpost three years ago. 

Secure Base Sought 
Little enemy resistance has 

been encountered in the first 
stage of the operation, despite 
intelligence reports that up to 
nine regiments of North Viet-
namese regUlars were in the 
rugged mountains along the 
border. 

According to a White House 
source, the operation was con-
ceived as a two-stage project, 
with the fin-al decision to go int 
Laos hinging, among other con-
siderations, on the amount of 
fighting encountered in the first 
stage. 

The military, planners report-
edly considered it necessary to 
establish a secure base in the 
northwestern corner of South 
Vietnam before deciding wheth-
er to begin the second stage of 
the operation. 

At least one intelligence re-
port indicated thatAmericancas-
ualties might be high in the ear-
ly phase of the operation. In- 
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stead, only a few casualties 
have resulted, from booby traps 
and scattered ground fire. 

A second concern of the Ad-
ministration was said to be the 
domestic political ramifications 
of a strike into Laos. A reli-
able source reported that this 
question was discussed at lent 
at meetings at the White House 
during the week and that a con-
sensus had gradually emerged 
that so long as American troops 
were not committed on the 
ground, the public would accept 
the strike as pevmissible within 
the context of the Administra-
tion's program of Vietnamiza-
tion, or gradually turning over 
the bulk of the fighting to the 
South Vietnamese forces. 

The State Department spokes-
man Robert J. McCloskey, des-
cribed the operation in that con-
text today in a briefing for 
newsmen. Asked what the ob-
jective of the operation was, he 
said it "has to do with the guar-
anteeing of the freedom of the 
President to continue his pro-
gram of withdrawing United 
States soldiers from South Viet-
nam." 

Ground Troops Barred 
While they have refused to 

speculate on whether South Viet rramese forces might go into 
Laos, high Administration offi- 
cials, including Secretary of De-
fense Melvin R. Laird, have said 
publicly that American ground 
combat troops will not be used 
in Laos. They have pointedly 
refused, however, to rule out 
the use of full American air sup-
port for a South Vietnamese op-eration. 

A sweep into Laos by either 
South Vietnamese or American 
troops would violate the much- 
abused 1962 Geneva agreement 
that declared the kingdom's of- 
ficial neutrality and forbade the 
presence of foreign troops. The 
Administration's defense for 
such a strike would presumably be based on the argument that 
the North Vietnamese have shat 
tered that aspect of the agree-
ment by maintaining forces 
in eastern Laos for the last sev-en years. 

Discussions about the new 
campaign have occupied much 
of President Nixon's time dur- 
ing the last several days. He 
met for 45 minutes today with 
Ellsworth Bunker, the United 
States Ambassador to South 
Vietnam, who arrived in Wash- 
ington on Monday. The White 
House gave no details of the 
meeting except to say that the 
two men were joined by Henry 
A. Kissinger, the President's sp 
cial adviser for national secur-ity. 

Mr. Bunker is expected to de- 
part Sunday for Saigon with a 
stop in Paris, where he will con 
fer with the United States ne-
gotiating team at the peace 
talks. 

The heightened speculation 
about allied actions in Laos has 
caused additional concern on 
Capitol Hill. A bipartisan group 
seven Congressmen today intro-
duced a bill designed to pre-
vent American support for a 
South Vietnamese incursion int 
Laos. 

Representative Michael Har-
rington, a Massachusetts Demo-
crat and a co-sponsor, said the 
bill would prohibit any kind of 
support by the United States fo 
military operations in Laos. 

Although the bill seems like-
ly to be altered in committee, it 
submission seemed to signal a 
renewed Congressional effort to 
restrict the President's war-ma 
ing powers in Indochina. 


