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WASHINGTON, -Feb. 4 — Of- panhandle and that these posed 
cials continued today to hold 
open the possibility of a South 
Vietnamese strike against the 
Ho Chi Minh Trail in south-
ern Laos. 

They cautioned against pub-
lished reports that the 20,000 
South Vietnamese troops along 
the Laotian Frontier had been 
ordered by the White House not 
to cross the border. 

Reliable sources indicated 
that no such final decision had 
been made. They said there 
would be little military pur-
pose in mounting a large op-
eration merely to establish con-
trol over the uninhabited and 
strategically insignificant north-
western corner of South Viet-
nam. 

The White House press sec-
retary, Ronald L. Ziegler, de-
clined to say whether the South 
Vietnamese units might enter 
Laos, but he told reporters, 
"You have to keep in mind that 
this is the first stage of the op-
erations in Military Region L" 

Military Region I is the des-
ignation for the five northern-
most provinces of South Viet-
nam, all of which border the 
southern Laotian panhandle. 

Mr. Ziegler said the enemy 
had been concentrating sup-
plies and troops throughout the  

a threat to the security of Mili- 
tary Region I. But asked about 
the plans of the South Vietna- 
mese troops, he said. "I am 
not going to project what the 
future movements would or 
would not be." 

Asked what the American 
wle might be in such an op- 
eration, Mr. Ziegler said that, 
as a matter of general policy, 
American air power would be 
used to support South Viet- 
namese forces" when they take 
action to prohibit the re-estab- 
lishment of enemy sanctuaries." 
No United States ground forces 
would be used, he said. 

Although the six-day news 
embargo on the campaign was 
lifted early today, spokesmen 
still refused to address them-
selves to the Central questions 
raised by the operation: 

Has President Nixon decid-
ed to authorize a South Viet- 
namese strike into Laos, or 
does the decision remain to be 
made? 

What factors are being con= 
sidered in making the decision? 

9Has the start of the second 
stage of the operation been de- 
layed for some reason? 

To all of these questions, 
spokesmen at State and Defensl 
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Concern in Congress 
Meanwhile, the possibility of 

a South Vietnamese strike into 
Laos continued to stir concern 
in Congress. The Senate Major-
ity Leader, Mike Mansfield, 
said such a strike might extend 
the Southeast Asian war into 
Thailand. 

"It is not very far across the 
Laotian panhandle to Thailand, 
inlya few miles," he said. 
'My concern is •that the fight-
ing might spill over into Thai-
land, and it is my understand-
ing that we have a pretty good 
commitment to the Thais.' 

Discussing the new cam-
paign, Mr. Mansfield said it 
sounded like a "tired replay" 
of an earlier period in the war. 

"We're hearing all the fami-
liar names again," he said, 
"like Camp Carroll, the Rock-
pile and Khesanh," referring to 
abandoned American combat 
bases that have been re 
occupied. 

The Senate Minority Leader, 
Hugh Scott, said he had been 
assured that whatever military 
actions are taken, they would 
not violate Congressional re-
strictions on the use of Ameri-
can ground forces in Laos or 
Thailand. 

Continued From Page 1, Col. 3 

departments as well as the 
White House declined comment. 

The spokesmen said the de-
cision to lift the embargo had 
been made by Gen. Creighton 
W. Abrams, the commander of 
the United States forces in 
South Vietnam. They insisted 
that the blackout had been im-
posed for purely military rea-
sons. 

Mr. Ziegler conceded that the 
embargo had caused confusion 
during the last week, but he 
said "the fact that there was 
no loss of lives in this opera-
tion justifies the judgment of 
General Abrams." 


