
S
aigon

 to G
et M

ore U
.S

. Jets to T
ake O

ver A
ir W

ar 
JA

N
 
2

6
1971 

11;iW
IL

L
IA

 a
iH

E
R

 
S

pecial to T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, Jan

. 2
5

 -
T

h
e
 N

ix
o
n
 A

d
m

in
istra

tio
n
, 

w
o
rk

in
g
 to

 eq
u
ip

 S
o
u
th

 V
iet-

n
am

 to
 tak

e o
v

er fu
ll resp

o
n

si-
b

ility
 fo

r th
e
 a

ir w
a
r w

ith
in

 
its b

o
u
n
d
aries o

n
ce A

m
erican

 
air p

o
w

er h
as b

een
 rem

o
v
ed

, 
h
as d

ecid
ed

 o
n
 an

o
th

er su
b
-

stan
tial in

crease in
 th

e size o
f 

S
aigon's air force. 
T

w
o
 y

ears ag
o
, th

e U
n
ited

 
S

tates d
ecid

ed
 to

 d
o

u
b

le th
e 

V
ietnam

ese air arm
. N

ow
, sen

,  
fo

r P
e
n
ta

g
o
n
 p

la
n
n
e
rs sa

y
, 

th
e
 n

e
w

 in
c
re

a
se

 w
ill b

e
 5

0
 

per cent larger still. 
M

ost of this build-up w
ill be 

co
m

p
leted

 b
y
 th

e su
m

m
er o

f 
1
9
7
3
. B

u
t o

n
e elem

en
t—

u
p
 to

 
th

ree sq
u
ad

ro
n
s o

f fig
h
ters d

e-
sig

n
ed

 to
 m

ain
tain

 air su
p

eri-
o
rty

—
w

ill n
o
t b

eco
m

e av
ail-

ab
le u

n
til 1

9
7

4
 o

r 1
9

7
5

,- o
f 

ficials say. 
T

h
u

s, acco
rd

in
g

 to
 th

e D
ep

-
u
ty

 S
e
c
re

ta
ry

 o
f D

e
fe

n
se

, 
D

a
v

id
 P

a
c
k

a
rd

, th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates w

ill p
ro

b
ab

ly
 h

av
e to

 
k
eep

 so
m

e fig
h
ters in

 th
e re-

g
io

n
, eith

er o
n

 aircraft carriers 
o
r in

 T
h

a
ila

n
d

, to
 p

ro
v

id
e
 

em
erg

en
cy

 p
ro

tectio
n
 o

v
er an

 
in

terim
 p

erio
d
 after A

m
erican

 
g
ro

u
n
d
 an

d
 air fo

rces h
av

e left 
V

ietnam
. 

D
eterrent F

actor 
T

his stand-by protection, M
r. 

P
ack

ard
 said

 in
 an

 in
terv

iew
, 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e aim

ed
 at d

eterrin
g

 
H

an
o
i fro

m
 in

tro
d
u
cin

g
 larg

e 
n
u

m
b
ers o

f fig
h
ter-b

o
m

b
ers 

o
v
er S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
 after th

e 
d

ep
artu

re o
f th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates 
force. 

