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al of United States troops." 
Soth Vietnamese and Ameri-

can troops swept through the 
border areas in May and June, 
destroying enemy bases and 
seizing arms and ammunition. 
United States ground troops are 
now barred from entering. Cam-
bodia by Congressional legisla-
tion. 

While some officials saw the 
current drive as a fresh screen 
for the withdrawal of Ameri-
can troops from Vietnam, 
others described it simply as 
an opportunity for Lieut. Gen. 
Do Cao Tri, an aggressive 
field commander, to deliver 
new blows to Communist 
forces. General Tri, who com-
mands Millitary Region III, led 
the South Vietnamese elements 
of the incursion into the border 
sanctuaries last spring. 

The United States air role 

in the sweep was said to in-
clude providing helicopter gun-
ships, medical evacuation heli-
copters and logistical support. 
The officials said the United 
States was also sending in 
B-52's and tactical fighter-
bombers to attack targets as 
required. 

This, it was said, represent-
ed a change in the way Ameri-
can support has been provided 
from Military Region III for 
South Vietnamese operations in 
Cambodia. 

Before the current operation, 
officials said, the South Viet-
namese would request helicop-
ter support and each request 
would be reviewed on its mer-
its. 

"Now," one official said, 
"when the Vietnamese call for 
helicopters they don't have to 
be cleared." 

With the sweep, General Tri 
is apparently trying to keep 
the enemy off balance until 
the rainy season begins in June, 

United Press International GUARDING ROUTE 4: Cambodian soldiers protecting part of a convoy of 34 fuel trucks that ended 148-mile journey from Kompong Som on the coast to Pnompenh on Tuesday. It was the first convoy to make the trip in two months. 

South Vietnamese Drive 
In Cambodia Is Reported 

Saigon Officials Say 2,500 Troops Joined 
7,500 Already Over Border to Sweep 

Sanctuaries—U. S. Gives Air Aid 

By The Associated Press FEB 4 	1971 
SAIGON, South Vietnam, side Cambodia. [In Washing-

ton, informed Administration 
sources said the sweep was 
under way in the so-called Fish-
hook area of Cambodia. They 
stressed that it had no connec-
tion with the larger operation 
being conducted by South Viet-
namese and American forces in 
the northwestern corner of 
South Vietnam] 

Officals said inteligence had 
indicated no major activiety by 
Communist-led forces along the 
section of the border that is 
part of South Vietnam's Militar 
Region III, which includes Sai-
gon. But one official said that 
the South Vietnamese were go-
ing back through the sanctu-
ary areas there "to be sure we 
haven't missed anything that 
would endanger the withdraw- 

Feb. 3 — South Vietnamese of-
ficials reported tonight that 
10,000 Government troops were 
engaged in a new campaign in 
Cambodia to clean out what 
were described as enemy bor-
der sactuaries. 

The United States, they said, 
is providing full air support. 

Only 2,500 fresh South Viet-
namese troops were reported 
to have been sent across the 
border for the sweep The 7,500 
otherrs were already operat-
ing in the country, officials not-
ed. 

The officials said that the 
operation had been under way 
for about a week but that no 
major fighting had been report-
ed so far. 

The South Vietnamese, the 
officials reported, were cover= 
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when maneuvering and supply-
ing are difficult. The rainy sea-
son extends until next Novem-
ber, officials noted, saying that 
the action would thus buy time 
for thousands more American 
troops to withdraw. 

About 20,000 United States 
combat troops are to be with-
drawn from the Military Region 
III during the next three months 
This will leave only 5,000 Unit-
ed States combat troops in the 
region, plus support troops. 

Raids on Trail Continue 
Special to The New York Times 

SAIGON, Feb. 3 — The 
United States 'command today 
reported continued raids by 
B-52's over the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail in Laos. 

As for war action in South 
Vietnam, the command said 
enemy forces shelled three 
United States installations yes-
terday and this morning, 
wounding four Americans. 

The• casualties reportedly re- 

sulted from a mortar barrage 
on a Marine Corps position 
near Danang and a rocket at-
tack on the headquarters area 
of the Americal Division at 
Chulai. 

The command also announced 
that two American soldiers had 
been killed and one wounded 
in an attack by enemy troops 
on a convoy of United States 
engineers near Nhatrang. 

Americans reported killing 17 
enemy soldiers in three other 
engagements, without suffering 
any casualties. 

In a delayed announcement, 
the command also reported the 
crash Monday night of an Air 
Force fighter - bomber in 
Ratanakiri Province in north-
east Cambodia. The pilot was 
killed. 