B
ut, he added, as soon as the 

so-called International F
ighter, 

n
o

w
 in

 an
 ad

v
an

ced
 stag

e o
f 

d
ev

elo
p

m
en

t, ro
lls o

ff h
e as- sem

bly line, S
aigon w

ill be ex-
p
ected

 to
 acq

u
ire it an

 b
eco

m
e 

fu
lly

 self-su
fficien

t in
 b

o
th

 o
f-

fensive and defensive air roles. 
M

ilita
ry

 a
n
a
ly

sts sa
y
 th

e
 

fled
g
lin

g
 V

ietn
am

ese air fo
rce 

h
as co

m
e a lo

n
g
 w

ay
 fro

m
 th

e 
d
ay

s o
f its estab

lish
m

en
t b

y
 

th
e F

ren
ch

 after W
o
rld

 W
ar 

IL
 W

h
en

 F
ran

ce p
u
lled

 o
u
t o

f 
V

ietnam
 in 1954, that air force 

co
n

sisted
 o

f 3
2

 o
ld

 tran
sp

o
rts 

and close-support fighters. 
T

h
e first m

o
v
e to

 m
o
d
ern

ity
 

cam
e in

 1
9

6
6

 w
h

en
 th

e U
n

ited
 

S
tates d

ecid
ed

 to
 b

u
ild

 a 2
0

-
sq

u
a
d
ro

n
 fo

rc
e
. T

w
o
 y

e
a
rs 

later, it w
as d

ecid
ed

 to
 d

o
u
b
le 

the force to 40 squadrons. 
T

h
is ex

p
an

sio
n

 is 'n
o

t y
et 

c
o
m

p
le

te
. O

ffic
ia

ls sa
y
 th

e
 

V
ietnam

ese now
 have 32 squad-

rons com
prising m

ore than 600 
aircraft; th

is w
ill rise to

 ab
o
u
t 

800 planes w
hen the 40-squad-

ron program
 is com

pleted over 
th

e n
ex

t y
ear o

r tw
o

. 
1,200 P

lane F
orce 

T
he latest expansion decision 

w
ill raise th

e n
u
m

b
er o

f air-
craft to

 m
o

re th
an

 1
,2

0
0

 an
d

 
the num

ber of squadron's to 50, 
P

entagon sources say. 
B

u
t b

ecau
se o

f a sh
o
rtag

e o
f 

ex
p
erien

ced
 m

ajo
rs an

d
 co

lo
-

nels in the V
ietnam

ese air force, 
S

a
ig

o
n
 w

ill n
o
t a

d
d
 m

o
re

 
u
n
its, b

u
t w

ill ex
p
an

d
 m

an
y
 o

f 
its 1

8
-p

lan
e sq

u
ad

ro
n

s to
 2

4
 to

 
32 aircraft. 	

• 
V

ietn
am

ese p
ilo

ts an
d
 m

ain
-

tenance m
en, m

ilitary m
en say, 

co
m

p
are fav

o
rab

ly
 w

ith
 th

eir 
A

m
erican counterparts. 

"O
ur pilots fly 100 m

issions, 
o
r sp

en
d
 a y

ear in
 V

ietn
am

, 
a
n
d
 th

e
y
 g

o
 h

o
m

e
," o

n
e
 o

f-
ficer said

. "B
u

t V
ietn

am
ese 

an
d

 b
eh

in
d

 a d
esk

. S
o

m
e o

f 
o
r p

ro
m

o
ted

 o
u
t o

f th
e co

ck
p
it  p

ilo
ts H

y
 u

n
til th

ey
 are k

illea 
them

 have flow
n 1,000 com

bat 
m

issions; they are good enough 
to

 fly
 in

 an
y

 air fo
rce in

 th
e 

w
orld." 
B

etter T
han U

.S
. S

tandards 
M

ain
ten

an
ce is so

 g
o
o
d
, h

e 
ad

d
ed

, th
at th

e V
ietn

am
ese 

generally exceed the A
m

erican 
sta

n
d
a
rd

 fo
r th

e
 n

u
m

b
e
r o

f 
h

o
u

rs flo
w

n
 each

 m
o

n
th

 b
y

 
each

 aircraft. 
"A

s w
e co

n
tin

u
e to

 ex
p

an
d

 
an

d
 d

ilu
te th

e b
ase o

f ex
p
e-

rienced people," one m
an said, 

"th
is reco

rd
 m

ay
 d

ro
p
 fo

r a 
tim

e
. B

u
t b

y
 a

n
d
 la

rg
e
, th

e
 

V
ietn

am
ese A

ir F
o
rce is first 

rate. V
ietn

am
ese g

ro
u
n
d
 u

n
its 

—
an

d
 th

is is a n
ew

 d
ev

elo
p

-
m

en
t—

n
o
w

 o
ften

 'p
refer to

 re-
ceiv

e su
p
p
o
rt fro

m
 th

eir o
w

n
 

boys, not ours." 
T

h
e fo

cu
s to

 d
ate h

as b
een

 
on stressing .close air support, 
tran

sp
o

rt an
d

 tactical reco
n

-
naisanoe. T

he V
ietnam

ese have 
b
een

 p
ro

v
id

ed
 w

ith
 o

n
ly

 o
n
e 

sq
u
a
d
ro

n
 o

f 1
8
 F

-5
 a

irc
ra

ft 
th

at co
u
ld

 b
e u

sed
 to

 d
efen

d
 

ag
ain

st air attack
. 

O
fficials ex

p
lain

 th
is sh

o
rt 

su
p
p
ly

 in
 tw

o
 w

ay
s. T

h
ey

 say
 

A
m

erican
 p

lan
n
ers felt th

e air 
th

reat w
as rath

er rem
o
te an

d
 

th
at th

e m
ajo

r n
eed

 o
v

er th
e 

n
ex

t co
u
p
le o

f y
ears w

o
u
ld

 b
e 

the support of V
ietnam

ese com
-

b
at u

n
its at h

o
m

e. 
B

u
t in

 recen
t m

o
n
th

s, p
lan

-
n
ers h

av
e b

eco
m

e co
n
cern

ed
 

about the possibility that N
orth 

V
ie

tn
a
m

, a
fte

r th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
ta

te
s p

u
lle

d
 o

u
t, m

ig
h
t try

 
to

 m
o

v
e sev

eral d
iv

isio
n

s o
f 

tro
o
p
s in

to
 th

e n
o
rth

ern
 p

ro
-

v
in

ces o
f S

o
u

th
 V

ietn
am

 an
d

 
su

p
p
o
rt th

em
 fo

r th
e first tirn

e 
w

ith jet fighters. 

U
n

til recen
tly

, th
e F

-5
 u

n
it 

h
as b

een
 train

ed
 o

n
ly

 to
 p

ro
-

vide strafing and bom
bing sup-

p
o
rt fo

r co
m

b
at g

ro
u
n
d
 u

n
its. 

B
u
t n

o
w

 its p
ilo

ts a
re

 a
lso

 
b

ein
g

 train
ed

 in
 fig

h
ter tactics. 

S
outh V

ietnam
ese radar ana-

ly
sts are b

ein
g
 train

ed
 in

 air 
d

efen
se tactics an

d
 co

o
rd

in
a-

tion. P
lan to B

est M
IG

-21 
A

n
d
 w

ith
 th

e selectio
n
 in

 
N

ovem
ber of the N

orthrop C
or-

p
o

ratio
n

 to
 b

u
ild

 a relativ
ely

 
in

ex
p
en

siv
e n

ew
 fig

h
ter d

e-
sig

n
ed

 ex
p
ressly

 fo
r th

e jo
b
 o

f 
besting the M

IG
-21, a decision 

w
a
s •m

a
d
e
 to

 p
ro

v
id

e
 u

p
 to

 
th

ree sq
u
ad

ro
n
s o

f th
e p

lan
es 

to S
aigon. 

U
n
til n

o
w

, m
o
st o

f th
e air-

c
ra

ft tu
rn

e
d

 o
v

e
r to

 S
a
ig

o
n

 
h
av

e b
een

 fro
m

 A
ir F

o
rce an

d
 

A
rm

y
 sto

ck
s, rath

er th
an

 fac-
tory new

. 
N

o
rth

 V
ietn

am
 h

as ab
o
u
t 91 

M
IG

-21's, along w
ith 166 older 

M
IG

-17's and 19's. 

"G
iv

en
 th

e lim
itatio

n
 o

n
 re-

so
u
rces, it w

o
u
ld

 b
e fo

o
lish

 to
 

m
atch, on a •one-for-one basis, 

N
o

rth
 V

ie
tn

a
m

's a
ir fo

rc
e
," 

said one official. "B
esides, m

ost 
o

f u
s still th

in
k

 th
e p

ro
sp

ects 
o

f •a b
ig

 air th
reat are rem

o
te. 

B
u

t if w
e d

o
n

't p
ro

v
id

e V
iet-

n
am

 w
ith

 a reaso
n

ab
le d

efen
-

sive capability, H
anoi could be 

tem
pted." 

A
n

d
 o

n
ce so

m
e self-su

ffi-
cien

cy
 is ach

iev
ed

, o
th

er an
a-

ly
sts p

o
in

t o
u

t, th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates should ultim

ately be able 
to disengage entirely from

 corn ,  
bat support of V

ietnam
. 

B
u

t th
e b

u
lk

 o
f th

e n
ew

est 
air fo

rce ex
p

an
sio

n
 is in

 th
e 

area o
f h

elico
p
ters an

d
 attack

 
a
irc

ra
ft. In

 v
irtu

a
lly

 e
v

e
ry

 
p
itch

ed
 b

attle in
 th

e V
ietn

am
 

w
ar, w

h
en

ev
er N

o
rth

 V
ietn

a-
m

ese o
f V

ietco
n
g
 u

n
its sto

o
d
 

an
d
 fo

u
g
h
t fo

r an
y
 p

erio
d
 o

f 
tim

e, th
e 'tid

e w
as turned 

by 
th

e ex
ten

siv
e u

se o
f b

o
m

b
in

g
 

and artillery fire. 


